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ITALIAN 
(1.) 
Born 1901. Southern Italy. | 
Agricultural laborers--impoverished peasants, 


Agricultural laborer. 

1920--Age of 19--to escape military service and im- 
prove economic life, 

Fruit peddler, agricultural laborer, Market Street 
Railway Company. 

Wants to return--prefers foods there--wants to go into 
business. Saving money to return to Italy. 

Good citizen--respects laws, 

Good adjustment to economic and social conditions, 

Native diet preserved. 

Married into own group; one minor child, 

Thirteen. 

Unaffected. 


(2.) 


Southern Sicily--1886. 

Farmers--Truck gardening. 

Truck gardening - no trade,. 

1907 - age of 17. 

Gardener:.~ cement worker. 

Would like to visit Sicily - would not return to live. 

Better economic opportunities than Italy « likes 
American Government, 

Economic adjustment is good - Social adjustment only fair. 

Native diet preserved - Native language preserved in read- 
ing and writing - speaks only imperfect English. 

Married in own group in 1907 - Five children attending 
school, 

Ten. 

Has had relief aid last two years, 


‘ (5.) 


About forty years of age. 

Laborer, fisherman, rum-runner, bootlegger. 

A good place to make a living ~ Only interest in the 
country is his business - has contributed nothing 
positive to America . He is devoid of political 
knowledge and interest. 

Good adjustment economically. 

One. 

Unaffected. 
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ITALIAN 
(4.) 


Italy. 

Farmer--poor peasant, 

19ll--to escape military service ani to improve 
economic life. 

Structural steel worker, 

Passive--would not like to return even for visit, 

Positive and enthusiastic, 

Thoroughly Americanized--owner of his home, 

None. 

Married in own group in Italy - three children - 
oldest boy works in lumber yard and is 
Sergeant in California National Guard = 
two girls in school. 

Five. 


(50) 


Italy. 

Waking shoes by hand. 

Came when he was middle aged. 

Shoe repair shop of his own, 

Would like to return to Italy. 

Is dissatisfied with his economic situation here, 

Speaks English poorly--has not much interest in 
learning. 

Married in own group in Italy--has family. 

one (number of family not given). 

Repair shop does little business, 


(6.)_ 


Sicily. 

Coppersmith, 

Flood washed home away--decided to come to America, 

Coppersmith - Owner of business - Retired, 

Visited recently - would not return to live, 

Thankful to the country that has given him economic 
prosperity. 

Good adjustment. 

Married into own group in Italy - two children = son 
learned sheet metal trade, but later took 
over business of father, 

Four. 

Not affected. 
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ITALIAN 
(7e) 


Naples - 1899, 

Owner of fruit store (in San Francisco). 

Minor when he came to United States. 

1915 ~~ parents had come two years earlier and sent 
for hin. 

Owner Of fruit stand, hot dog stand, bootblack stand, 
barber snop (at different times) shipyard worker, 
stevedore, timberman, common laborer, barber "fill- 
in", working on invention of own, likes to have 
time to himself---working enough just to get along. 

Remembers it only as place of childhood, 

Thinks, still, of America as land of opportunity in com- 
parison with European countries, 

Very good = speaks English with very slight accent. 

None, 


i 1 r eS e@ 4 ; 
Indifferent to economic fluxuations, 


(8.) 


Lombardy. 

Poor peasants. 

Farm laborer. 

Came to America to improve his economic conditions, 

Italy is a nice country but doesn't compare with America. 

America is a wonderful country-~has no wish to return to 
Italy. 

Good adjustment - buying home, car = speaks language well - 
would fight for America against Italy. 

Married = has children attending school. 

Two (number of children not given). 

Apparently unaffected. 


(9.) 


Italy - 1884, 

Lower middle class, 

Shoe repairer. 

Came to America, apparently, when young because he speaks 
good English, 

Shoe repairer - owns his own shop. 

Good adjustment - business successful - speaks good English. 

Married - group not indicated ~- two grown sons; profession~ 
al fighters; one plays accordion in public; well 
adjusted. 

Four (although no mention is made of the wife.) 
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ITALIAN 


(10.) 


Born in Italy - 1890, 

Farmers in Italy. 

Parmer <-~ farm worker. 

Came to America to better his economic conditions, 

Manual laborer = owns small truck and has profitable 
truck garden route. 

His interest in Italy is alive--his wife and children 
are still there. 

Interested in cultural progress of America and in our 
democratic ideals and principles. 

Speaks broken English, making adjustment difficult, 

Old customs mist survive in one with part of family 
still in Italy. 

Married to Italian woman--two children--in Italy. 

Four. 

His vegetable route still brings him a profitable living. 


L-(33.) 
Italy - 1890 (or thereabouts). 
Truck driver - Service station work ~ Wine peddier. 
Not given, 
Married - group not indicated - three children. 


Five. 
Lost truck driving job - but got work in service station. 


(12.) 


Italy - 1885 (or thereabouts). 

Probably lower middle class or peasant, 

Freight handler, | 

Good citizen. 

Good adjustment to America ~ is “average intelligence". 

Married but divorced = had much family difficulty - 
three minor children. 

Five. 
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ITALIAN 


(13.) 


Born in Italy in 1865. 


Pensioned Spanish-American war veteran - Unemployed - 
gets aid from a married son who has grocery 
store and does good business, 

Satisfied with life in America, 

Good adjustment to life in America, 

Married =< probably to Italian - one son who has two 
minor children, one child attends high school. 

Four. 

Apparently unaffected = pension and son's support con- 
tinue. 


(14.) 


Pisano Pisala dtasti, Italy. 

Farmer -~ working for someone who owns the land he tills. 
Barber = learning trade serving apprenticeship. 

To better economic conditions. 

Barber = has own shop, 

Thinks Italy a happy land, despite economic hardships. 


Likes America because he has been able to make com- 


fortable living. 
Well adjusted to this country. 
Native diet preserved. 
Married group not known = has two children, 
Eight. 
Not much affected, apparently--sends money home to father, 


(15) 


Northern Italy - 1874, 

Poor peasants - owned farm, 

Worked on parent's “e-m, 

Came to America in 1594 + to improve economic lot - advice 
of friends and brother already in this country, 

Stevedore, employee of Scavenger company, part owner 
of Scavenger Company, now retired. 

Thinks Italy more backward than America, 

Would not consider living anywhere else, Enthusiastic. 

Well adjusted with help of children, 

Married = three children. 

Pive. 

Apparently unaffected - retired from business, 
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ITALIAN 
(16.) 


This is a report on the Italian population in the City 
of Alameda, California: how they are affected by the 
depression and their mental attitude toward our form of 
Government and institutions, 


CONCLUSIONS: Depression is affecting them, Many are 
tnemployed and are given few days work monthly at fifty 
cents per hour by the mmicipality on other than 5.E.RA. 
projects, Hours of employment depeuds on number of in- 
dividuals in family. Others work for S.E.ReA. Non- 
citizens receive direct aid from Alameda County. 


Mental Attitude: Physiologically or 
structurally the Italian, Tike other Western races, are 
naturally, easily assimilated by our population, but 
politically and ethically, he is not until, at the earl- 
iest, the second or third generation, born in this 
country. His attitude toward women is different, more 
like an Oriental than an Occidental. In his domestic 
relations he is domineering. He can understand, and is, 
therefore, more in sympathy with a King, Dictator or 
Tyrant. A Parliamentary or Democratic form of Govern- 
ment is contrary to his heredity, 


(17.) 


Born in village near Turin, 

Fether owned factory near Turin, 

Worked in factory of father as child...worked in pottery 
factories in Germany, France and Belgium. 

Came to America to continue working with pottery, 


Artisan pottery and porcelain workers part owner of pottery 


factory, Now has own small factory and 
large industrial plant for porcelain. 

He shows a preference for Italian workmen, 

Thinks American people like money too much, work too fast 
and do not enjoy their work, 

Has not thoroughly adjusted to machine industry of America. 
Prefers hand labor, 

He continues pottery methods learned in Italy. 

Single (?). 

Ones 

His business is going ahead despite the depression, 
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TTALIAN 
(18.) 


Genoa--or the neighborhood of Genoa, 

Probably upper middle class-«because son has good 
education, 

Attended Naval Academy in Genoa, Cadet on Italian liner. 

Decided to come to United States after traveling all over 
world on liner. 

College student - Professional labor organizer. 

Once a Fascist himself, he has turmed against Mussolind ts 
dictatorship. 

Interested in the labor problems of this country...re- 
lation between labor and capital. 

Quickly assimilated American ideas, 

Single man. 

One, 

Relation to depression not stated, but must be gathered 
to be an intimate one since he is a pro- 
fessional labor organizer, 


(19.) 


Turin, Italy. 

Father was famous botanist. 

May have had experience with flowers in Italy. 

No information given, | 

Owner of three large hot-houses...florist...specializes 
in orchids, 

No mention of his ideas toward Italy, 

His interest in his business is uppermost, but believes 
in the progress of the country. 

Well adjusted to American way of living. 

No mention of old customs--probably only those customs 
connected with florist business, 

Married~-two sons who are in business with him, 

Five. 

Business affected by depression, since price of orchids 
has gone down and sales are not what they 
used to be, 


(20.) 


Italy. 
Owner of good sized grocery store, 
Have nothing to offer regarding Italy, 
Interested in America from business standpoint-«good 
business men, 
Well integrated in business life of America--have adopted 
American business methods, 
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ITPALIAN 
(20 Con't.) 


Married +~ wife works in store, 

TWO» 

Continues business in spite of depression because of 
ability and thriftiness, 


(21.) 


Province of Venice, Italy. 

Poor working class parents, 

Poor worker, 

Came to America to improve economic position, 

Machinist (a trade learned after he came to United States). 

Went to visit Italy--left again immediately~«says slave 
condition of Fascism is worse than before. 

Sees only one improvement needed in United States--more 
even distribution of the wealth of the 
country---these conditions, he thinks, will 
be adjusted and that this will be the 
country of countries, 

Well adjusted--bringing children up as Americans, strictly. 

Does not continue old customs, 

Merried--has children, 

Uncertain--man, wife and unlmown number of children. 

No mention made of affect of depression, 


(22.) 


Termoli, Italy + 1872, 

Father--musician, 

Minor in Italy--leaving at age of ten--studied violin 
in Italy. 

1882--came to America with parents. 

Newsboy - Florist - Fisherman, 

Remembers saa) ape italy -- but does remember the social 
Castes, 

Likes democracy of America--believes President Roosevelt 
to be on right track for economic recovery. 

Is perfectly Americanized, 

No survival of old customs. 

Merried--five children who are all married, 

Nine. 

Is having hard time making living as fisherman--direct 
result of depression, 
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ITALIAN 
(23.) 


Born in Turin, Italy - 1876, 

Middle class probab son completed elementary school 
education, 

Brick yard worker until twenty-four-«some time as 
apprentice in winerye-four years in 
Australia in mines 1900-1904, 

1904-=+from Australia--tv operate laundry with friend-- 
partnership (back to Italy in 1906) -- 
father's death - (operated distillery) 1912 
to San Francisco to engage in wine industry. 


Winery (owner) 1912-1920 «- Engineer, Newspaper, Sub- 
seription Manager. 

"would not return to Italy for love nor money", 

Believes country is on way back to prosperity -- 
does not favor socialism, 

Well adjusted---takes interest in political affairs 
and industry. 

Merried-Italien woman ~ six children (See No, 24 «« 
wife's analysis). 

Eight. 


Has been unable to make good collections on paper, of 
which he is subscription manager -« wife, 
consequently, has to work in cannery. 


(24,) 


Turin, Italy + 1880 = Female. 

Deughter's education indicates her parents were of 
upper class, (Mother tock up private teach= 
ing after death of father). 

Freehand drawing » teaching choir school «- (non=profit).. 

1912 +~ with husband who came to engage in wine industry, 

Worker in cannery. (Housewife until last few years). 

Criticises lack of schools in Italy, 

Disappointed in large American cities -- "Art is second- 
ary to utility and industry". 

Well adjusted « able to adjust, even, to loss of money 

necessity for taking up work in cannery. 

Married (see No. 23 = husband) --+ six children. 

1 girl - college graduate - attendant in blind 
school at night. 

1 girl - graduate nurse - works and does not live 
at home, 

1 boy - sophomore in college, 

1 girl + in convent, despite offer of university 
scholarship. 

1 girl ~ just out of high school ~ going to take 
nurse's training. 

1 girl = sophomore in high school, 
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(25.) 


Near Milan in Province of Lombardi, Italy - 1900. 

Carpenter (father) + Dressmaker (mother) «+ lower middle 
Class. 

Carpenter (learning trade from the age of twelve), 

Came to America on passage money sent by an uncle here, 


$treet laborer « Gement finisher, 


Adverse opinion indicated by fact that he sent passage 
money for two sisters to come to America e«# 
_ where they married, 
Feels America to be rar shead of Italy in form of Govern- 
ment, freedom and opportunity. 
Well adjusted to American life - wife attends night school, 
Little indication that old customs have survived, 
Married Italian girl + three children attending school, 
Nine. is 
Husband has steady employment and family has not felt de~ 
pression, 


(26.) 


Born 1885; De Coml, Lombardy - Female, 

Smail farm renters; foundry worker, 

Worked in silk factory. 

Came in 1911 to marry. 

Housewife. 

Disapproves of Mussolini and rigid class lines. 

Has strong approval of American democracy, schooling, 
voting, etc, 

Well adjusted and assimilated. 

A survival is her living with a man she does not care for, 

Married into own group; five children all Americanized, 

Four. 

Not mmch affect since husband has work fairly steadily. 


(27.) 


- 


Born 1900, + Female. 

of lower class origin. 

Not specified. 

Arrived 1915; reasons withheld, 

Forced by circumstances to live as prostitute. 
Not indicated, 

Not formulated, 

Apparently well adjusted to her peculiar conditions of life. 
Not specified. 
Unmarried. 
One. 
Indifferent. 
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(282) 


Born 1905 in village in Sicily. 

Parents poor; father a shoemaker. 

Also learmed shoemaking trade, 

On account of economic hardships at home camé here 
in 1914, 

Operates shoe repair shop nows hired out before then, 

Indifferent to native land, 

Favyorably disposed to this country. 

well assimilated. 

Adheres to native belief that place of woman is in home. 

Because of above (9) and his poverty, he has never 
married but hopes to do so some day, 


Three. 

Not profoundly affected. 
(29.4) 

Italy. 


Extremely poor and religious. 

Worked at odd jobs found for him by the priests. 

Came to better himself in 1899, 

Worked at odd jobs; as sailor, for the railroad; now 
in grocery business. 

Has wery favorably attitude. 

Seems to have been casily assimilated, 

Married into own group; five children, three surviving, 
all well adjusted. One married to an Irish- 

| man, the others to Italians. 
Pive. 


(50. ) 


1882 Florence, Italy. 

1905 + twenty-three yearsof age, looking for better 
opportunities, 

Preduce business, salesman in vegetable business, cafe 
owner "and Dar tender. 

Approves of Mussolini and his policies. 

Feels new deal successful ~ approves of Sinclair, 

Owns prosperous wine parlor and restaurant. 

wife eight years younger ~ born in Florance. 
Four children - boys, two eldest boys bar~ 
tenders, one son longshoreman, youngest un- 
employed. 

Six in immediate family. 

Financially comfortable. 
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(31.) 

Born in Naples: 1880 (?). 

Parents were of low middle class origin. 

worked in gardens, 

Arrived in 1904, attracted by hones of bettering his 
conditions, 

Became gardener; later taught music to children of 
italian friends. 

Recalls native lend affectionately-«its beauties, its 
fruits, etc, 

Filled with misgivings about this country, especially 
its politics, 

Normal economic adjustment; unaffected by American 
culture. 

Old habits and trade persist in this environment, 

Married before coming here; seven children, all norm- 
ally assimilated, 

One. 

Severely affected by loss of income; rendered uneasy 
and pessimistic, 


(32, ) 


Born 1889, in Milan, 

Parents low middle class, poor, religious, 

Shoe cobbler, 

Game here in 1915; no reasons given, 

Resumes his trade of shoe cobbler which he has re« 
mained since, 

Loyal to memory of his native land; an admirer of 

. Feselsme 

Disapproves of American form of government, 

Feels still that he is a stranger, an observer of 
foreign habits. 

No specific old customs mentioned, though they mst be 
MMEroUs » 

No family life, due to physical deformity (spinal curve). 

Ones 

Hard hit by depression and sees no hope for recovery 
of industry; foresees an impoverished old age 
for himself, 
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ITALIAN 
(33.) 


Born in 1885, in Palermo ~ Female, 

High middle class; father a shoemaker, 

Brought to this country in infancy. 

See above. 

Has only been a housewife and mother; no outside work, 

Retains favorable opinion of her native land. 

Has no warm feelings toward this country. 

Very imperfectly assimilated; feels a stranger, 

Home life reflects her birthplace, Italian spoken ex- 
clusively. 

Married Italian; two children who are Americanized 

airly well, 

Eight persons involved in this report. 

Too wealthy and frugal to have been greatly affected 
by depression. 
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GENERAL REPORT AND DESCRIPTION 
—— 2HE Ne } Ol : OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 


(54.) 


According to this report the independent fishing 
fleet is owned preponderantly by foreign-borm. There 
are about one thousand boats, making an investment of 
some $2,000,000. The crews range from three to seven 
mens; five thousand are altogether employed by this in- 
dustry. Most of the men are Italians; other national- 
ities represented are: Portuguese, Spanish, French, 
Hindu, South Sea Islanders; Japanese; Javanese, and 


Chinese, The industry is at present in a critical slump. 


The fisherfolk are quite clannish; the children, 
however, tend to drift away, few of them following the 
father's trade. The floating reduction plants--which 
transform sardines into chicken food and operate in 
waters out of state control--threaten to kill off the 
supply of California sardines and thus destroy the 
fishing and canning industries of the coast, 
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TALIAN 
(35.) 


Born in Florence. 

Small farmers in the mountainous district near 
Florence. 

Worked on farm and in stone quarries. 

Came here to improve himself; this was in 192%. 

Is an ordinary laborer. 

Recalls his land mainly for the extreme hardships 
he experienced theres; does not want . 
to return, 

Very much attached to Americe., 

Talks poor English but admires xocsevelt ani has 
faith in the future of this country; 

. feels very much at home here, 

Won't marry until he has brought over to this country 
his three younger sisters; when they 
are married, he will find himself a 
wife, 

Three. 

The depression has always existed for this man, 


(36, ) 


Born in Lombardy. 

Lower class parentage, 

Came to America at age of seventeen; lived with uncle. 

Did odd jobs; at night school learned barber's trade 
which he now follows, 

Loyal to old country and its institutions; believes 
Mussolini is world's most important 
individual, 

Naturaligzged and professes to believe in American 
institutions, 

Very imperfectiy assimilated: prefers to speak Italian 

and associated with people from that 
country. 

He is unmarried, 

One6. 

Owns shop and is prospering in business, 
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ITALL 
(37.) 
GENERAL ACCOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED ITALIAN 
FAMILIES LIVING IN ALAMEDA COUNTY 


5 


Most of these people come from northern Italy and 
their work ranges from the lowest, such as scavengers 
and common labor, te the highest, such as artisans, 
bankers. They all seem to be misically inclined, favor 
the arts, and are experts in the brewing of wine. 


(38.) 


This report consists of the quotation by a son of 
his father's opinion of this country. The father came 
from Sicily to America at the age of twenty-five, and 
liked it so well here that he wuld say that anyone who 
did not think that this country is incomparably better 
than where he came from should be sent back to refresh 
his memory of conditions in Italy. 


(39.) 


i. Born in Sicily. 

2, Lower class parentage, 

3S. Came to this country the age of fourteen with 
aPentcs » 

5. Advanced from ordinary laborer to that of foreman, 

6. Recalls the bDexuties ard sharms of Palermo, 

7, Realises that this country has material superiorities 
over his native land, 

8. Well adjusted in every respect. 

10. Married a girl of Italian parentage; two children are 
receiving a good education and bee 

. coming perfectly assimilated. 
ike TWO « 
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TTALIAN 


(40.) 
Italy. 
Lower class people, 
Fisherman. 


Heard fancy tales of sudden wealth made by fisher- 


mean, SO came, 

Fisherman and bootblack, 

His opinion (toward United States) fluctuetes with 
the company he is in, 

cultural ly unassimilated, 

One» 

Deeply affected by the economic turmoil, 


(41.) 
Born 1875, 
Lower class parentage, 
Fisherman. 
Attracted by stories of easy money to be made in 
this country. 


Worked as fisherman for awhile; is now a pootbiack. 
Like this country; lives cheerfully, despite poverty, 
Married and has son who is a fisherman: not in touch 


with hin, 
Ones 
Adversely affected in that he gets no tips for shining 
shoes. 
(42, ) 


Born in Trieste, Female. 

Poor parentage; father worked in the stables of a 
wealthy man, 

Went to work as housemaid at the age of twelve. 

She had four children, 

Cnes 

After her husband died (with whom she lived unhappily) 
she became and still is a public chargeg. 
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ITALIAN 
(43,) 


Born in Genoa. 

Peasants. 

Worlsed on farm with parents, 

Came at age of nineteen to better himself in this 

Shark dealer and lewbreaker in Tuolumne County; 
with money thus earned bought a hotel 
in San Francisco, 

Very devoted to memories of his native land. 

Indifferent to this country. 

Adjusted himself economically but culturally was 
not affected very much. 

Married an American woman of superior social stand~- 
ing. She died in childbirth; baby did 
not survive cither, 

Twos 5 

Has not been noticeably affected by the depression, 


(44.) 


Born in Province of Piedmont, Italy. 

Parents belonged to middle class. 

Brought to this country at the age of three. 
Brought here as a minor, 

Grocery business and politician. 

Not interested in his native land. 

Proud of his Americanisom, 

Thoroughly assimilated in every respect, 
None» : 

Married an Americen~-Italiian girl; has two boys. 
Four. 


(45.) 


Born in Lucca, Italy. Female. 

Parents belong to lower middle clacs. 

sent for by older brother, 

Wife-has operated husband's nursery after his death, 

Pavorable attitude toward America. 

Seems to have become very well adjusted; goes to 
church, parties and plays bridge. 

Married a gardener ~ five children, three girls in 
high school; one son graduated from 
University of Californias one child in 
grade school, 

Seven. 

Seriously affected by depression, to extent of con- 
tracting debts, 
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TTALIAN 
(46) 


Born 1878 ~- Italy. 
Middle class parentage. 


Qwns and works in grocery store, 


Presents an indifferent attitude toward United States. 

Seems to be well adjusted, 

Ones 

Seriously affected by depression; due to closing of 
factories and of curtailing of their 
working hours; poor district where many 
people are living a life of enforced 
idleness. 


(47.) 


Italy. 

Very poor parents. 

Verked as ordinary laborer, 

Omlinary laborer. 

Would like to go to Italy to visit, but not to stay. 

Is satisfied with conditions in Unitea States, as 
compared with Italy. 

Well adjusted to coniitions in this country, 

Ones 

Not discussed directly but apparently is not badly 
off now. 


(48.) 


Born in Naples + 1894, 
‘Small tradesmen and religious, 
‘At age of eleven became bulogna factory apprentice; 


entered Army at age of sixteen, 
Gene to this country in 1921 on account of economic 
confusion in Italy. 
Chicago Stock Yards - Califormia ranches. Tried to 
become independent farmer, without 
success - works mostly as farmham, 
Glad to have left Italy on account of chaotic state of 
the country e 
Suspicious of "New Deal's" powers to restore prosperity. 
Imperfect assimilation, 
Usual Italian attitude of husband to wife. 
Married in Italy « three chiidren who are in school, 
Five. 
Greatly affected by depression, 
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(49. ) 


onkciexia, California, in 1898. 
Mother Swiss; father Italian - owned sash factory- 
prosperous, 
Bank teller. San Quentin, three years, Secretary 
| | to Federal commissioner, proof- 
. ypeader, McNeiis Island Penetentiary. 
Completely disgusted at societies of justices, 
Circumstances) plotted his downfall. 
Two i ~ both sued and ocdtained divorce and 
|. alimony + chiid by each, 
Direttly - husband and two wives, 
Fingnslet aiffica tics ceused criminal means in 
order to live, 


(50. ) 
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| 
{ 
rn 
{\ 


Town - Cassina; Province of Liguria, Italy. 
Panneree 

Worked on farm, came to United States at age 

of seventeen, 
To | ‘Joan older brothers in California, 
Farmer, horse herder, mechanic, 
Dislikes: (1) sales tax: (2) registering year 
(5) dishonesty of iettamand Tukaeen’ 2 accounts). 

Always made a fair living. 
Married, one daughter. Still in school, 
Directly three - indirectly several. 
Always worked hard = never saved « never in need, 


(51.) 


Florence. 

Lieutenant cotiier of Engineers. 

Clerk in wine /fimm. 

Political difficulties + forced to leave, after one 
| year in France and then entered 

| United States illegally. 

Waiter, sausage maker, 

Hopes for the |inmediate death of Mussolini, 

Well satisfied, 
Pair - hopes iy re-enter legally. 
Three brothers and their father. 
Jobs have been more difficult, 
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ITALIAN 
(52. ) 


1. May 1852, Rome, Italy. 

2, Father in marble business - financially good, 

S. Apprentice three years in father's factory, Italian 
army, quarry worker, construction crew, 

seven years public schooling. 

5. Marble cutter, 

7. Favorable, 

8. Financially good ~ owns considerable paying rental 
properties estimated at $100,000. 

10, Married in 1878 - girl of Lueca, Italy. — 
Twelve children « nine dare. - csher 
three in San Franciseo + well off. 

11. Two families, 

12, Has prospered - his real estate sound, 


(53. ) 


1. Italy, near Austrian Tyrol + 1895, 

5. Chef in hotel, well-to-do, 

8. Economically satisfactory. 

10, Married « wife dead, 

Children: one girl - seventeen years - keeps house, 

one boy = sells newspapers, 
two giris- in school, 

pe Ones 


(54.) 


1. Province of Liguria, Italy. 

2. Lower class farmers. 

3. As minor - shepherd - stone-mason. 

21 = worker at odd jobs, 
4, 1922 ~ dissatisfaction with social and economic con- 
ditions. 

5. Terrazzo and marble worker - now unemployed. 

6, Antagonism toward capitalist system, fascism in Italy. 
8. Economically good at first; dissatisfied now. 

10, Unmarried, 

dle Ones 
12, Desires social ~ economic change. 
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ITALIAN 
(55.) 


Lueca, Tuscany, Italy. 

Lower-class farmers. 

To United States as minor - age fourteen years. 

To better economic conditions, 

Farm worker - factory worker ( San Francisco) 
foreman in factory, 

Thankful to be in America + better conditions, 

Economically and culturally satisfied, © 

(a) Married. 

(b) Four boys + two working; two in school. 

Ones 

Welletoedo = no complaints, 


(56.) 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin « 1899, 

Wealthy business people in Milwaukee. 

Went to lucea, Italy for education in private 
school - worked in tailor shop, 

Early twenties. Wished to return to land of his 
birth. 

Tailor. 

Disliked military service, Dissatisfied in Italy. 

Very fond of “land of his birth,' 

No adjustment necessary - is American born. 

(a) Married six years ago, 

Three. ‘ 

Very severe business losses, Cheerful. Looking for 
better conditions, 


(57.) 


Rome, Italy - 1864, 

Farming, Later worked for shoe manufacturer. 

1899. Family sent him to be rid of him after his 
wife ran away with the two children, 

Bartender, fisherman, 


Wants to forget Italy, due to unhappy, early life there. 


Likes life in United States among Italian fishing 
people. 

Excellent adjustment, 

Sings old Italian songs and clings to native la 

(a) Married twice. First wife and two children dis- 
appeared. 

(bo) Four sons - one fisherman, motion picture 


operator, doctor, high school student, 


Pive,. 
Not particularly affected, 
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(58.) 


Spezia, Province of Liguria, Italy, 1891. 

Pather, miller, who owned good bit of land, 

Served in Carabinieri for five years. 
Educated in Argentina. Learned 
machinist trade. 

1912. "To see world and make a fortune." 

Trade machinist. 

Wants to return to Italy as soon as property can 
be sold, 

Not a citizen. Thought about it at times, 

Excellent. Doesn't bother with politics and 
always gets along. 

Married woman of French descent, Divorced, 

Boy, twelve years, whom he supports, 

Four 


Hasn't felt depression himself but feels there 
will soon be a change. Says, “People 
won't stand for hard times any longer. 
Russia is only country where things are 
handled sensibly today.” 


(59.) 


1889 - Milan, Italy, 

Very poor financial condition, lack of adequate 
food and housing, 

1910 - Seeking to Pind more profitable life. 

Waiter, part owner of restaurant, restaurant owner, 

Admires Mussolini, not interested in going back to 

jorge f opposed to war, 

Has made good living though lost several thousand 
dollars in Bank of Italy crash. Nice 
apartment and cwnr auto, 

Single. 

Ten - seven other children and moter and father. 

Had comfortable income through depression period, 
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ITALIAN ate 
(60) 
1. 1866 + Italy. 
2. Store keeper. 
oS» Came over as a child, 
4. 1899, 
5. Store (grocery) bootblack. 
7%. Wight as well be in Italy - All the same 1! 
8. Very poor, English; no civic interest, 
10. Married « five children - all have good da pica 
financially. 
li. Seven. 
12. Lost store during prohibition ~- makes two and half to 
. three dollars a day in boot black 
stand. 
(61.) 
1. Italy - 1912. 
Ss. Came over when two years old. 
4. 1914 
5. Work in auto wrecking establishment, owner of similar 
business. 
8. Typical American, Young man. 
i0, Single. 
ii. Four. : 
12. Makes a fair living, supports mother and father and 
: puts brother through high school. 
(62.) 
1. Genoa, Italy. 
2. Farmer. 
5. Farm keeper, baker, army seqeetant 
4. 1920. 
5. Garbage business. 
7. Now lives like a king compared to Old country. 
8. Satisfactory - able to take trip to Italy - has ob- 
tained raturaligation papers. 
10. Married - no children. 
lie Three. 
12. Worked steady for last four years. 
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EUALIAN 
(63.) 


Neples, italy. 

School teacher ~ father very religious. 

apprentice to boat operator, deckhand first mate, 
ordinary seaman. 

Advice of Philadelphia friend, 

Fruit stand, vineyard owner, restaurant owner, wakes 
werehouse checker, SERA labor 
projects, . 

Very ¢ritical of present banking laws, imicrse Roose- 
velts banking policy. 

Economically he has been up and down. 

ee daughter of Philadelphia friend. Three 
daughters and one son. Two eldest 
girls married, one dependent on 
charity. Neither contribute to 
support of old couple. 

Nine + Three generations, daughter and husband, father 
and grandfather. 

No regular employment for few years. SERA worker, 
blame s depression for condition. 


(64.) 


Milanys ten 
Parmer ~ father employed in silk mill financially poor, 
Three years schooling, ferm laborer, factory worker. 
Strongly urged by her United States eeitiine Goa Fathers. 
Unknown Italian financed her trip 
as fiance. 
Housewife. . 
Now goes to night school, and desires American citizen- 


Until recently held on to old Italian conditions of 
diving, speaking and dressing. 
Married in 1914 to benefactor who paid transportation 
Overs Four children, 
Directly two families or about thirteen, 
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ITALIAN 
(65.) 


i. Ttaly 1880. 

S. Small landowner. 

4. Better his condition, 

Se Steel worker, vegetable business. 

10. Married = carries burden of family and relatives. 

11. Three directly, father, son and wife. 

12. Business has been poor since 1929, difficult time 
supporting family now. 


(66.) 


1. 1907 Northern Italy. 

2-« Fruit store owner in San Francisco. 

5» Brought over at age of fourteen, 

4. 1921 with parents. 

Se Clerking fruit store and department store. 

6. Pleasant memories = nothing definite. 

8. Graduated night high school Americanized. 

10, Unmarried - quarrelled with folks precipated break. 
11. Three mother and father. 


(67.) 


1. Prato, Tuscany » Italy. 
2, Father employed by Italian civil government. 
Se Baker and confectioner + served in army - owner of 
bakery « 
4. Came to America to get lots of money. 
5. Assistant chef in big hotel as fancy cake baker < 
holds union job in Califonria. 
6. Anti-fascistic. Wishes te tring his mother and father 
to United States. 
7. Thinks Roosevelt great leader - recovery imminent. 
intends to remain here - good citizen. 
8. Economically and culturally excellent. 
10. (a) Married Italian widow with two children. 
(b) Giving ehildren good education. 
(c) Excelient. 
ll. Five. 
12. Little effect - good job buying home, 
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ITALIAN 
(68.) 


Born in America of Italian parentage. 

Sold vegetables, painter and carpenter. 

Graduated Galileo High School 1925, waitress, five 
and ten clerk, employed at Heinz. 

Married in 1934 American of German descent. One 
brother and one sister clerking. 

Five two parents and brother and husband. 


(69.) 


Merchant upper class - very wealthy. 
1914 at age of 7. 
1914 brought by father to remove family from war zone. 
Tutoring graduated from Catholie schools ~ owns inter+ 
. for decorating and antigqne furniture 
shop. 
Political views confused has a vague. admiration for 
| Mussolini. 
Great admiration for Public libraries. 
ees bother bulturally and economically. 
C6» 
Depression reduced business, says if hadn't received 
help from his father would have 
lost it several times. 


(70.) 


America. Female 

Came to America while young, became farmers. 

Farmed out by mother - went into convent + gave up 
taking veil to marry Englishman - 
farmed - works in bakery. 

Economically fair + culturally excellent. 

a) Married an Englishman in America, 

b) Pour daughters married two teachers one nurse. 
two boys who dl do school, 

¢) Excellent. 


Ten. 

Farming not very remunerative ~ most money spent on 
: chilérens' education, Not complain- 
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ITALIAN 
(71.) 


Rome, Italy 1899. 

Father violinist confortable circumstances. 

Studied at conservatory became accompléshed 
violinist. 

1922 ~ at failure to achieve success. 

Played in orchestra - staff artist for radio station, 

Condemns Italian policy as leading up to war. 

Approves of Roosevelts policy - thinks highly of SERA. 

Excellent. — 

Married - American born Italian girl. 

(b) Three children go to grammar school. 

Four. ° 

Position enables him to maintain comfortable standard 
of living. Laudits SERA for unem- 
ployed musicians. 


1911 Milan, Italy. 

Bakers, owned Bakery in New York, now retired, 
Brought over when six years old. 

Folks saved enough to go in business. 

Drives bread truck msician,. 

Unmarri ed. 

Twelve mother father and ten children. 
Buginess poor Bakery losing money. 


(73.) 


Albruzza, Italg. | 

Agricultural laborers, illiterate peasant class not 
desiring education, 

Five years schooling worked in fields though desired 
education. 

About 1900 ~ To attend University. 

Unskilled labor, medical school physician. 

His land of opportunity. 

nh practice indicates good adjustment. 

Family and himself (no definite number) 

Success fully retired. 
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LTALTAN 


(745). 
1875 Italy. 
Cae here when twenty five. 
1905. 


Storekeeper general labor, bootblack. 

Good adjustment able to build up paying business at 
age of fifty tive. 

Married = no details. 

Two - man and wife. 

Completely wiped out in 1929 Stock crash - charity for 

| a yeer and a helf - now making eigh- 

teen dollars a week. 


(75.) 


Naples, Italy 1896, 

Learned floor business, served in Italian Army. 

Bloor layer O SERA project. 

Dissatisfied at present economic statis. 

Speaks poor English. 

Married «= California born girl. One son Catholic 
Parochial Sehool. 

Three - immediate family. 

Unemployed since 1952. Finances canse very unsatis- 
factory living conditions. 


(76.) 


1898 Pioraco, Province of Maceralo, Italy. 

Father stone mason. 

Apprentice stone mason, buiiding fortifications army. 
19 


23 
Married in 1925, and father of four children, 
Eight - two generations, 


(77.) 


Berkeley, California. 1913. 

Resents Italian parentace. 

Tries to be as American as possible, no trade or pro- 
fession. Suffering from tuberco- 
losis. 

One» 
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ZTALTAN 
(784) 


Italy 1889. 

Minor « 

1905 advise of friends. | 

Cigar business - still so employed. 
Economically satisfactory. | 
One » 

hmployed es 


(79.) 


italy. Female. 

Porced by political reasons to leave italy, truck 
farmer on large scale. 

Came over as a chiid. 

With folks ~ Political refugees. 

Managed truck farms. 

Adopted the United States as her and her childrens 
country. 

Married ~- farmer employed by father . Lost father, 
mother and husband in San Francisco 
Pire. One son dentist and one son 
tradesman. 

Three generations about ten or more. 

Lost heavily in Bank of Italy stock, owns considerable 
real estate. 


(80. ) 


Solino, Province of Genoa. 1-6-1894. 
Apprentice cabinet maker minor. 


, 1914 escape military service. 


Cabinet maker carpenter. 

Took out citizenship papers 1915. 

Heonomically good. 

ia! Married. 

(b) Two boys minors. 

(c) attending high school. 

On@ « 

Employed at same shop since war. Part time employment 
now. Lost funds in stock crash, 
Wife worked in cannery. 
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ITALIAN 
(81.) 


Naples Province of Naples, 

Contractor well to do. 

Educated in private academy. No profession or indus- 
trial experience. Left school ace 
count of war. Later became a con- 
serpit soldier, at age of 17. 

Probably.1919 or 1920, Family died or killed in war. 

Iearned English, Bookkeeping. Commission house. 

Giad to have left Italy. 

Good Citizen. 

Economically and culturally good. 

(a) Warried Irish girl. 

(b) Two boys - two girls minors. 

Ones ‘ 

Ameriea lives in future, Europe dying in past 


(82.) 


Genoa, Genoa Province, Dep't, Liguria, about 1883. 

Quarry worker. 

Age 17 ~ 19 wérked on docks in Genoa, 

Entered United States about 1900. dumped ship in New 

York, 

Waiter restaurant and beer garden, Grape and wine in- 
dustry, ranch owner in pardnership. 

Has made money in liquor business, failure seems due to 
change to ranch life and inexperience. 

(a) Married Italian 

(b) Three children. Two boys in business in Eastern 
United States. 

{e) Sons satisfactory. Daughter a minor, 

Ne 

Loss of vineyard due to inexperience and prbhibition. 
working as a waiter. | 


(83.) 


1906 at age 19, 

Laborer and mechanic for 10 years. then owned several 
groceries. 

Economically good till 1931 Lost better than $10,000, 

Has lost his all but spare time has been devoted to 
educating himself, 
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ITALIAN 
(84.) 


l. Mondovi, Piedmont 1895. 

2s Cattle traders. 

4, 1914 at age 20 ~ because of stoles told by uncle. 
5. Restaurant worker. | 

7. Has become citizen and apparently satisfied. 

8. Has prospered and saved money. 

1l. Ones 
12. Apparently unaffected. 


(85.) 


i. Province Calabrie. 1892. 

Bu Pisherman. 

3. Minor, 

4e 1908. | 

5. Shipyatd worker and sailor. Now employed on ferry- 
* boatse | 

6. Economic conditions only deterrent to return, 

7+ Economically satisfied. 

8. Satisfied to work for small pay eat easy work. Steady 

worker» 
10. {a} Married into same group. 


(b) Six children, four boys, two girls. 
) ll. Ones 
12. Employed by same concern, only slight pay cuts. 
(86.) 


1. Genoa - Genoa Province - Department Liguria Italy. 

2. Marble cutter. 

Se Marble cutter - only two years actual experience. 

4, Getober, 1917. 

5. Wood carver two years. Marble cutter four years. 
Motorman on street railways to 
present time, still employed. 

8. Economically satisfactory. Attained citizenship. 

10. (a) Married. 

(b) Three children, 
a * One * 
12. HEmployed. 
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(376) 


Pisa, Tuscany, Italy. 

Farmer - Dairyman. 

Parmer Dairyman Milk route in Pisa. 

Odd jobs first year. Dairy worker to superintendent, 

No desire to return. Unfavorable to Mussolini. 

Sorry not to have come to United States sooner. 

Economically satisfactory. 

(c) Attending school. 

One. 

Employed at good salary. Believes United States re- 
eovering from depression, Europe has 
terrible future. To much Hitler and 


Mussolini. 
(88.) 
Venice, Province of Venice 1907. 
Farmer. 
Minor. 
1923. 


Restaurant worker - bartender. 

Desire to return for visit. 

intends becoming a citizen. Intends to stay. 
Not very well established. 

Single. 

One « 


(89.) 


Salerno, Province of Salerno 1905. 
Small orchardist, Lemons. 
Minor. 
1919. Sent to uncle in New York to learn barber trade. 
Did not learn English, nor the barber trade. Became 
a bootblack. 
Very poor. 
Ones 
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ITALIAN 
(90.) 


Pavia, Province of Pavia 1900. Female 

Laborer orchard. 

Minor ehild. 

1910. Father urged to come by his wife, her stepmother. 

Father purchased small vineyard, with savings made from 
share work. She worked at varicus 
farm tasks until marriage. 


High school education, Works at factory work to help 


supsort family. 
se Married Italian. 
b) One child, minor, 


Two. 
Employed part time. 

(91.) 
Velletri, Province Rome 1891. 


Cobbler. 

Went to sea at 16 years of age. 

After the war. On Munition ships during war. Came to 
: San Francisco in 1925. 

Laborer , Fagtory worker. 

Doesn't care for Mussolini. 

Evidently unsatisfactory. Prefers a seaman's life. 

Ones ; 


(92.) 


1880. 

Farwer » 

Minor. 

1893. 

Laborer. 

Steadily employed as a laborer, no education. 

Ones 

Steadily employed = owns several pieces of property. 


(93.) 


Cirelic, Province of Pistoia, Italy 1891. 

Parents peasants. 

Prepared to become a priest at wish of parents. 
Worked in office in France. 

1913. Heard standard. 
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ITALIAN 
(94.) 


1883. . 

Geod education. 

1904 - studied United States. Especially cities. 
industries and climate. Came on own 
iniative. 

Manian money, invested in failing businesses he felt 
could be made to pay. Later invested 
in stock. 

Made money and fitted into Italian American life. 

One. 

Lost fortune on stock market. Now on charity. 


(95.) 


Catalnia, Sicily. 

Nurseryman and Gardener. 

Nurseryman. 

About 1920, account of health. 

Nurseryman. 

Thinks his country a garden spot. 

Has apparently prospered - Has employed as many as two 
dozen men at a time. 

One. 

While his business has failen off greatly, he feels 
things will soon be alright again. 


(96.) 


Near Laga Maggiore 1882. 

Wine Merchant quite well to do. 

Wine merchant and exporter. 

1913. 

Wine merchant and importer. 

Ardent admirer of Mussolini and believes Italy to be 
all it should be. 

Americans are too tense. They do not live. Americans 
will find a Mussolini some day. 

Has always made money, stiil owns the family place in 
italy. 

One e 


Susiness has fallen off to where he is making but a mere 


$5000 per year. 


34 


Honea pees: ss 


splat Longe saatayt bedtat bodies - NORE 
. oe ‘ F LAr vie 
soe) ete a Oy Lay Bee Palee Basse he 3 ; 
’ 
ne © hoy Soe. hea : ‘ ara 
re « Ud te Brae Ae 1 
eT A? — fs gt Rin an > ri ee i eos rere 
ie Oe as ' $US HQ lg ret “ei 7 if tak } Fy ty a 5 Cyt ‘aadest 
i \ au Oi es -F : wk th eas 
ae & wy ere e+ ee il Sy Ms i x oa * os p By 7 
, Weak » ag te 
> aenr wD ; ; 
n y % Lee hey setlist eins eae 
Wh Y wa a we 23 Dee vento ebnl- 
o WED) 
sity Hee Pan oy ol : iy feb ttsown 4 aes 
° bi i ‘ rae! ROOwa 2 : S41 par ‘hie hk 1 AL 
f * zs 
é a 
, * ~ J . 
he Bey, “Ee » Peo ts 
o VLD Sb a ES a 
eae ti ft 4 Wy 
Ey ; 
* . , wa 
~ 2 j } 
° " 
e ’ ~~ 7 
\ , 
‘ : y n 
1 3 
a . 
. 
ms cyan reat : + us % ey" 3] 
uae . 40 q ~ ” 
P ims Lee 
e 
Lis 
. gh 
> 
xt : Rs iy 
e j ¥ 
ra 4a L 
. were 
. Fy bags rte Foy, hy ie ie oe 
‘ u LL “f 4 
+ * a i ' al tal 
ait gd efi: n¥el Spt | Rex's fe mes: ait monet 
; a % Blas M4 a4 
4 t ‘e : * 
y a par ya Laer | 16. 4 a5 < 4 
: ' 
Fei “iy . t i 6 ia ni le ~ = Pe oe 
a ~ 2 ee , pe. Cis Ea «OOD Ss nidik’ one want ig Ke ie A 
: 1 . hy aa} r+ we h 
a i aoe 
; m : te - Yes “ i] “ ’ | 
cia eer AT bi alidee Woh Has Tao ghee ByAt 
Aan ie ey a Tahip 
a hia 4, " 
aie 
, ic ; 


P| , P 4 
Ss ay fr 


ITALIAN 
(97.) 


Italy 1886. 
Farmer. 
Helped on farm Came in as minor. 


First six years as miner, then in mavaroni factory. 
Bought interest in tusiness and now has full control. 
One. 

No great difference in his business since depression. 


(98.) 


Ita ly 1884, 

Minor 1890, 

1890 to Better conditions. 

Section hand. 

continuous work for forty years, but saved in ets 
Ones 

Supported since 1931 by oldest son. 


(99.) 


America 1898. 
Background of parents unknown. 


Several years as miner also Colciminer in United States 


Gypsun Company Plant. 
Has earned $250 per month for years mt saved nothing. 
Divoreed,. 
One. 
Would be entirely unemployed if not for brother who 
uses him around an auto park. 


(100. ) 
Candenobbio, Northern italy. 


Father worked for a wine merchant. Kept vineyard in order. 


Wishes to return to see his folks. 
Good. 

Italian music and dancing. 

(a) Married. 

(b) Children go to Catholic school. 
Three. 
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ITALIAN 


(101.) 
Avellino, Avellino Province 1905, 
Peasants. 
Minor age eight. 
1913. 
Learned printers trade - cdd jobs in Manafacturing plants 


and as machinist. 
1926 becanie “interested in inereasine education. Exten- 


sion course Journalism and English. 


Now organizer of A.F.ofL. in 
California Valley. 

Ones 

Working as ‘mmal. 


(102.) 


Iona, department of Piedmont, Italy. 

Peasants of the poorer class. 

Factory worker, house cleaning, longshoreman. 

came steerage, hoped to better living conditions. 

Macaroni factory. 

Very high in praise of United States, very satisfied 
with present economical status. 
likes Roosevelt, is a second Gar- 
baldi, distrusts California elec- 
tions. 

Went te night school applied for citizenship papers. 

die married, is Italian born girl in Italy. Son. 


Pair ly good job. Comfortable conditions economically. 
(103.) 


Triesta, Italy 1896. 

Fisherfolk and farmers. Fairly prosperous. Owned 
farm and fishing boat. 

Fishing. . 


1914. The land of opportunity. 
Laborer on excavating gang. Boiler makers helper. 
Boilermakers fishing. 


Economically satisfactory. Has saved a good deal of 


money. No interest in United 
States politics. He reads the 
| newspaper, but nothing else. 
Not married. 
One. 
Has had less work since depression end is worried that 
his savings are dwindling. 
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ITALIAN 
(104.) 
Province of Florence, italy 1882. 


Well to do middle class. Father owned a tile and pottery 


factory. Mother came from office 
holding family. 
Received a fairly good education in public schools, 
: Learned tile and pottery work. Mili- 
tary service. 
About 1900; lost interest in house concern. 
Semi-skilled and unskilied labor. Brick and pottery 
factories. New york to California 
in about 10 years, 
No desire to return. . 
Rather indifferent but likes the Unites States. 
Slow, independent. 
Has drifted away from church. 
(a) Married Italian immigrant girl in 1910. Died 1920, 
(b) Wo children, 
TWO ; 
Resents not being able to get work but otherwise stolid, 
stoical, indifferent. 


(105.) 


Northern Italy. 

Folks a small tenant farmer and stone mason. 

At age of four, his father and uncle with their fami- 
lies came to United Status. 

His father working here as stone mason. 

EKiementary and high school, stone mason's helper, deck 
hand and fish cannery tender; po~ 
liceman (one year -lost job) cap- 
tain of fish cannery tender. Shore 

fisherman. . , 
Does not care to return; but almost worships Mussolini. 
Not much interested in current events, but thinks a man 
| like Mussolini is needed in this 
country. 

Complete. @.«2+, reads daily sport pages of newspapers. 
Economically satisfactory. Relati-~ 
vely well off. 

Religious background still intact. 

: One wife. 

bd) One daughter (age 15) 

Two 


Has not felt the depression. 
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ITALIAN 
(106.) 


Naples, Italy 1888. 

Elementary education (to 9th grade). Owned and tilled, 
a small plot of ground. Rather 
poor little money. 

1927. +>) 

Foundry worker. 

Disinterested politically. Attitude: politics leads 
to unpleasantness. 

Enthusiastic about ~~ opportunities in United 
States. 

Seemingly very rapid; economically satisfactory. 


The Quasi service status of wife . 

{a) Italian wife. 

(bo) Four children two boys, two firls, all born in 
italy. Oldest age fifteen. 

(ec) Very complete. Children participate in ali acti-_ 
vities in school. Italian friends 
preach against and predict dire 
outcome of the too-likeable train- 
ing of children. 

Six. 

Not affected by depression. 

(107.) 

Caltonisetta;, Sicily, i889. 


Poor peasants. 

1914 for economic betterment. 

laborer, owned and operated small cheese factory. 

The poor man has a better chance of living in the United 
States than in Sicily or elsewhere. 

Complete. 

(a) Married in Holin, Immigrant girl, divorced after 
three years. One daughter with his 
former wife's parents. 

(b) Two brothers married American girla. 

(c) Sent for his father and mother several years ago. 
fiis father is unable to adjust him- 
self to the new envireonment (age 
90 plus) His mother likes the 

es United States better (Over 75). 

Xe 

Adversaly affected, he has lost thousands of dollars. 

in his business. 
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ITALIAN 


(108.) 
Pisa, Province of Pisa 1894. 
Minor. . 
1914. 


Janitor Now contracts window cleaning. 

Proud of his recently acquired citizenship. 

Owns two homes and a business. Is a good citizen and 
wants to raise his boys to be such. 


One. , 
Business is bad but I get by. 
(109.) 


America. Female 

Father from well educated Tuscan family. Came to 
America to avoid priesthood. 

Have never worked (sisters). 

The father seems to have been very successful finan- 
eal Sl 

Very closely adhered to. two girls, one 20 and 
the other 33 have never been out 
without chaperone. Furniture and 
food all Italian. 


Three. 

4 

(110. ) 

Palermo, Sicily 1880. 
Blacksmith, 
Shoemaker. 
1921 - had brother in Dallas, Pexas. 
Shoemaker, 


Politically all for Mussolini. 

None just works. 

Has worked industriously - saved money - but can not 
read or write and speaks very 
poorly. 

Married here to a Roman girl, a widow, very well ed- 

bo ucated, has two children. 

Oe 


Have smaller income but are able to pay as they go. 
will not use credit, 
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‘ITALIAN 
(111.) 


Genoa, Genova Province 1892. 

Tenant farmer ~ no education. 

Minor - had helped fathez- ol farm.. 

1912 - to better himself. 

Vegetable gardener and laborer. 

Has always worked, till recently, buying own home. Not 
a citizen. Speaks very little 
English. 

Old habits still cling. 

Married Italiam~American girl who lost citizenship in 
marrying him. Two children. 

One. 

Leasoned employment makes it hard for him to pay on 
home and finds it difficult to 
get by. 


(112.) 


Molbino Del Pallone, Pistoia Province, 1896. 

Peasants. 

School and army. 

About 1920. 

Laborer = clerk - bootlegger, and now bartender. 

Impression given economic conditions in Italy lessens 

_ any desire to return. 

None expressed. 

Any large amount of money made seems to have been 
made in illegal ways. 

One . 

Before the stock market crash I was worth $25,000, 
now I am worth $20. 


(113.) 


Rome 1880, 

Slum dweller = no trade. 

Gamin and thief - at 35 to Switzerland in silversmiths 
trade. 

1925. 


Filed from conscription into Switzerland. Can't return. 
Has been unable to secure steady work. . 
One » 

Has been on relief since depression started. 
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ITALIAN 
(114.) 


Province of Cosenza, Calabria 1890 approx. 

Farmer. 

1915 ~ on visit - permanently about 1980. Relatives 
here. 

Railroad worker. 

Has natural love for native country. 

Likes America and has decided to become a citizen. 

Has worked steadily and saved. 

Italian spoken at home. Italian food served. Their 
book and pictures constant re- 
minders of old country. 

(a) Married in Italy a woman of a better than ordinary 
family. 

(b) Have one child, a boy. Graduate of Technical High 
School, Now University of Cali- 
fornia. 

Three. 

Apparently unaffected. 


-(115.) 


Province of Piedmont. 

Laborer. 

Textile worker. 

1950 =- to better his condition. 

Working in Paste Factory. | 

One of pity for those left behind. 

Nothing on earth can compel him to leave. 

Worked steadily - confortable home - goes to Night 
School. 

Apparently Americanized. 

Married in Italy into own class = one child. 

Ones 

Has continued to work steadily. 


(116.) 
italy. 
1904, 
Had fruit and vegetable store 1904 - 1929, 
car deed oie and self supporting till 1929, 


Lost store 1929. Has been employed since on CWA & SERA. 


41 


oe Dee 


~ Sire 
» ae « ee) at tr sy 
‘ i ie a ee 
ht Bee 3 
eer ~ 
bd » te 
Wate tsa as F ” 
1 aA a 6 
0 ans q a 4 
‘ Fy at 0, 
+ oy 2 ee 2 
{ hs dm bi 
* 4 Oy 
ol 
+ OF 1 * 
’ 
+ 
+ 
. 
. 
4. 
. aD ch 
i « 
. oi ‘ 
~ % ’ J 
ae re 
“ ys <3 
- ¥ - 3 Z ; 
os é 
oe 
th Fe ce —s 
wee St SORE 
i + 
2 or —_ 
A 
. 
y* 


~ WOOL es (‘oF e 
Lise ho ees Srex 


* 


a & 4 
. ] r 7! 
PIT Laert if extind Yo 7 coneage 
eer et : 2S wt 
f Yiaes, net & ed cree 


Legrie eS one eae 


¥ fo: er, 
oe a ae Ya 
cRnow Daowltae 

&. wo? aves Ler dante eed. 
Gat KTR Sou etalk PORT © GAPS 
a aaa Dewy icone Baik Ys r 
pms oye sal fedx : 


ed ie oars. , 
wae Yoneistgh  yGt 


row oH Dette 2 BeOS ne 


8. 


| SPALTAN 
{127.} 
Seuthern Italy, About 1900, 
Parents very poor. , 
House work and sheepherdser. Never gone to school. in 
his life. 
1912. Brought over as a servant, 
Servant + bartender <- bootlegger = truck driver < 
high jacker « worked for Al 
Capone =- bartender in beer 


parlor. 
Poor. Has been in jail often. 
One. 
(118.) 
Born in United States told by parents he was born in 


Bolgna, Italy. 

Wealthy farmer and store keeper. 

High school education - worked on train crew. 

1928 ~ to escape fascictic persecution when he dis- 
covered he was an American 
citizen by birth. 

Leck company. Shipping gang, vegetable peddling, 
work in powder sugar, plays in 
orche stra. 

Objects to compulsory military training, strongly anti- 
fascistic, 

Very fond of land of his birth, but classes Roosevelt 
with Mussolini. 

Fair, 


Three 
Quite “pitter ~ lost car <- working days cut down to 18 
a month blames "Blue Eagle". 


(119.) 


Lewer Messino, Sicily 1899. 
Middle class farmer in Italy - Bakery business in 


America. 
Minor « about 1901. 
About 1901 - unknown, 
Student - Pennsylvania University and Medical School 
University of Gologna and 
University of Paris. Holder 
of research fellowship Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvanig. 
Culturally all that could be asked. Economically has 
never made much and says he 
never expects to, 
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Italian 
(120.) 


1894 Mollino del Pallone, Province of Pistoia. Italy. 

Father a cabinet maker. 

Blacksmith apprentice, blatksmith, locomotive repair= 
man world war. 

Unable to find work after army discharge, father helped 
obtain passage: money. 

Married in New York - two children - divorced wife be- 
cause of unfaithfulness. 

Seven. ‘ 

eens ty employed until 1932.. Last year pay cut from 
eight to five ficty a day worked 
only two to three days a week. 


(121.) 


Family is well to do land owners. Female 
Textile worker, manager of gift.shop. 
Would like to go back to Italy afraid to leave husband. 
Does needle work, attends church regularly. 
Married - American born Ttalian Musician, 
(a) One child. 
b) Husband unemployed since 1931. 
a) She has supported family. 
o- Marriage relations unhappy - husbaad cruel. 
PAivVé « 


“She has worked at same job for four. years, husband un- 


able to find work, 
(122.) 


San Jose, California 1893, 

Peet-Palmolive factory as checker in shipping department, 

Exceptionally loquacious - familarity with radio and 
street car schedules. 

Married two children, 

Fours 

Same job for fifteen years at four dollars a dav. Live 
in poor neighborhood. No.car,. 
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ITALIAN 
(123.) 


Spoleto, Perugia. 1894. 

Fether a stone mason - mother a laundry worker. 

Helped father - arrived here age 20. 

1914 no reason given. 

Cement worker - later contractor. 

Is citizen and fought through the war. Likes it here. 

Has made money but lest all but $6000 in 1929. 

One « 

Unable to establish business - is working as a factory 
hand. 


(124.) 


Nap les. 

Twins - architect - electrical engineer. 

Approximately 1932. Dissatisfaction with present te- 
gime. 

Commission merchants. 

No desire to return. 

Appreciates freedom of thought and action. 

Eeonomically and culturally satisfactory. 

Three. 

Depletion of funds has prevented followi regular oc= 
cupations. (former 


(125.) 


Piacenza, Piacenze Province, Italy. 

Parmer and cheese manufacturer. 

Clerk. 

1933 - unability to Pind regular employment and dis- 


satisfaction with present govern- 


ment. 

San Francisco representative Greek Importing Firm, 
Studying Law. 

Has love of country but opposes Fascism, 

Satisfied and intends staying. 

Economically better and culturally on a par with old 
life, 


One » 
No effect. 
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ITALIAN 
(126.) 


Florence 1885. 

Wine maker. 

Laborer and maateur wees Pighter. 
1906. 

Laborer and sailor. 

Returned home to fight in world war. 
Apparently satisfied with his life here. 
Economically 0.K. 

Never married. 

Ons « 

Continous work. 


(127. ) 


Fermo, Ascoli, 

Laborer. 

Laborer. 

Approximately 1921 - 22. 

Railroad laborer. 

Would never return. 

Anxious to receive final papers and become an American 
citizen. 

Has worked steadily and is economically better off. 
Has saved money. 

One. 

Has worked through depression. 


(128, ) 


Southern Italy. 

Peasant tenant farmer. 

Truck gardener and gardening by the day. 

Likes America pretty well. 

Much better off here than could hope to be in the old 
eountry. 

One « 

Has managed to work most of time. 


(129.) 


Turin, Ita ly e 

Father a raitroad engineer, 

At age of 18 to Buenos Aires where he had an uncle 
owning a store, Worked there 
several years as laborer and 
machinist, on railroad. In 1923 
came to United States. 

Stevedore,. 
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ITALIAN 
(1350. ) 


Florence, Frovince of Pascany, Italy, 1872. 

Wealthy manufacturer of Artistic furniture. 

Study and culture. 

1905 = unable te agree with father. 

Several years a coal miner, then to San Francisco amd 
established business as sculp- 
Sor. 

Apparently economically well adjusted until became in- 
valid in 1925. 

One. 

Unaffected as invalidism had forced him in to charit- 
able institution in 1925. 


(131.). 


San Francisco, Calif. 1894. 

Father came here 1885. Saloon keeper. 

Went to Italy 1910. Became a trader, stayed til 1927. 

Returned to America 1927. 

Odd jobs since returning nothing steady. 

Return indicates a preferente. 

Has been unable to secure work since returning. 

Married while in Italy two children born in italy and 
two here. . 

Two. 


Has been helped by all available relief associations, 
and now on SERA @ $11.00 per 
week. 


(132.) 


Foligno, Department of Umbria 1891, 
Store keeper. 
Printers apprentice and army. 
1920. 
Printers apprentice and army. 
Evidently does not like present political set up. 
Successful for first eight years. Owned home,saved 
money, married, then lost in 
stocks. 
Married - divorced. 
One. 
Average two or three days work per week for over a 
year. Wishes he had never 
been born. 
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STALIAN 


Vicinity, of Naples. 

Gardener on large estate. 

Gardener. 

At age 30. Brought here by wealthy American as gardermr. 

Gardener. 

Eeonomice condition far superior to that possible in old 
+ gountry. 

Italian only, still spoken and adheres very closely to 

old established habits. 
Married Italian woman. 
Ons « 


. Worked continuously with slight wage cuts, 


(134.) 


Pietrasanta, Lucca 1901. 

Laborer in Marble quarry. 

Laborer and three years as sailor. 

1926 - refined to join Fascisti. 

Odd laboring jobs. 

Not satisfied with conditions. there. . 

Has been unable to find work. 

TwWwOe 

Employed on Government project - probably the steadiest 
employment since coming here. 


, reper (135.) 


Lorsicas, Province of Genova 1867. Female. 

Silk manufacturer and mayor of his town, 

Minor age 18, 

1885 fathers! interest in America aroused by previous 
trip in 1875 to California. 

Dressmaker (father in fruit business). 


Memories pleasant. 


Contented with her lot here.. 

Has prospered, 

or man in America from her home town. Eight children. 
Oe : 


No apparent effect. 
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Naplea « > 

quite poor = evidently 

helped Uncle on farm « mating winds 
ee ece vai im te come. 

odd oe oon several y: then with Winery. “Ath 
advent of  @pehd bition gaai] stere and has 


neialiy well off = Cennot read or write Eneli: 
a aed Swiseet 
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“Italy < 1902 
ee ee ‘nerd to support. 


. Saee shlndings 
. 1939 = tmele in San Fremeisco offered bin cis fare. 
.Gne year with Uncle, delivering ahoes ~ choo shiner 


eri acaietent tor in stere nine yoaers ond then 
opened Stand hs OFM, 


. a8 "getting by * aieely. 
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Florence ~ 1907 

Wealthy morehant end owner of lerce esate 

Minor = Business intereste of fatier trou, t al) to 
wae away Trom war. 


en interest in Antique ani period furniture, 
—— enterin, teat business with a friend. Excoliant 


businece unti2 
So Antention of of returning to Ttalye - 
intire fantiy would fit aiuto life of ang country. 


eel Gata iiinnieaban £6 aréie te carer en. 
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Northern Ihaly 0 About 1090. 
Soreed on farm until war. 

1916 - = Came with brother on money 

Brother ae walter - be unemployed « ‘both. discourared. 


Tiquor violation, ipolke ort doing odd Frnt 


Seitser wants to Re back account 
fPo itelys 
singles has weeiiy found a plisee with Ube 
S 


iroknews alecys tecebher and one man 
job when other le unecoleyed. 
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unfavorable news 


ages to have 


Surin, Province of Turin =~ 1064, 


Totel proprictor =< wuite well off, 
Foreed by father to Jeave hume, He anil recently 
acquired wife worked five yeerr aa moniela in 


eye He tm ray wore Hotel Dusinese « became « 
ee ee ee oe Anes 


Girl aoekel a goverment of, ficiel,. Son owns 
ono of San Franciscote 1 Jargest nig t clube, 


( 141) 
italy = 1002, 


fooceabting - Aone: openen enc oid jobe. 


Pas ae! < : sted Bes | arced } 

pat Hint on to get & s00s sy 
SEG SG Ge SAI town tn Teslze . 
OTN. 
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Paiomm, Siciiy « 1090 spproximately. 
ood - entire featy cane, efter death of fathers 
ror seven yeara in bakery « twenty-six yoare labor 
an iron foundry. 
Tas been steady wor ers, 
3} Married Tradian girl. 

Four @ai}aren = €9o how working. 


says would 


Mae mot worked Por several years and 
_ Be Geatitute Sf At vere not for children. 


sll 


Tteive 

Dengeiest - prospercis = owned otter property. 
7h oehoo) ang in ery. 

i age tuertyefour « » for adventure. 

taborer « learmeé berbering axl ies folleved 


t-at trace 
Void 


ikke to re-visit hom, bat wife dces note 
This is greatest country in tie wrid, ; 
hae worked ecnsistent Jy = S@ emi wife both citizens, 
Bavried Itmiien cirl,. 


OnGe 
. $$£e is forced to wrk te eapplesent hie income. 


{ 146 3 
Ttely + 1990 approninalelys Penales 
Pather owned aii vineyard, 


Liver = cane pith gurete who wmvo now rehurred, 


homiced in weateuranté part fice until married. 
ne works 2ull time acecunt iiedendts 111 health, 
lvagmed very Little of cur leneuege and feols 


un bon oe eure tne bards 
‘Siew Bene hyper migead with oa people. 
| ed itelian, 


 P) inees Seree endldren = Regen pedo Aaarectiniind 


Cam wert, 


OTs 
Sevkeg tae use", 
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@ pedier of scat = very POOP. 
2Gi3 « pte ges ler padl ingen 


SO1a papers = garage mechanic. Becams 
woot leguer ext seved Seanhy thousand dollars. Now 


BESeze wet a 


Wie fieencial condition ims improved 
( 446 j 


a (| Sea eee ew ae. Ne? PRT, ROMs 
- 1839 pA te work in Uacie's store « Srotver's clez~ 
- Than rer gtere of 4s 


Ne 
‘Wald dike 1 oT selma wut not stey in italy. 
na done w63) ani soved %a fow thousesds”, 
126066 


SETS 


es Yost of life spent with 

i i} Married Italian bora girl. ) 
2 ) Inberxia giving chiidren @ college education. 
; Profite bave been cut = still =<nkes encugi 

ig 


ae 
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6 gehool ani helped in 
| ventures 
Mede Salanit = now works in Totel, 


: scabs 3 


es 


. Plano DL Sorrento « Province o 


Store Leeper = orocer 


eapand Gs : 
leg = he Bp “my fondly te rich". 
stores 


GO back Woon saves envighs 
imerice 


YOory “uch. 
: Sela nak Wor catioans hie’ elit tbe ve & pulanens 


resident, Familiy owns considerable property in 
rn an wiieh be will sare. 
Singiee 
ONnee 
Tas apparently worked 6) tough ite 
( 148 ) 
era Province of DAVOrI we 
= maaan taiyd 


wife cantet te come ever to escape strange malady 
Wiech hal eeuwed geath of her parente, 


wii rows fh 

Bae £ ty found Mies niche emi says hie Senomo 
County wines are siperior to italian, 

Married Italien born girl. 


Tas worked continously end bas foit no 
232 effocta. 
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“ounteins of Northern Italye 1875 
LEER 


“ent to work immediately dn vogatabie gardende 
aaah s Weare See eerere Ene Sn.senee | Coane 


fara worker, but 12 Siena pase sitisensiip 
st : 
i ~ "batches axi saves money". 


Secont ly won Seven “undred riftty doliars in chinese 
lottery. So is "ell set”, 
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Province of | pabardy son ay Big Mead 
Boek vate? @ Oeitg part of land and leseing part. 


anor. 
1005 = Fanted te veo America, . 
Laborer « six years ac lumber grader - Then boucht . 
florist gop. till bas it. 
% deeire to 


return. 
tae waned land a=€ te a gcod eitioer. 
tarried, 


pede 


Peele iittic. wr e for recovery unless woe have a 
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 Yerth Italy « close te austrain shielded Peoale 


Fetter bel elways ween Bayor of oie tcwn, "Nice hone", 
At ORO. 


would never , eebee 
After b pg death, continued with store « Owns 
several } pieees | of proporty. “al considerable 


nano Re 
{3} ‘Geo sone = in Stanford, 


Sartettat income = Brevente son's return to se.ool. 
4 188 ) 
| Pyovince of PLedmont, itely. 
Tinox.. 


it age of twelve, witn older brot .or. 7 
bidder brother started Bakery = a one horse affair — 

— econ Geveluped inte a fifteen borce one. 

cow operated thirty-two now sodel trucks, | 

idea woe to make fortuse and return to Itely. 
coon Ee deawndd Gok Gusheles iiterent acc fomily now 
prevent touat. — 
ee eee ene SO MMe . 


ee children attending Universities. 
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Fatser @ restaurant owner ( in Anerica de 


Sinor { age two ). 
2898 of other relatives here. 


| Cane because: 
pense S650 /eub OF ‘place de Seales Beatties ter, 
heturned here 1933 with Pive thoucand doliere 
return 


See gaffercd financially, Gat ie content. “ao tine 
to read. 
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Deptes » 1656 approxirately. 

Pather dont « mother Sook care of eix thiltdre: « 
odd jobs, 

2907 = because of letters from friasia, 


Janitor, 
Has no wish to go backs 
ie citizen. 


_ fitted into the life here and 


taborer « ween forced. ®refers to beg for his scale 
Baeier pleking over >ere. 
Pees aot like work end country would be better off 
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1. Palermmp, Sielly « 3591 . 
Se Pother *. Pawo ~ mothar a lauvirest. 

Ss. Grotery hb elper - ~~ bonnaters at . 

&_ 1230 approximately. te better his ehencet. 

Se a iteablie pedlier « Openei grocery after war, 
7, C8&ttizer now of inited Htetoc. 

te fohuetstnes ant AG WOPOG hard. Lest mo-ey in. 


iE etcekes 
got? 106 ie} vareiets 
Bb) Four ond ldren. 
die OMe 


12. Ise afraid that if thices do not change scen thet he 
' Will be forced wut of Guseiness, 


{ 267 ) 
bp lgtedye 2a08, 
Se . NO rece = montly uanpluyed. 
POPE = te follew brother. 


& tearned matcher tree and one Followed tnt. 
Ga “ae worked stemiiily wince coming sere and 
196 


|. dives with “other ena Grothen, 
Sing G— 


. ie 
38, Wo effect. 
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= * Cemon, “rovinee of Gentn. 
Iie = rae goin « f>lenl, 


o- ay ra 
% “owa got Font 
S “ae worked bax - studied = SEVCU MONCY. Owe sures 
in his garbage company « hee two houses and an 
eutormbl Ila. 
10% bbs Married WWellan-inericen SSS. 
_ §B) One sors 


(oie 
12, faz continued ae alwayts 


toca, ‘fuscangys 2800 


Sell farner, wh0 cane’ to United States without 


fandige 
“inot.s 
(29aS+ wich Lather on -etern to Ame@lon, 


a Predt and vegatalic etore wits pvr oat lester beucht 
if ; men GO [acces 
uae ¢ Sen i : ~~ Bay ule th larce 
Sof iuential Prienin. 
: Singles 
« 6Nnee 
: Ho 411 effecta. | 
{ 160 ) 
fe “Parser. 
“Ge 3901 = Bix brotoers ail in United “tates, 
Be ene tga at stere proprictor ( owe tec) with 
“ ee ae on the side. 
Ee saved xoney and is now doing well wh ths 
as spit proeerieis Hens been arrestai an) heavily Pined 
_ £ep liquer vicletions, 
10. 8 widower. 
 (b) Ome sons 
lis (2s 
ifs 331 effect. 


BP ena 


{ i¢2 ) 
Province of “lan. 


“ilan, 106, 
— & ane pen ~ Nother a lauxirest. 


serves wath as p during WEP. 7 

Yes saved sume money anil owed a hone. 
(a) Warried. 

cht nasil boys, going to school. 
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be 


nes 8 ie tombardy, Province of tm itely = 2004. 
ao (Re Folke very poor = Fatver janitor = Indifferent to 
re walue of education « Motvor a servant. 
Se sever sent to school « kitchen boy with wealthy 
he 


+4 “ad uncle resi@ing in United States « strongly 
Liew Gisilked work he was Going « 1LOcl. 
i 8» Cooks helper = bus bey in restuarant = wiiter.s 
Se 


a itt le disappointed in lack of opportunitica. 
eee eee er ete 


national iat 
WO. Single. 
li, our. . 
18. Yorke at present job for Jast few yours. 
( 165 ) 
le Rome, Itelye 
2. tme of seven children ~- foike barely able to 
male Po teag 
Se Sreucht over vy folks when eleven years old. 
Md TO yours to have anytuing to say te 
* 


801d mewnEa Der? ~ vory Jivtie sehoold: Ge 
sftor « age besnne, Gistvict maneger in 


Ge Thinke Iiving conditions are very bad, “eo 
. 


inclination to ever go back to Italy . 

Approves highly of Sooserelt axl his policies. 
& Attended night sencol until be received 

naturalization papers =< eee Wy Americeniced. 

“ell Iiked in sewepaper offi 


10. fa) Nagrded american born Ttalien eiris 
Wife mede him sesttle down and take job 
serkouely. er influence has helped him 
(b) Three seal] children. 


SOvens 
Worked steadily for many years = slight educip 
inioSS, Six months ago received @ small raise. 
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i be A ve is i heue mi 
Peg Tee Aer” Se any en Rana 


1, Birth-place. 
2. Status and profession ef parents. 
3». Career and profeasion in Native country. 
4. Time of coming, and reason for coming. 
5. Profession or professions in the United States. 
6» Abtti®ude toward native country. 
%, Attitude toward United States. 
S, Nature of adjustment to America. 
9. ‘Survivals of old customs. 
10, Family life: 
(a) Marriage (into own group or other group). 
8 Children, occupation, — 
e) Adjustment of children te American life. 
ll. Number of individuels involved in eccount. 
12. Relation to depression, 
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rs Ve yore rothere 4c Teaty went to Cue 
a} & Has. fen worked when ever opportunity presented. 
; Tlas accusalated nothing « dislixes present work, 
: if. te acing feiriy well. 
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1. Turin, Province of Turin. 
Se Seif ard wife Ge janitor and anno a in 
4 f ; ke after 2 TR, 
Se later « now is helper in raileced 8 Op6. 
Gs “ill never go back, 
Ve ett «| calomel Hehe. 
: Be. tas f friemis here and tas ooen steadily 
, a) Brush ~ iniustrioue Sub unetlucateud, 
q 196 Brows! wife and ome child with bin, 
.. One child bors here. 
As Shey are attesding sthool end he ie going te 
: mike good eitisens of tres, 
mf 2, Wo 111 effect, 
‘pi ¢ 166 ) 
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ves le Home = 1054, . 
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2, 1°06 « #ith Pathors 
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udueated for priesttood = taugt in celiese 
at Orece, Portugal. 
1908 * vent by church te Gaidend, “alifornia, 
Seator in one of larce churches. 
Organize? = ree erieties and is weld lilved,. 
One 


de 
oe 
oe 
Se 
Be 
lls 


is 


_ a ‘ pe? Ba 
‘ —- a te 
~- > we = aan 


a 


eon ge “totiesy 


7 ee ee ge 


pi aac 


., 

Se 
te 
Be 
 & 
Ve 

Be 
Ye 
Le 
Le 


HO 


Tater acquiring 


| (198 ) 
ortelianc, Galebria = 1872, 


; Soe = wake parente fino) 
‘Besber ~ later ouned cerstval shops, 
Pleanent 


memories cf heme, bub cant 
make wo nde mind whieh comtry he profers. 
tate money fest ~ per rrefite Goring boom wes 


owe pwewagtee lp “ousem Collars « ali lost,. 
tosether wiih: Sonpavters To Califoraia te sturt agnin. 
married 1996 to Italian girl. 
to 
ig Just securing « living, but mas not bad te asi: 
for Sipe 
( 176 - 


iteis, 
- Gadie poor — nothing to ‘disease trade. 


Carpenter. 
About 2901 « age sixteen. 
laborer = in 2900 started selling flovera on otrecte 


ie 
epproxinate iy Seventyxfive vo timuseand in equip- 
meet with a mal soloe of Toonty=five Siougand dollars, 
business e222 good | 
( 275 ) 
curigiiass, Caletria = ~ 1600. 
Stone mason ond 


general budider. 
2905 = beceuse of cai! opportimitic se. 
widing trades 
Preafors 


suliaing trond Srosktned in too imperacnal manner heres 
Yas net made a grest Geal of maney mere, Lut 
has been happy with “is fauily. 
{a} o& jast before leaving italy. 
{5} Sas several chi: 
S11 of whom bave bad bigh school education. 
OO. 
leeusted oe bat not 0 ante ehdldre:s wilt 
to care of hits 
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-canpanys Owe very eo Nout. 
Harrie’ Italien girl. 
care five eullirens 


(3) os 
CRS 


during the pi 4 Seer years « e122 dn sinoad. 


| ¢27%8) 
shh 1.200 


24e years a aattoes world hie to United 
States at fiftesn. 


mdse, Mapua) 


ar ae > a Mia or | 
eet ie  * 


or a Bs 
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One son 

; idving wite omrpried son oa esl a vine pik 

‘Be Tee ~ Patoer aml son . 
‘3, tived on Rie gon slace 1989, : 


nid Bhaviree 


£6 ese seventess 
PENG LOR We: Dee: Hage inter i 6 scavencer 
eR pomgse Lie dinar 
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lecees and Societieds 

) sn girl of Abel oan doscente 

*telaeae alueys geod, eollections scuetine poor" 
“er { 384) 


iste 


Ise . 

For: Fave yours eoststont oem het 

; overe 
ofall tatin cotiosice & ae in deat days. pes ce five 
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pie ne - 


( 282 ) 
Turin, Province of Turin 


Pather a soanil fanaa 
At age twelve commenced work at brick end cement 


nt twonty=tuo yours of ace 

Two years as coal miner - then te California at 
his trade. 

Successful os a contractor = now owns forty acres 


wetee Itelian born cirl 
aie business very clow, but still supports hin. 
{ 183 ) 
Imeca, Tuscany « 1902 — 
rater & gonll shopekeeper = Mother worked in paper 


Voried eae laborer in and learned cicar mekere trade. 
— - te cet away from Fascisti 


Gunbeohed tn caving Five thousand do Tare = then 
cane the “Dirty Gfannini” and be lost it. 
&) “Married 
b) Hes one doy ond ene girl 
one 
Gon ondy get two days work por week and wife, wis 
is aise & Cicer maker, wrike also. 


{ 104 ) 
Italy 
1906 . . 
Sought amd eold eat a less an Asparegus farm. Shoe 
ain? @tend for sevén years. Is now fishing 
‘ae ew Rg moatiy through effertes of wife and two 
(a) 3 Brought wife and two boys with him when .¢ came. 


) Boys cold papere = secured an education and one 
is now a chenict and one an architectural 


° 


one 
“ata 3 better money now, as fisherman, than “ec ever 
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EALUS 
( 106 ) 
Turin, ttaly « Porale 
Cafe owner, truck ie Teseen » moGerate circumstances 


Eleven yeare eld ween brought 


over 
“rought over by folke ~ relatives living in 

United states 

Attended school until firet year in bigs se! ool, 
dropped out to do ewuse work, married, after ‘mabaxisa 
death wrkea en waitress, cook's helper and factory 


worker 
Sate epeake mod 5 lish, AbLIity te comerse 
intelligent: Limited 


: = en mews paper worker = died ef °7.5." 


( 186 ) 


5, lestes & » 1865 


BP 
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Be f P fPer 


Barter 
_ 31905 or 1904 
barber 


ould like to go back “en visit only” 

tite it better “ere than in o14 country 

fees bad One trede anl stuck to it, “as iileeiated 

notoing, = @ seomingly bhapoy family 

a 

ih peor Pour children 
@il tome = mother dead =» deushter marric 
but lives at “ome « deca the cupework and 
works Out ale, Two sons unesipleved, one 
workings 

Pewor worktng in family, tut all getting by 

{ 187 ) 
—_— Province of Acata — 1901 apprexbuwt ely 


1911 = with father to join eousin in Cel ifornia 
Cammery worker five yeers, “ince 1922 nas been 


@ motes man 
as worked atoadi ly pince praduating from 
elementary sch 


tb} ine one 
had fas one child | 
Hae ind two wage sn but #t122 ives coufortablys 
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( 188 ) 

- Caggiano, Calabria - 1674 
Se ao - ta join brother 
Se Sold fepere « sitcame ip at and real estate 
Gye Wemld like to retura to rte 
Sy Several years in nigit schoo ay learn business 
methods axl emassed comsiderable money and preperty 
la ~ Married italian ciri 
(®) fen children 

Nene of whom >-ave ‘ed extensive education 

bat eli of wiem ere Going well in bueire as 


. one 
12, Lest considerable money _ > aa had enough 
property ties te Heep = 


1863S = to mace his fortune 
Sold payers for five yeare, fruit ana vegetable 
cvugimess ~ galgen, wi ‘olesa te liquor end finaliy woole=- 
dy Sontd baie bo ticen balddnles dene 4k Rady 
. Soon © mg cays 
7. fe “Likes tits country” 
, CAI quite well off, tt smeh 


(2) Pen children 
1. £11 heaving more than high ec:cc] education 
one 
12, Property greatiy depreciated but still ‘as 
ampie incame. 
{ 190 ) 
le Ital 
ear ets 
; care etory 
Be y ton years = lost jod none since 


» “Orked steadily 
10. fe } Harried Italiawarerican giri 
b) Seven children 


One 
12, Ue is tubercular ~ on charity fa@ several ycars 
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AUALYSES | 


1. Sirth-place. 
2. Status and profession of perents,. 
3. Career and profession in Native country. 
4. Time of coming and reason for comings 
5. Profession or professions in the United States. 
Ge Attifude toward native country. 
Ve Attitude toward United States. 
&. Weture of adjustment to America. 
9. Survivals of old customs. 
10, Pamily life: 
| ‘S me an yell Ag group or other croup). 
¢) 4&fuetment of ehilidren te American life. 
lle Sumber of individuels involved in account. 
12. Relation to depression. 
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STALLION 
{ 191 } 


Erovinee | ot + Pen Italy « 1902 
Peasant 


Railroad Sonerée ang farner 
1930 « anticipated better working conditions 
aeiiroand laborer 
Te uncertain in ow mind « Country bettered 

7 Mussolini 
PMsappointed = work is just ace herd vere as in 
‘Itely. However he is resigned to etaying * re 
tas worked ever since coming. Can not read or 
ee tat says can get along fine with out it 

TM 


one 
Yorked contimously 
( 192 } 


Seti, Department of Piedmmt - 1589 


Seali farmer - mde anil sold wine 

and selling wine 
1917 = for three pears ~ then home and back to 
america in 1904 
1937 “andition factory worker - 1924 exployed on 
California farm, Im 1929 operated a "still" until 


repeal 
"tes the Pope ani Mussolini” 
Seljeves America to be land of opportunit: 


Ali that he | hae mace, and he hae prospered, has 
been made through violation of — Served giz 
months Jeu 

Unmarried 

one 


Tae made oro trips te itely during ceprossion 
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» Cealiforma 
ny ~ faiviy well of f = lived near Genoa, Italy 
faiiroal s.ep expleyee for twenty-five yeare 
Bative born 
ae Ser = Fores wanes ~ Cone wine houses « 
eramver sohool education - actively interested 
 eivie affaires 
mot adversely affected 

< 104 ) 


ttl wright « now makes mrquect flooring in =i11 
Apparentiy satisfied « not interested in politics 


“orked 
= } Dereiod erore inweny over 
Erk children 
idest boy now working 


Teairiciik "lin ‘vincliey ee will only operates part tine 
( 196 ) 


ie co One aaah ‘ter, 26, merrie’d to Italian elevator 
operator, onc son, 50, s ngie wim lives with fatoer 


Contiruce to live as usual 
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j beowae “dent 
pee saith 
(Ge Gap sae 


=e cas “ tags an, * * 


ie 
26 
Se 
4. 
oe 
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{ 196 ) . 
Messina, Sicily « aporozinately 18685 
Hecditerrancan captain 


pea ca 

1895 ~*vervlerl.u st” 

Strect car company for three years in Sew York then 
commission businces of sia own in San Prancisce 

jin pleagant life t erg,tat feels life waild 

have been harder ad t’ ey remained 

Anorican pt He “ae dag "“sonstant preceseion of 
anbitious emdica’ aecompliehmenta and realication™ 
SedcnGUtas eek etkara tie Al buat eoudd De anxed 


None 

fe} Married in Italy 
BR) Two boys 

One a Harvard acd other a Joim's ‘oplins craduate 


Pour 
Peeve contributed for relicf of others 


{ i97 ) 


le Between Lele Come and St.Morite = 1992 
Peasant Farner 


Stone Sagson « arcy for eight yoare 

1620 = not satisfied with home after arsy life 

Wilzer on ranc: ~ lever in ice storege house « 

then worked as stone mason ~ now a janitor 

We complaints voiced 

patie pena for work ad education better ‘ere 
Ten thoueunt dollars terough terd and steady 

prosent joo sive ample time for study, wiich 


ane . 
"San lave for yeare on interest on tis savings" 
( 298 ) 

Turin, Itely | 
Father 6 rallres’ encinesr 

AS age of elg>teen to Buenos Air where se 
tad an uncle cyning a store Saal tees 
several years as laborer a i machinist  ¢ lper 


In 2925 came to United States 
Stevedore 
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ITALIAN 


( 199 } 
Floren epovince of Tuscany, Italy - 1072 
Feeltiy famufacturer ws artistic furniture 


awl sevipture 
ined - unable io acree with feather 
TG. PS @ coal miner = tren to San Francisco 
and 6 lished business as eculptor 
ipoarent]y economically well adiueted until became 
invalid in 1986 


One 
Unaffected = an invalidiem hed forced him in to 
chepitable institution in 192 

{ 200 } 


Sen Prencisco, california - nana 
Fatier came here 156 nee! 


. m3 yep ai ed ~ not cing as 
be Since upning « i 
Return cates « preference 
Has bees unable to secure work since returning 
fe} Marvied weile in Itely 
0 Two children born in itely ai two here 


‘ag been helyed by all avallabie relief asaociatic 
poe now on SERA pf Bleven dblisre wr wexz 


( 203°)> 


Trent, Italy 
Peasants, not too poar 
Militery service in Italian arsy and laberer 
iecking for adventure 
teborer et odd jobs, injiepemient printer and 
winicw cleance 
The United States is “The only Jani in the world” 
Seas first papers and is anxious to become full= 
Samere aitigen of United Sates 


on 


ers fons 


on 


( 202 ) 


Rome, Itely « 1072 | 

Cebbler in setnarenty with another 
i914 = te forget sis wife awl geome khlied in a 
pailirocead train wreck, 

Cobbler, incependent and at wacee; interest in 
fruit md vegetable commission ‘ouse 


one 

Lost speculative profits end original investeent 
and cameisaion houses ousiteece tn preldepression 
stock carset ernesh. Hot affected ctihem:ise 


( 23 ) 


tapes, i - 1988 

vas brought United States as a chilé oy 
fabier woe bad a brother bere who operated 
& spaghetti factory in New York and furnished 
weaesge money for faniiy 
‘oped in sya ghetti factory of wncle and fatoer « 
bar tender « bar and Imes counter owner 


complete 
perighooe | vabite bere survived 
Married Yanazanian-spanich girl 
(> One _ wie wake in Inmen counter ef father 


( 204 } 


Rertrern Italy ~ 1692 

Proape FOus wine producers 

tnformal echication at tome « grape picler 

Avewt 1016 « ho bad deserted the Italia: arcy end 

Loe to asepier: gith m shew 
Prait picker ~ retail boot-legcer « bar tend«er end 


Complete = that is, reads inglis\ literature 
(b) Ome + iliegitimate daug ter being brought up 
in @ convent 


@3 


2. 


bite 


“ide 
> geek. "3 & 
GRP BY 


( 205 ) 


&tatea in 1590 by hie father, 


B BW2core 

Prom tenth te thirteenth year in school ( first to 
Pifth } then father died « went to live with 
recently arrived Itelian uicle, «ho put “im to work 
in woleanie telloring establishwent in lew York, 
inventor, newsboy, newspaper route men, steck “pt tet 
speculeator end eciesors and imife sharpener 
Seemingly comlete 

wife died in 


a oe 


‘Depression wived ovt ide speewlative orofite and 


original investoont 
| { 226 } 


trie ste, Province 6f Trieste « Approximtely 1662 


pein clase farcere « mak J weil edicated 

Abcat *3902  wolosown 

Tero agg as mine leborer « owed econ’ baxorica- 
foreman in partes factory 

ADle to semi all ef bie Serve through colleco 

{e) rooms gt girl in ute home town before coming to 


(b) All endidren Caiversity oreduates 
one ! 


Gime home - retired « lives with son 


( 207 ) 


Seiabriea ~ 1054 
teborer in Jarce crecard « fics « oranse - clives 


‘Minor 
1901 « sare to selp uncle in Califomisa 
teboring for seven years then manufacturing olive 
o11 wit: hides om press until 1951, Now vesetable stere 
Alweye wanted to go cack home ( ait money ) 
Mae survived <- owne home, through mrriace 
Subserites te iteilean pavers « <mber Thalian 
teaiges ~ Italien frienis only 
fe mt Married Joen] Ttalien girl 
Maes gix children 


Cre 
Ye “getting by * 
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severni years in few York as atevedore, thence to 
alivormia jin toe vineyards | 

Apparently perfectly satisfied | 
Pinmmeially hes become well of f - culturally he 
7g are net oy lave progres ao faz 


(a) Mexried daughter of nis sentane italien aenployer 
tb) One child = girl 
One 


boing better as repeal sae increased bie volume 
ef business 


( 209 ) 


Dorn in provincie! town near Genoa, geen 

Fatcer ~ quarry worker and owner of sma plot of inca 
gedit ochooi at fourteen « worked in quarry wit): father 
Served three yeare in Italian amy, HKighteen to 


twenty-one 
Game to Americs, fron desire to travel od see the 
world, sowortiy after leeving arery 
Vimiow washer, union san 
Went to Italy Tow wife, yg wants to continue life 
in America 
Yants bring up ehiid 20 b@ teal American « t-inkes 
better economic advantages te be found in Pace pond 
* ingtiel adjustment to imerican jife « geod command of 
‘ i 
itelian eating babite 
(a) Warried to italian girl 
b) One daughter who is wert to school 


hres 
Wag been effected by the depression 
{ 220 ) 


Southern Italy 

Seasent tenant. frener 

truck gardener and z ie by toe dey 
Likes Acerica ®oretty weil 

Much better off here then could hope te be in 
old comtry 


one 
Hae managed to work moat of time 
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ELALIAN 
( 232 ) 

Foligno, Departrent of Umbria = 1691 
Store=keeper 
Printers a on Te and arery 
oo 
Evidently does not lie pesent political seteup 
Sueceseful for first eicht yoeers = owned home « saved 
money « married = then lost in stocks 
(a) married = divorced - 
one 


Averaged two or thmee days wrk per #ee° ror over 
a yeer. “wishes se had never been barn” 
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Vicinity Of Neples 
famdener on lerce estate 
carierer 


At age poe te brought bere by wealthy d&mericen 
as & 

Gardener 

Reonomic comlition far superior to that possible 
fu O14 eountry 

Ttélian pon mnagid etill spoken ami edierea very 
closeig te old estedlised hablte 

194 Married Italian wouan 


one 
12, Yorked continuously with eligst wage cuts 
{ 215 ) 


1. Ptetraseante, bsceea + 1002 

2. ltaborer la Harble Quarry 

Se ‘taborer and t°rce yeara as sal lor 

1926 = refused to join Pasciati 

O88 Jaboring jobs 

Not saitefied with comfitions there 

“eas been unable to fini work 

ile feo 

IZ, Emp eee ee ene 
employnent since coming he 
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TPALIAN 
(2%) 


Lorsica, ~revince of Genoa «= 19867 = femie 
a ee ee ee 


nor eighteen 
3808 » fatnerte interest in America aroused by 
previous PLD, in 1075, to California 
Dpersmaker « ole in frutt. bosinese 


‘Heeories: plessan 
Content ed with vest tot tere 


8) ieee cai tet techie: Goma knw seen Kom 


Hight 2: “didren 
2eo 
% apparent effect 


i 216 ) 
meek, italy 
ogo = Gwaed ten to fifteen Boren 


Produce Gusineer = epcculation - employment 
weiaess ( agency?) ! 
"72 t ned eed mney I weld go back” 

Wife die@ 2 


Gne 

jest mush im bank of realy, etoc bat 
e6412 owns home and is Sant -itebdle) 
‘Pusice se 


{ £16 } 


haven er “povince Turin, Italy « 162 
mand = in a bottling factory 
3915 oe better economic comlitions. Went to sis 
brot: or an , O88 
"Sheve=farwer” for wholesale produce company 
Pale economion! eal iy 
a arg 8 inieey at hone 
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ITALIAN 
(217.) 
Palermo. 
After heavy financial losses in Itely, came to America 


to start over egain. 

Foreign exchanse business. 

At first lack of knowledge of English was big handi- 
cap, but later climbed to 
top in short time. 

Na ®ife, itelian, married in Italy. 

Oe 


(218.) 


Pessione, Province Turin, itely 1882. 

Parm hand,in a bottling factory. 

1913, te better economic conditions, went to his brobher 
in San Jose. 

Share~fermer, for wholesale produce company at a fruit 
and vegetable stand. 

VYeir economically. 


italian spoken exclusively at home. 
(a) “erried in Itely. 
(6) Four children. 


One. ; 
Unprotesting and indifferent. 
(219.) 


Central of Sicily 1886. 

Showmaker middle class quite well to do. “mployed nine 
workers « 

1898 father left with family after serving two years as 
political prisoner because of 
secret socialistic mectings. 

Sarber plays several instruments and paints as a hobby. 

Pities farmers and working class in Sicily. 

Fairly good economically and culturally adjustment. 

eee “erried and to en italian womens 

bj) Pwo children. 


Two. 
Barter has — in fair oie through depres- 
Bion. 
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ITALIAN 
(220.) 


Calabria, Italy 1689. 

Peasants (raising efitrue fruits). 

Worked on fathers farm. 

About vadatade pronted by urgings of relatives already 

in United States. 

Worked in fruit business; metal end wholesale; finally 
epening retail fruit store of 
his own, forced out of that, 
oe a small fruit market opera- 


Vould like to go back at en’ for a visit. 

ot 100% conniate he feres he is regarded as a foreignor. 
{a) Married in Italy 1910. 
(b) Six children, 


1l Two. 


Ie. 


4. 
Ge 


Adversely affected. Depression forced him to close his 
large fruit store. Sut he still 
works at a fair living. 


(221.) 


Village near Rome Italy 1883. 
Peasant laborers. 
Elementary education, two years military service. 
1915 for better living conditions had relatives here. 
Laborer, cerdener. 
Likes this country very euch and faces that he is 
. living better and easier life 
then in Italy. 
One » 
Depression made no difference to hin. 


(eee.) 


Father a railroad man and a socialist. 

Locomotive fireman fired for pacifietie views; worked . 
in automobile factory, active 
in orgenizing workers and teach- 
ing clagees in eotigitem and 


communieas, 

in a communist demonstration a policeman was killed and 
he had to flee. 

Anti-fascistic. Says Fascists are having trouble in 
their own ranks, anxiously a- 
waits an uprising against 
Mugsolini when he intends to 
return to Italy. 
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‘ITALIAN 
(225.) 


Rome Italy 1903. 
Pather ditch digger, railroad laborer stetedore, and 
anything available in lebor 


work. 

trought to United States at age of three. 

1906 with his parents. 

High school education worked for a printer, decorater 
for a department store; seles 


1 The 

4n ardent communiet, believed in Mussolini until he 
learned sbout comsunism. Very 
interested in getting new con~ 
verts. 

Well adjusted economicelly and socially before the de~ 
pression. Completely ouf of 
tune socially and economically 


nowWe 
(a) Married girl still in high school, wife left him 
after hardships became unen- 
dureble. 
{v) One child, a boy of eight years of age. 
Ours 
Depreasion swept away ee he bad when his wife 
& him, he could no longer 
a charity and had to go to 
a single mans “flop house." 
Says he wept about com 
munism there. iow carrics 
about book entitled "Why com 
mmiem."” saye he wlll mske a 
communist out of armyrone. 


(224.) 


Spoleto, Perugie, 1804. 

Father e stone mason, mother laundry worker. 

Helped father, arrived here age twenty. 

1914 = no reason given. 

Cement worker later contractor. 

is eitizen, and forght through the war. Likes it here. 
Gas made money but lost “ but six cna doliars in 


* 


One. 
Unable to establish mehpmes 4 is working as a factory 
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ITALIAN 
(225.) 


Pemily is well te do land owners. Pemale. 
Textile worter, manager of cift shop. 
Would like to go beck to oanars afreid to leave hus- 


Bees needle work, attends church regulerly. 
MarrieG, an American torn itelian, susician. 


Qusband unemployed since 1931. 
She hae been supporting the 
family, Marriege relations un- 
heppy busband cruel. 

Pivee 


She bas worked at same job for four years, husband un- 
able to find work. 


(226.) 


1894 = Molline Del Pallone, Province of Pistoia, Italy. 

Father a cabinet maker. 

Blecksmith apprentice, blacksmith, locomotive repair, 
men world war. 

Unable to find work after army discharge, father heli- 
ped obtein passage money. 

(a) Merried in New York, divorced wife because of un- 


faithfulness. 

(cb) Two children. 

Seven. 

Steadily employed until 1952, last year pay eut from 
eight te five fifty e day. 
worked only two to three days 
a week. 


(2e7.) 


Naples. 

(fwine) One- Arehitect two- Electrical encineer. 

Approximately 1952, i re a with present re~ 
& a 


Commission merchant. 
Ro desire to return. 
Appreciate freedom of thought and action. 
Economically and culturally satisfactory. 


Depletion of funds has prevented following regular 


mer) oecupationa. 
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ITALIAN 
(228. ) 


Placenza, Piacensa, Province, Italy. 
a and cheese manufacturer. 
Phe 

1935 = Inability to find regulsr employment and dis- 
gatisfaction with present 
goverment « 

San Francisco representative Creek Importing Pirm. 

Studying law. 

Hes love of country tut eppenes Fascism. 

Satisfied and intends staying. 

Economically better oan culturally on e par with old 
life. 

Ong. 

No effect. 


(220.) 


Florence 1655. 

Wine-meker. 

— and amateur prise fighter. 
Laborer and sallor. 

Returned to home to fight in world war. 
Apparent setisfied with hie life here. 
Ekeonomically O& 

Never married. 


(250.) 


Approx 1921 - 22. 
Rellroead employee. 
Would rever return. 


Anxious to receive final vepersa and become an American 


citizen. 
Has worked steadily end is economically better off. 
fas seved money. 


ONO « 
Has worked through depression. 
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ITALIAN 
(251.)° 


Sen Jose, Valifornie 1893. 
Peet-Palmolive factory as checker in shipping depart- 


ment. 
R=aseptionally loquacious - familiarity with radio and 


etreet car schedules. 
Married ~ two children. 
Same job for fiftesn years at Pour dollers a day. 
Live in poor neighborhood, no 
CaF « 


(232.) 


Venice. 

1921. 

Laborer, now operates own service station, 

Discouraged ~ would like to return to ifsly were it not 
for hie American Born wife. 

Evidently saved to acquire his service station. 

(a) Married American girl, 

(ct) Three children. 


One. 
if business dces not pick up; will have to close busin 
Cais 


(233.) 


ttalys. 
Parents hed nice home wie everything needed for com 
5 grea @ minor. pe 
1907, by advice of older mother who had come to Calie 
or 


Shoemaker. 
Believes. Hussolini to have right icea and that his boys 
would have had tetter assoce- 
iates at home. 
Resentful - beceuse of his boys difficulties. ¥ 
Owns hie own shor and has raised hie family and is 


making a good living. 
is} Merried here 


{bd One son in ceuknenblere > 1 left home and unheard 
of since, one in shop but no 
good, proud of his two cirls. 


Ones 
Het affected. 
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lie 


12. 


ANALYSIS 


Birth-place. | 
Status and profession of parents. 
Csreer and profession in Native country. 
Time of coming and reason for coming. 
Profession or professions in the United States. 
Attitude toward native country. ’ 
Attitude toward United States. 
Nature of adjustment to America. 
Survivais of old customs. 
Family life. 
(a) HWerriage (into own group or other group). 
(b) Ghildren, ceccupation. 
(c) Adjustment of children to American life. 
Number of individuals involved in account. 


Relation to depression. 
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ITALIAN 
(234.) 


italy. Female. 

Minor age eight. 

1920 approximately. bad r maintain selves in 
itely. 

Graduste nurse. 

Eeé to work hard aa a child, perticularly because or- 
phened, but hed ambition en- 
ough te acquire high school 
education end mereses traine 


inge 
Unearried. 
On « 
Kas worked steadily since graduation a year age. 
(235.) 
Venice. 


Captein in Italian Army. 

Worked in amall winery. 

1925, to escape Fascisti . 

Four years in Ice Business with brother. 

Do not like present form of government. 

Only opinion expressed is that we would be better off 
sie Soviet form of Covern- 
Mente 

Ue and brother in grocery tasiness and have besn seff 
supporting so fer, no margin 
to ran om. 

Seth singles 

Two. 


Businees barely supports them. Having to make and sell 
wine. Presumably no license. 


(256.) 


American born. 1907. 
Parents Tustan faruers. 
Produce stlesnan. 
Hes always worked, 
Itelian used in home speake brekenly. 
qneseed te Itelian cirl. 
s 


Hones 


3 RG YTS 


~ , : ; Es > oft [MOE it .. j i : 7» €a ota : Mier a? bel af 


". 
Pr 
7 
<s 
a ae 
a ry é 
ou @ * [a * a? we 
w with * re i 
‘ —_ y 
¢ sf fectow esd. ei 
> i, 
ge j 
7 “« ie 
~ » 
-Ghinay of 
~ >? - —- —_* ° tS ) 
% sti ai gietiqged 38; 
a Pee i * a 
2% Lee Oz aint ; ee ad 
te . , ’ rs : 
* A ‘ao . seeat “ . 
e .- « oe = on , + as 
tS Tea Y SS ets old i U 
er F ar s p44 
sieeowmy efit ion op «ef 
™ ee psi, ¥ a aa 7 
ee NSCILS ck? Ge gine %Y- 
¢ 
: . ‘oot Eri & 
2 = ww 
ey = } 4 ah 
. we ee —- 
<a q <> 
5 Du 35) 2 oth. 
’ 
eek , 
eOwe aie 
: 1 r . ; ars 4 
. gi Yieuw! excoteeti .St 
yt ss 
7 > 
_ ya 
a + <X +} 7 = 
/ i ’ z p> hd 
& Yo iy a 2 re i“ e ~ 
e4aL A i J on! in0 Lat gea4 % 


o@ terial a nee ytdoset «8 

/ p afasien ite sot boey F 

woberegs ere. xyoets anil 

» Ysemlost 9 Cog gud wk ben aetistt 3e_ 
ieee satiedl oF. Segea® “wOE 


SSE as te of 


ITALIAN 
(2374) 
gan Francisco, California. Female. 


- Parente from Turin, Italy, father cook and professional 


gambler. 

Prrents sent him to school until he was twenty, (Junior 
in high sehool. Chamber maid 
Business college now a well mid 
secretary for large San F oneciseo 


newspapers 
ao ‘mother working as a cooks 
ne 
No bad effect. 
(235.) 


Sicily. 


Flour mill employee. 


Blacksmith apprentice. 

1905 « sent for by older brother also a blacksmith. 

Blacksmithing only, now hes hie own shop. 

Wases to small to property keep and support e femily. 

Satisfied has his first papers 1932 ~ studying to 

qualify for finale. 

Nas made good living,in i929 opened his own shop. 

Sent back to Sicily for childhcod sweatheart. lsve 
two children, plans to send 
children te collierce. 

ONG 


ie @etill making «a satisfsctory living. 
(259.) 

“Milen, Province of Milan. 

Parmer. 


Tailors apprentice for five years. 

At the age of eighteen account lettere from friends 
ami partiy to avoil military 
service. 

Noetly, he has followed hie trade. Now has own shop 
in San Freneisco. 

Would not return to live. 

Citigen and proud of bis * eitizenship/ 

Has progressed. Ues retired ond has living income from 
Vineyard, purchased some time 
age. Has teken four trine to 
Italy. 


Barried. 
ONGe 
list adversely affected. 


Italien 
(240. ) 


or ear ef 

on penzion. 

cpeewen's 

Hee been here several yeers. 

forking in slaughter houses and Packing houses. 

Will never co back unless ceported. 

Says there is no comparison with old country. 

Has worked continously since iilegs! entry. Sends 
money home regulerly. Great 
fear is being found by covern- 
ment and being deported. 

i 


to” date is living well « no adverse effects. 
(241.) 


California 1°70. 

Pruit and produce crower peddling same. 

At age of twelve atep father's comciagion house, then 
on pond as pertner. Retired 
at thirty one, through real 
estate, etame interested in 
banking, organized nation wide 
ehein, then international. 

That of any other successful American. 

Reonemieally fer better off than ninety five per cent 
of most of us. Cutturaliy 
what the possession of such 
weelth implies. 

Yarried Italian American gril, quite wealthy. 

One 

Aside from difficulty in maintaining full control of 
aoe a eee has not suf- 
6 * 
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ZRLsEs 
(242.) 


is Gakland, Coiffornia. i9L6. 

2. Italien torn now cheap hotel business. 
Se Fishermen. 

&. Ree mot worked steadily. 

10. arried Itelian American. 


Ge 
12. Unemployed. 
| (243.) 


1. Venice itelye 
2 2. Sunll fermer. 
é Se Worked in wineries and on neichboring farus. 

4 1912 erowded et home. 

S. In shipyards for five yeare, then gardening sharpen 
ing knives, lawn movers ebe.s, 

6 Kone erproceed, 

Ve Hes been happy ami entiafied. 

Sy» Hes worked hard and eteadiiy with income until lately 
ef about one thousand dollars 
per year. owns home and shop. 

10. Merried to girl of Fortuguess descent. 
(6) Ome ehild who is high schcol eraduate and took 
turses trainning course. 
3 lle Tes 


va | 42. Ineone cut in half, but dauchter married anid wife dead. 
( 244.) 


i. Chivasso, Piedmont. 1890. 
2. Small farmer. 
Se On farm and in Turin Peper Pill. 

&. 1915 (minor) on money ecvaneced and by uweging of uncle. 
5. Shipyard worker 1924 opened s cleaning and dyeing shop 
. as blind for bootlerging 1929 

caberet. Now hae night club. 
7. Only interes’ is to make money, in any manner possible. 
Se ‘thile ne hae made aconsy, Ys ecannct be ¢leaases as a dex 
sSiregable - not a eitizsen. 
10. Sent te italy for hie wife, has two children, wife and 
| children left him snd returned 
to Itely. He senda them money. 


saa 
32s Harn bed a good Pisiness 211 throught it. 


veticamtated phevetiied' 
co wet vied meekiaiee | 
emmaare se Fos, 
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EEAnSAS 
(245.) 


S$. 1907 unele in California sent for bim. 

&. Clerk in fruit store and eommekion houses, deck hand 
on river boste, nor fishing. 

7. Apparentiy no desire to leave. 

S&. Has not done well, had good education before coming 
to this country. Served two 
years in United States ammay 
in France, Has not had very 
much ambition since coming 

; backe 

We eee -s widower. 


ize eg the Pighing fleet, barely mking a livinge 
(246.) 


le Palermo, Sicily. 

&. FPisherman (family have beea for generations.) 

Ss Fisksr“ane 

4. 1919 - to join relatives in Celifornis. 

Se Fisherwan. 

Ge Pleaeant memories. 

7. is here to stay. 3 

S& Hes always made a living here, owns his home end hia 
beste Nes difficulty with 


our language. 

9. All hie aseociates are Sicilians, talk Italien elwaye. 
Adheres pratty closely to oid 
habits and cutsoms. 

16. {3} Married 
%) Pive children, hopes beys will carry on businces. 
ige at able to geé along account low prices. 
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Se nae eee 


: Dd, Wie. Tul 


Herthen Italy. 

Tenant farmer. 

Worked with fether. 

1917 ~ te join othere from bis own district. 

employed in vegetable cardens. 

Nee worked in vegetable >usiness continuously and is 
- Buying his home, has no money 
and has never learned to speak 
Enelishs 

Merried widow thet hed Sag beys, one a steady worker 
and one thet hes been failed 

% several times for theft. 


ne | 
Ssttil working at a small eee no better off than in 
Malye 


(266.) 


Eucea, Province of imcea 1894. 

Smell farmer. 

Minor ege gixteen came slong. 

Heloed father. 

tatecrer. 

It is his home. 

Eas never had any intention to stay heres 

Has Lived as cheaply es corssible and ali savings eant 


home. 

Has returned to Itely end merried, left wife there. 
Gees back every few years; 
have three chiicren, buying 
a ten aetre ferm there and 
will retire te it. 


One. 
Reduced earnings but still able to send some home. 
(248.) 


note (than Austria) 1901. 
Shipyard mechanic. 
Mechanita belper in shipyards end manition factory. 
1822 ~- to avoid compulsory trainiug. 
ime boy and waiter. 
Would like to go home, but perente write it is worse 


there. 
Worked saved ©4000 tut lost it in bank stocks. 
Single ie 


* 


One. 
Cen only find part tise work and savinge lost. 
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 peteer pueceestul = * oe = na College education. 
succeeded father ia wsolesale — 


Ie preapercus, we! cf educated American eltiset. 
‘eads ene papers end ative in Itelien colony. 


gis ‘m0 dangers, sarried, one deugiter 1s his 
secretary, bis son ie at colleges — 
id an born hette 


12, moines hae suffered considerably, bat stili sae 
nothing to worry asout. 


(282) 


cae susan aoe ¢ foot ettizan asd procety say 


varpics 
se Three e-4iéreis 
All mrried and save © done vel". 


Sax 
Ne 422 effect. 


Perey 


- (253) 


ls Terracina, italy. 
2, S901] farmer ( owner) 
Parner: 


@ i925 « io Join a marricd ot ster and per Panilys 

S. tas worked steadily ae a deck saxi on Ferry. 

Gs “were I to go back aa live in the widet of crslemess 

| fed Jick Of tmderm fhetiities, It die“. 
- @ Ie happy in Sie wrk axl wili make a oe citi sen. 


see 106 (a) Married girl of Ttelian st high aghood 
; GPREUALSs . 
. (B) one ents. 
lie Three 
1B, 


(264) 
Palermo, 53 ‘ae | 
2 Stone-cutter, “ost rigid eecnomy necessary. 
Hot etated. 


le 
Be 
& 3000, Limited chm-ees at howe and glesing letters 

fron freinds avi relatives in Amerlea, 
CMmercial fishers, 
‘Be 
16 


- Gppertunity far greater over ‘ore. 


a herd, Owna bis home end is educating 
teeth has PERE 
2) Three  exiaren 
Oldest taking course in Mootletrey 
eee 2 at Univeral ty ef Calif ormda., 
* 


» Pive 
We. Wo 121 effect. 
A286) 


le 
Be 
Se 
parent 
4 1906 © with. A a whese previous trip let then to 
believe Americe to be the get Pin Ces 
&s Cerna worker eat attexied Medical re ing gers atudied “ 
finaly iousiabane ake vot om th 1928, 
ee store own in 
& PFarfers America, 
Be 
10. 
lie 
126 


Seonomi cal iy and cultural ly @ good citizen. 
(5) ¢ one dha | 


ANALYSIS 


Birth-place,. 

Status and profession of parents. 

Career and profession in native country. 

Time of coming and reason for coming. 
Profession or professions in the United Statea 
Attitude toward native country. 

Attitude toward United States. 

Nature of aijustment to America, 

Survivais of old customs, 


Family life: 


(a) Marriage (into own group or other group). 


(b) Children, occupation, 


(c) Adjustment of children to sep toa life. 


Number of individuals ‘anvdlved in account, 


Relation to depression, 
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g sgrdawes oviden at sotesetorg hae 99% 8 


,gatmos 1% noaeer bra gals 20 emb? 2 | a 
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he ec cee wands ee frewot sbud ted ae 


(286) 


Florence maxtsed rg Proze0006 Lore £ 

© oy = Supe omen © 
Florence Scotanioal Cardena. 

1850 =~ Digcharge! because of politics = not in 
Sympathy with Dlackshirte, 
suitebic wre. was mable te find 

ie ww 
Se laborer 2a vegetable ee coat bought some 
| of Gown, How five acres ani three 
exployeor axl raises flowers for 
wholesal eres 
%, “Undted States of Auorica emily place on Barth * 
& eonembesiily will be a success « Is. ihe hand 


for education, 
10. uexeied ftalten { moricen ) wlth a “ich sctmol 
eGucation, who is Yamin Disb 


ee | ( 2687) 


ie Ullen, Provinne of Willan, _ ener re 1686 
S. Grammer ecco] « placed in “mastery ncer Mian, 
ren avay to pustria and worked several 
years aa stable boy; saying money 
to wmme to Amorien, 
4% Aporozimately 21900. 
Se Gelleboy and hotel work, fimaliy Insurance work, later 
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Mother 
evidentiy not very well off ie inencialiye 
udnor = unmxucated. 
1878, Uncle sent S-panpase minty. the mother for 
hereeif exi four sont. 
Ranch life, sailor and boot lengers 
Thinks United tates ani present sead cf Government 
7 Clrighl, tat would te vettor if ve 
@ Suseolini te te 
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tors | legging + met ali 
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Single. 
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> saa - very soil carnings. 

1388 > with foulig to better thelr condition. 

two yoeare of sciool, Dorked i= Uncle's wholesale 
fish mriet for ten yoors, toen in 


Mussolini 


"Spuly mmevion coy son geet to 
See pocepered ami igs eazious to me” children educated. 
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a 
ee 
oe 
be 


bee 12. 


taeties 
5 
’ 


ore 


ile 
12. 


ee 


ee eee ee el} tek ee 
~ * one: oe | a A z [ " . ' - 4 Anis - 
. 


1907 + inteced to core by iettera from friends asd 


relotivea. | 
Sheg black « scavenger » saloon “ceper= booblegcer 
efter stock marict crash « regained 
et money in oo dcinge 
Has pros je Ped. am except for digression during 
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good citizen, 
@) Harricd. . 
. Tiwee ebiidren 
. Children well educated, 
VO6 
Gung bese and van omens regained elt he Lost 
ginning of depression, 


fee een) 
"“typieal Ite? ian working elase fant ly". 

Stone magon 

1864 = came wit) friend because of talon of big 


| WELEBe 
Sends mart mye wholesale vegetable bouse. e= 
ion to Lucca abou’ 1695, uarried, 


te) Merrie’ in Italy. 
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» Ppovinee of Cuneo, Italy 1900, . 
in fac 


EL TONIO 0. jae IAD mechanic working » iaundresse 

| grade elementary school, Cattle hord at age 
of nine because of death of 

father, auto factory worker 


Royal army 1016, Bartender. 


el eon] mine worksr : 
Cseupios about the same “ost tion o7 over here as there 
a twenty five dolier 

& week cook with a family, 
with a very poor education 
ami only « small imowledge 
of English it my be con= 
sidered a good adjustrent 
that this man keeps uingelf 


in work. 
Merried Irish women here, two children, 
atrested by the lowering of wages. 
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Bari Province, Itely. 
“ell to do vinyardist. 
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ft relief, previously various. 
6 not wish to serve Uuesolini. 
Peele United States 1a a good country comparitively, 
but in poor shape aml doing 
yory littie to effect a cure 
for ite ille. 
Apparently fairly. well sts he ed until set back by dee 
pression, ie naturalized. 
Married, 


Got along wellunt4il depression. Is still a productive 
worker ani is mentally cee 
presscad because tis work roe 
lief does not offord suffie- 
ient for a natural existence, 
Paychologically, work relief, 
brought onto this man by de- 
pression, ie ~-aving a degener- 
ating effect. 
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Reeentiy, father arrceted for opposition to a 
political regime and they 
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26ox heavy Jess in selling 
thelr commission business here 
Because they discovered tx 
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pression of its people. Ine 
tend to become naturalised 
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Florence, province of Plorence, Italy i872. 
e Yell to ao furniture manufacturer, five children, all 
welt oducatod. 
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. , Seulpter, designer of fumi-« 


ture, compulsory military duty 
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Tealy. Yede money in his bue 
rigor but ds on cherity now, 
& probable victim cf poor worke 
ing conditicns in. industry. 
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%. Bad living conditions, PF oman Wile 
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% Speake Inglish wold citizen, prefers United Stated. 
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1075 itely. 
1905 


Built up a fortune in business, which was completely 
fon ie banage with onset ae de- 


an bowinese world and, until his 
business wan wiped out, was 
highly respected, 


ter financier, no legal 
course, has started in busine 
ene agein but believes the 
depression will last a long 
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income Me IS0le 
To Tnited “tates as minor fourteen years old 1995, 
Street cleaner, New York City, Cakiend garbage mon. 


Setisfied with "united Stated. 
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ANALYSIS 
Birth=place. 
Status and profession of parents. 


Career and profession in native country. 
Time of coming and reason for coming. 
Profession or professions in the UnitedStates. 
Attitude toward native country. 
Attitude toward United States. 
Nature of adjustment to America. 
Survivals of old customs. 
Family Life: 
(a) Marriage (into own group or other group). 
(b) Children, occupation. 
(c) Adjustment of children into American life. | 
Number of individuals involved in account. 


Relation to depression. 


104 


 voplywaitaie 2% 


: ‘ : 
. 
eT Ly +> -- - 
Det aYFage- st 
9 a ee Ae) te ee * 


: “ : a vial We ie ee 


- ‘de é 
an - = 
a , 
: 7 ste t 
fs ~9 .© GELt 
‘ 
’ 
. the sy b erts 
ie hea Lae oD 
‘ y 
} s 
‘ reg Py 
; oy 
g 
, ie wer fs peek A* 
2 + , We ROS st rea 


h— 
* 

~ 

"4 


“om cn Test 
ie 


‘+ 


employuen 
Shipyard worker, grocery store ouner steel worker. 
Beonomiealiy good, culturally good. 


fruck driver, cennery worker. 
Lives better’ in United Pee ae ae not } RappLer because 


Citas es 


“untted iat 8 as minor. 


and caltaradly exceliont. 
i and same speech. 


| : oa ei Z gnete 
r £ * 4 vad gua Pas? | Se 
# oS wih * onl remes a) beleys - - Pie! race 138 
; re ch seat f 


. aa Paes hembra! toe 


—aeere 


RRS 


cS 
° : 
"7 4 
r ¥ ent 
P 
wit SOA | 
‘ + metry in 
. ‘ La if Wy 
mf 
ia d- 
J : ms 
: a io? ‘ 
ry 
* 4 y 
- 42 SS ¥i. 
. : iy 
, : a 
* 
4 
6 f x 
P ¢ A. ri bas 
; ' } ; 
w.7 
. : 2) 3 i 
~ oree 
. a” Soe 
‘ 
en 
. = 
' Me 
es 
ul M 
é 5 ory fh or§ 
= ca 


ue pe ts a nag ae ye Loew Pd : 
= ; a ae nr 5 ee 
, <i). SES 
ie . re Keats ae ‘sy. wet 


a oi). 2a a CARS, ghnatas 
* * ee * f rs os Ser Seale et 
os “st e e ~~ 3 : : > fants 

A aofPoao cn Fao ” ” : : aakietk 

a ott 

/ : <a” 

ebatosies = 

an 


Ps : » 2 ~ 


Eeomemienlly end « 


Father to Ueites States in 1854, lived thirteen years 
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Lucena, Plorence boundary, rtalye 

To paris, at fourteen, years, assistant in plaster cast 
company. Modeler of caste. 

Con] miner, artiot Cleveland, Detroit, artist San Pran- 


fe live with aunt. 
St. TAME, paper factory, raciecter, Sen Pranciaco 
bootlegger, cannery vorler, 


CNB. | 
Sure grateful for charity. 
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‘Le Italy 1807. 
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4, 1926, 
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IO, Narried. 
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12. Critical cf wages and economie conditions. 
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Se Veuine, italye 
Be Helpers 
he 


& caval gook, Sen Prencieco baker, fatied in basiness 
dpiver for larce bakery. 
10, Warried, one son. 


a One. 
12. epeful of better tinea. 
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Berber, 
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wae Gm, no detalle. 


Piv@e 
(263,) 254 
Haplea, italy. 
Parmer. . 
Former, soldier 
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t he ¢an not do without. 
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Informant, parents, wife and children. 
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past year. 
(264.) 2490 
oe Italy. 
Parmer. 
Soldiers 


Came to America beceuge of 111 heilth . 
Ceneont finisher, a a ype mh of a Laturaliced 
eitisen 
bas any intention of returning to italy. 
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Catel: fier to help bis Pathors 
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One. 
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Piedmont ite 
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Rome, Italy 1595, born on a farm near Romo. 
Parente, farserie 

Helping on a farm. 

Yes been in the United States for twenty years, 
General merchandise business. 

Wo Sankye to return to Italy. 

He complaints to make about the United Staten. 


One. 
Hes done very well a21 trough the ae tae 
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It is not often that an investigator finds himself in the fortunate 
position of being able to state definitely that a particular sociological 
study has both a purely practical and a theoretical purpose and what this 
concrete practical and theoretical purpose is, As a rule so many restric- 
tions are imposed by the individual or the institution providing the funds 
and so many restrictions are imposed upon the type of information to be se- 
cured that the type of people who are to make the investigation that long be- 
fore the enterprise has been launched the true nature of its purpose has 
been lost in that delightful haze which social scientists call adequate pre- 

liminary planning, It required a major economic catastrophe to provide the 
conditions for a study where the more obvious academic and individualistic 
stultifications would be removed. Of the following investigation this can, 

I feel, be legitimately claimed. Doubtless non-academic stultifications 

have crept in but we know what they are and we are not in danger of inter- 
preting them as mystical characteristics that somehow inhere in simple social 
facts when they are faced directly and which conveniently evaporate when an 
adequate distance has been established between them and.the observer, This 
has been the traditiénal method of historians for the last 150 years and is 
referred to in books on methodology as historical perspective of the screen 
of time, 

The one positive contribution of the Depression to knowledge has been 

the effective manner in which it has reduced this two dimensional perspective 
of the historian to a one dimensional reality and the manner in which it has 
completely perforated the screen of time and rendered its texture so diaphanous 


that one can see through it and yet not become a metaphysician, 
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Thanks to the Depression then we can envisage both the practical 
and the theoretical purpose of our study clearly, Its practical purpose 
can be stated simply enough, It is an attempt, on the basis of fairly 
adequate information, critically selected, to show the nature of the process 
or processes by which the foreign-born Italians of San Francisco were 
assimilated to American standards of living, to American types of behavior 
and to American attitudes of mind, ‘The theoretical getpiee is, naturally 
not so easy to define, Fundamentally, however it is an attempt to arrive 
at some estimate of the. general factors involved in the changes taking place 
when an immicrant group, originating in one economic and cultural envirorment, 
comes into contact, over a period of years, with another group, possessing another 
economic and cultural environment and to which it must adapt itself, Manifest- 
ly the problems connected with the second objective cannot be satisfactorily 
defined unless all uncertainty is removed about the nature and significance 
of the eohorets information upon which our generalizations are to be based, 
It is essential therefore to be moderately clear about a number of fundemental 
preliminary questions and the most important of these questions is this: What 
are we to understana by American and whet are we to understand by Italian? 
Nothing is to be gained by speaking of an American or and Italian 
nationality as such, for the concept nationality is surcharged with too many. 
emotional overtones and con'ains too much mystica). implications to be of any 
practical value, Moreover to speak of an American or ai italian nationality 
is prejudging our whole case, That is precisely what va itlak to discover - 
wheter an objective examination of concrete information will yield any such 
ultimate crystallization as nationality, In the interests of clarity the 
term nationality will therefore be avoided, ‘Yet we must have some fixed points, é 


we must have some way of defining an Italian, We shall therefore define an 
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| Italian as an individual who eiaie from Italy end who was brought up 
in Italy. But since we are to avoid the concept nationality, because 
as we have just stated, it is at one and the same time too meaningfull 
and too meaningless, we shall. use the term Italian merely as an adjective 
that derives its significance from the sociel and economic class to which 
an individuel belonrsys Manifestly an Italian peasant or laborer has 
culturally no connection with a member of the middle class or the nobility, 
except the very temous tie of language end a common religion, But in the 
case of the Italian peasant and laborer even the tie of laneuage is some- 
what nullified by the tremendous dialectic differentiation spparating 
the peasant and working class from the other two, The fundamental religious 
dogmas are, of course, the same, but eeonomie and social factors have so 
largely conditioned the understanding and manipulation of the major central 
beliefs that it is not really very meaningful to merge the relicion of the 
peasant and laborer with that of a member of the middle class or of the 
nobility. | 

Meny of the difficulties just stressed in connection with the Italians 
disappear when wo deal with the concept American, There is no diversity \ 
of speech and there is, on the whole, no diversity of religion, But new 
difficulties arise, In the case of an Italian we could be reasonably certain 
that he, his parents and grandparents came from a particular country and spoke 
the same language. For an American we cannot predicate this at all, And 
while it is true thet culturally and from the point of view of ordinary 
common sense, the actual birthplace of an individual is and shoulé be a 
matter of minor importance, we do know that this is not so and that fram 


time immemorial it has been the main factor determining citizenship, We are 
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thus constrained, unless we wish to enter into interminable and futile 
discussions, to designate as American any individual who speaks English 
as his native language and both of whose parents were born in the United 
States, Manifestly this leads to certain absurdities, for there are many 
individuals whose parents were not born here who are regarded and rightly 
SO, as excellent and typical Americans, Still no other practical alter- 
native exists, Since, however, as in the case of Italian, the texm Amer- 
ican is to derive its concrete and real significance from the oecupational 
and economic group to whieh an individual belongs, all this is possibly 
of subsidiary importance, 

Social and economic status, and occupation, are therefore to be our 
provisional criteria for classifying groups and individuals for they alone 
seem real and ccnrete and are amenable to fruitful and intelligible socio= 
logical treatment. But the mystics and generslizers need not aispair if 
subsequently « concept nationality emerges as a legitimate superstructure, 
including ake subsuming different classes as well as different viewpoints 
and attitudes, this concept will be built upon a solid and durable foundation. 

In the collecting of sociological information a number of considerations | 
' are paramount, The information must be secured by a method of questioning 
that will put the informant at his ease; it must be obtained by qualified 
observers; it muct concern itself with facts about whiéh , under the parti- 
cular circumstances, reasonably accurate statements can be obtained; and it 
must either be complete, or at least constitute a representative sampling. 

A formal questionnaire was not adopted, A formal questionnaire may be 


of considerable value in clarifying the thinking of the investigator, but 


fe 


it only confuses and impoverishes the thinking of the person interrogated 


and thus simply adds to the initial difficulties of the situation, It so 
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happens that in the present investigation it was not possible just as it 
certainly was not desirable to compel the individuals approached to 
answer specific questions, Instead each person was asked to tell the 
story of his life in the manner he though beat, An attempt was made to 
have such an autobiography contain information upon a number of points 
but no effort was made to Cictate, in any overt manner at least, what 
was to be included in the narrative, The risk of a narrator, coloring 
his story in his or her own interest had to be taken, Such a distortion 
is however, no greater than that which would havd resulted had a formal 
questionnair been adopted, As a matter of fact the autobiographical 
approach = to sive this method its somewhat pretentious academic desienation- 
eontains tie best features of the questionnair method and is at the same 
time dynamic and human, in that it keeps the salient events of the narrator's 
life in their proper sequence and in their correct perspective, And assuredly 
it is not gratuitous to insist that in dealing with human beings and human 
relationships, it is essential to adopt a method of inquiry where this is 
not conveniently forgotten. 
The information it was scught to include in every autobiography and 
which, to all intents and purposes, constituted a hidden questionnair 
was the following: 
i. The birthplace of the narrator, 
29 The status and profession of his parents, 
3. The occupation or profession of narrator in his native 
country. 
4, The date of his entry into the United States, his port of 
entry and the date and circumstances of his arrival in San 


Francisco. 
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Se His reasons for leaving his own countrys 

6. His occupation or occupations in the United Statess 

7» His attitude toward his native countrys 

8. His attitude toward the United States from the time of his 

arrival to the present time. 
9a The nature of his adjustment to American life, 
10, The survival of old native customs and native attitudes, 
il, His family life, in the United States, 
ae Marriage, whether into his own or into another group. 


be The relation of his children, born in this country, to 
himself. 


¢,. The adjustment of his children to American life, 
12. The effect of the depression upon him, 

Not all the biographical sketches contained serviceable information 
upon 8il these points, yet it was astonishing and gratifying to discover 
how many did, and how much light they often threw on the only problems of 
major practical importance in any acculturation study, namely which events, 
in any individuals's life and his relation to a new social and economic 
environment lead to character integration and which lead to demoralization, 

It is one of the secondary advantages of an autobiographical approach 
that it decreases the importance of the role played by the observer, 
Obviously the fewer sereens placed between the primary facts and the verson 
who is to classify and interpBet them, the better: is our data and the smaller 
danger of obvious distortion, In the particular dierumstances under which the 
present study was made it was of paramount importance to reduce to a minimum “fi 
the role of the observer for it woold not have been possible to obtain any ¢ 
large number of professionally qualified investiagators even had that been 


_ felt to be desireable, ‘ ‘ 
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let me recall the conditions, The investigators had to be taken 
from the San Franeiseo and Alameda county relief rolls, Fortunately the 
limitations thus imposed, far from militating against the completeness 
and accuracy of the information, actually increased it, It is not a mere 
whim on my part if I contend that academically and professionally qualified 
observers are often the worst people to send out to seeure sociological 
materiel, Their training does really erect an undesirable barrier between 
themselves and the persons to be interrogated and this barrier is inereased 
by the fact that they have frequently no experience in establishing contacts 
with strangers, ; 

Now the essential qualification for an observer is that he possess 
the gift for establishing a direct and immediate contact with his source of 
information in as unobtrusive as possible a manner, The persons almost 
ideally sdapted for bringing about such a relation are experiences soales- 
men, and business solicitors such as insurance agents, real estate agents, 
ete, In addition to other advantages they have the added one of being 
able to discern rapidly when a person will talk and when he will not. That 
_ they thus unconsciously eliminate the more inarticulate informants and 
emphasize the articulate ones, I would be the first to admit. And while 
it is unquestionably true that the fate of the inarticulate members of a 
comunity, particularly in an immigrant group, is of great importance to 
the body politic, it is extremely difficult for any observer, unless he is 
superbly qualified, mentally and emotionally, to obtain tangible information 
from them. It could not have been done with the forces at my disposal, I , 
do not have to add that academically trained individuals never achieve this, 
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The nature of the petenine!. of the investigators thus acted as a 
selective agency as it, of course, alwasy does, in determining the personality 
type of the individual furnishing the data, by excluding the unwilling and 


the inarticulate, This must be remembered and in any final and complete 


appraisal of a particular minority group we shall have to determine the extent . 


to which the willing and the articulate shall be allowed to speak for the 
unwilling and the inarticulate, 

But having established his contact we must next inquire into the manner 
in which the investigator recorded the information he obtained, 

The real task of the investigator, we know, begins only after he has 
established his contact. He is then confronted with the most important part 
of his work, How is he to record the information he has obtained, In but a 
few instances were the conditions so propituous that he could write down the 
autobiographies as they fell from the lips of the narrators, 0 help in 
visualizing what relation the text as recorded bore to the story as 
specifically told to the investigators, the latter were asked to indicate the 
method or methods they had adopted, The results disclosed that they varied 
with each investigator, that not infrequently, the sme individual used one 
method in the case of one informant and another in the case of another, 
depending upon which procedure he deemed advisable and practicable under the 
specific circumstances, In the vast majority of cases however, he took notes 
and wrote out the full account when he returned home, 

In spite of all precautions, hoever, we awe a source of error which 
had to be guarded against. This was met, in part, by securing so large a 
number of authobiographies that, after a fashion, the material controlled 


itself, The main control, however, was exercised by having each investi£ 


gator to determine their various biases and the pos“ble directions along 
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which they might unconsciously distort the actual information they obtained, 

On the whole a little distortion or unconscious falsification of the 
facts seems to have taken place, In some instances, the investigator un- 
questionably forgot specific items and in other cases he failed to understand 
them, either because the informant’ commend of English was too poor or beeause of the 
limitations in understanding and knowledge on the part of the investicater | 
himself, What the observer very frequently added was an evaluation of the 
personality of the narrator and of the events of his life. ‘These varies all the 
way from careful judgments to naive and intemperate expressions of BE: PS 
How significant and important such expressions of attitude and opinion are 
need not be stressed, But all this did not interfere with the accurate record 
ing of the facts theanselves, } 

Let me now repeat the task I set myself, It was the study of the process 
or processes involyed in the adjustment to American living of a particular 
group, the Italians of San Franeciseo and Alameda counties. In view of the fact 
that we were investigating an Italian group the ideal conditions would have 
been to have had, predominantly Italians as observers. But only a few Italian 
"white-collar" individuals were on the relief rolis, Non-Italians had to be 
selected, Some of these however, spoke Italian, Perhaps this had its advantages 
because it furnished us with a compact and definitely earmarked mass of material 
bearing on the attitude of Americans, of Anglo-Saxon and non Anglo-Saxon antee 
cedents, toward the assimilatory process which a special immigrant group was 
becoming Americanized, The provenience of the investigators does not seem to have 
acted as a deterrent in eliciting life narratives from the Italians, 

Sixty-five persons acted as informants, fifty-two men and thirteen women, 
The follwoing tables give their nationalities, their occupations on the 


distribution of occupations among the national groups? 
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b. National group * 
AMCTICANeesseecevoveranerevessarersazrsseee 
TtAlianeeenssoersecovevssssasesneressrasees 
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FPLONCHs soeccccvcvasnvevsanavesessenrssonsas 
NOTWOGLENeasersseesorereseverevenserererene 
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GOMANegeeeeevesseversvseesasssevasesesases 
Serbo-Croatianeerseseseccesrsrecsvcnversens 
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* Bearing in mind that I am designating 
as American only those individuals, both 
of whose parents were born in the United 


States, 
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Ce Distribution of Occupations Among National Group s 
Amer, Ital. Ir, Jews Fr. Croat. Nor. Sp.» Ger. Roum, Chi, 


Salesman 10 5 4 2 1 1 1 1 
Clerks 4 1 
Newsmen 5 
Writers 2 pf 2 
Workers 7 1 1 p § 
‘Teachers 2 
Students 5 2 1 1 1 
Lawyers 1 1 
Artists 1 
Printers 1 
Glergymen 1 | 
Seen ee Ore Wat Peewee Pere ee 


With the exception of the ten workingmen all these individuals belonged 

to the middle class, twenty-eight to the business group proper and twenty-seven to 
the so-called pfofessional group, ‘The business-men would naturally bring to 
their work the particular view-point in which they had been brought up, that of 
the petit-bourgeois, somewhat frayed and shaken by the economic vicissitudes 
through which they had passed, but still is fact essentially. At least their 
petit-bourgeois viewpoint was still intact in the summer of 1934, Those belong- 
ing to the professional group were far more thoroughly shaken, most of them 
being either definitely radical or liberal, The workers were evenly divided, 

Among the varicus groups of investigators, as might have been expected, the 


writers and newspaper men were most prone to reorganize their data, This at times 
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meant that the story of the navrators? lives was made subservient to 
certain dramatic and sentimental themes and episodes, These accounts 
were therefore used only because of the excellence with which they 
reproduced the atmosphere, tangible and intangible, of certain lives, 

But even had the onportunity for a more rigorous control of the 
investigators been present, no investigation of this kind ever carries 
conviction unless the facts eollected prove to be of an order which 
permit accuracy, For many important details in the life of the 
informants, particularly those bearing on his exact financial status, 

upon arrival, the amount of his earnings, the amount of his savings, his 
actual wealth at different periods of his life here, his losses during the 
depression, for all these exceedingly important items so deservedly dear 
to the statisticians no informetion was solicited. On such matters the 
unecorrohorated statement of even the most careful men is well nich meaning-~ 
legs, And even if it were not so unreliable, to have asked for them would 
under the circumstances have almost immediately created an etmosphere of 
suspicion and have developed a resistence that might have been definitely 
deleterious to other highhy important phases of the incviry. For these 


reasons only those facts were drawn into the investigation about which 


it seemed likely that ressonably accurate information could be obtained, -- 


Fortunately, however, in spite of important lacunae, the facts obe- 
tained did bear on the fundamental issues involved in on examination 
of the only vital problem involved, namely the processes present in the 
assimilation of an immigrant group to the older cultural core of the in=- 
digenovs population, It would unquestionably have added considerably to 
our understanding of eretain phases of this assimilatory process had it 
been possible to obtain exact statistics about the walth of the new 


group. This was not vossible and it would have been mere pretense to 
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1a 
have thought so, 

So much for our method of collecting the information, its ene 
forced limitation and the eontrol of the investigators, We need now 
only satisfy ourselves and others that enovgh information was actually 
obtained, Ideally, of course, the entire Italian population should 
have been investigated, but that was naturally neither possible or 
feasible, A representative sampling had to be resorted to, A rough 
caleulation of the material obtained, indicated that about seven 
hundred families had been interviewed, Yhis represents about 16 per 
cent of the population, Since in the infomants were selected at random 
the investigators themselves selected at random and the group dealt 
with was of a homogeneous gharester, we are more than justified in 
claiming that the conclusions drawn from this data applied, with but 
slight alterations, to the entire Italian population, Far more 
important and devastating inferences have been , and still are drawn, 


from infinitely more inadequate and inferior material, 


Attitude toward the Italian Immigrant 
in order to determine the accuracy of the data it was important 


nor merely to discover the manner in which it was collected and written 
down but also the attitude of our investigators toward the Italians 
themselves and the extent to whieh they shared the presuppositions and 
prejudices of the American population both what might be called that of 
tthe basig American group and that of the partially Americanized group, 
tt would perhaps be an overstatement to claim thet even a ema ll 
proportion of the observers had clear-cut points of view or that they 
were consistently aware of their presuppositions er prejudices, Some 


of them in fact would not have admitted that their socalled presuppositions 
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were not founded on solid fact or that their prejudices were 
prejudices, From the viewpoint of the problems to be attacked 
this naivete ms indeed both fortnate and illuminating, The 
observers were possible most clear-cut about their pohitical 
convictions and ideals, A somewhat cursory check of their 


allegiances in this regard yields the following results: 


Indifferent Conservative Jiberals Radicals 


American 16 6 16 
Italian 3 1 1 1 
Irish 1 “re 1 1 
Jewish 1 3 3 
French | 2 
Norwegian 1 
Spanish 1 
Gertian i 
Serbo-Croatian i 
Roumanien 1 
Chinese i 

oe wig ~ ae win | aaa mas 


These political affiliations seemed to be fairly definitely 
correlated with the strength with which specific presunpositions and 
prejudices were held, While all observers, except a few radicals, 
subscribed to the same views about the semi-inherent nature of racial 
and national traits only the conservati¥es--the solitary Italian instance 


of course onjtted-~exhibited strong prejudices against Italians specifically. 
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Now the wast majority of these conservatives were of Anglo-Saxon 
parentage and they themselves, their parents had come from the 
middie west or the south of the United States, They feel that they 
represent the original inhabitants of the land, Regretteble as this 
may be it has, of course, been the privilege, from time immemorial 
for the descendants of those who were most directly conneeted with the 
initial building up of a civilization to look down with the mest 
profound contempt upon the newebmer and to practically compel him 
to make his living, at times, by engaging in the less respectable and 
seni-criminal occupations, Having thus contrained him it is else 
nart of treditional humen nature to insist that the newcomer is 
naturally eddiected to the lower type of occupations as well as 
lawbreaking, The following thimb-nail sketch of an Italian saloon- 
keeper is typical both for its realistic portraiture of the facts as 
for the corments of the observer, The observer, in this case, belongs 
to a family of Anglo-Saxon atecedents whose ancestors ezme to the 
United Stetes ebout 150 years ard, 

Johr beeare a naturalized American shortly before the World 

War, He volunteered for service, but was disqualified by 

physicel defects which are not apparent to the laymen. 

Yor three years prior to the repeal of prohibition, John 

was a bootlegger, He operated in an apartment in San ; 

Freneiseo and says he paid police $60 a month for protection, 

He was never raided by Federal authorities, hse says, although 

goverment dry agents frequently visited and drank in his 

_ place of business, 

“The police, John avers, persistently besought him to inerease 

his payments for protection, He was in fact, admonished by the 


"law" to employ a manager, preferably a woman, to increase 
his patronage, so that he might contribute more toward grafte 
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Despite the fact that he is, or professes to be , a naturalized 
émerican, John does not koiow the political allegiance of the 
various candidates in the primaries of August 28, 1934, from his 
district, the 27th assembly district. Earlier in the carmaign 
he was under the impression that a cundidate for the Board of 
Ecuslization was running for governor. He did not know the 
political affiliations of the present corernots 


John employs an exceptionally eamely women as bartender, This, 

he admits, is for business purposes, He eaters to trade from the 

Presidio, and says his trade for three days after pay day at 

that military reservation excesis his business for the rest of 

the months 

On his arrivel in American, he worked as a laborer, Later, he 

became a fisherman, operating with a erew o from Fisherman*s 

Wharf, out of San Franeiseo, From that he graduated to a rum 

wamer; then went inte bootlegging, He is an expert in spirit 

rectifying and admits he manufaetures his own whisky from 

alcohol, burnt sugar and fruit juice, 

Although Johu has proppered in America, it is doubtful if he 

has added an iota to the culture or wealth of the nation as a 

whole, Yurther, by his own admission, he has defrauded the 

government of revenues from his manufsectured liquor, He is 

dense, uncultured and seemingly unscrupulous, 

This is indeed a highly instructive document, It illustrates 
concisely the manner in which certain members of an immigrant 
community are utilized by the older and supposedly indigenous inhabitants 
to break an unpopular law and the amazing unwillingness of the observer-- 
an American newspaper man==<to include in his condemnation those who were 
corrupting him and the econemie-social causes producing the corruption, 
The alien is to serve in his traditional role of scapegoat and the native 
citizen in his traditional capacity of tempter, judge end lord hich | 
executioner rolled in ones Only when this general functioning of the 
immigrant is understood is it possible to properly appreeiete the role 
speeific immigrant groups are asked to play, end what lies behind the 


frequently drawn picture of their inherent traits, 


Ss ; =1?- 
The picture drawa of the Italians is always the same. ‘They are 
supposed to be secretive and tampermamrtally addicted to every form 
of low life and gangsteriam, One observer, a newspaper man of Anglo- 
Saxon antecendants, defiantly poses the question of why sangsterisn 
comes naturally to see so many Italians, If you would ask the average 


‘Italian he would vehentntly deny it, so the observer but if yon confront 


him with the large number of Italian names rumning through the gangster 
stories in the pages of the metropolitan newspapers, he will succumb to 

the evidence, make a double-banded gesture and with a shrug say, "I 
don*t knowe" 

It hes been estimated that severy per cent of all the gangsters 
are, sO Our ungenerous informant claims, are either Italien born or 
of Italian extraction, This true of rackets where big money is to be 
made 

His final conclusion is that in such enterprises as erooked dog races, 
blackmail, operation of bawdy houses, low dives, rum running, the 
Italian race predominates, 

As our investigstor insists, some Italians are willing te 
recognize the truth of this contention and they sccount for it in a 
two-fold mamer, The southern Italians attribute it to the age-long 
tradition of banditry existing in the north of Italy and the northern 
italéiss to the centmetes old mafia feuds and gangsterism of southern 
Italy. But let me quote the investigutjer's precise words: 

“Sueh Italians as admit this to be the case, give some interest 

ing reasons for it. Those from upper Italy blame the Sicilians, 


however 
The Siciliaus/deny it and tell the following story: 


A 


The banditt4 who long inhabited the mountainons recions of 


Italy, ran in gangs or packs, to rob, stcal and to murders 
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their children and their children's children did the seme 
thing and that this custom was handed down from seneration 
to generation to thus the present day. This habit of bandit- 
ry, handed down from generation to generation has made gang=- 


sterism their second nature, It is in their blood and no law 


ean eradicate its 


By contrasts we have the pieture of the Sicilians as painted 
by those who don’t live in Sicily or around the Heel of Italy. 
Their contention is that the bad Italian gangster comes from 
the soutaland of the netions It is there that the Mafia, called 
the Black hend in the United States, hes been deeply rooted for 
ceuturies, This is worse than paditry ever was, Itis gangstere 
iem raised to the superletive degree, When, for instance, a 
demand is not complied with, death is sure to follow swift and 
certain, Sometimes the person on whom the demand has been made 
is kidnapped and tortured. More often some member of the family 
dies a violent death, Then another demand is made and if it is 
not complied with, murder claims another victim. This process 
continues until the entire femily is wiped out or the money deliver= 


ed in full end according to plans," 


This delightful cont#eet between the different types of banditry 
naturel to the Italiens, is, of course, pure imagination. There is, for 
instancé, no such benditry in northern Italy nor would any Sicilian, at 
least in Sicily, meke such 9 claim, Here in the United States, he may at times 
do so in order to defend himself against the widespread theory that every 
Sicilian is a member of a secret orgenization and every North Italian, a 


mS 


gentleman, The Mafia, 6f course, does actually exist in southern Italy and 
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Sieily, Among the Italians in New York and the cities of the eastern 
United States, it has taken a very sneeial development, I+ is this 


indigenous American growth that has given the Italien Black Hand its 
notoriety. In the form in which it exists here it is utterly unknown 
Lj ip in Italy Just as the tongs and tong warfare are unknown in China, Folk 
imagination manipulated by economic expediency, hes identified the 
specifically Italian-American mafia with the completely different 
Italian mafia end since our observer knew that no mafia organization 
existed in northern Italy he calmly substituted banditry for it there. 
His attempt to authentieate this phantastiec picture of assumed basic 
Italian traits by having Italians Shalcealcen accept it, might possibly 
have been aseribed to the influence of yellow journalian were it not for 
the fact that it fits so definitely into the typical cemut that prajudice 
runs when it is sanctioned by economic and political considerations, 

One observer was frank enough to admit that ‘merican polities plays 
definitely into the hands of a terrorist, but he is unwilling to put this 
recognition into the mouth of an American end substitutes an Italien. "The 
American political system," so he has this Italian say, "makes o for gang- 
sterism., " Most Italians would agree to this, Group politics bread 
sereah’ att ule break up inte gangs. Every gang, then strives to have 
a friend at court, or at the police station and, in addition an in» 
fluential but crooked lawyer to go forward for the cangster if he gets 
into trouble. At clection time he gangster delivers the votes if not by 
pemmiasion then by terrorism, The cop on the bent knows this snd plays 
his hand accordingly, Since the Italians in every city in the United 
States have settled in colonies, they have built thenselves up a compact 


political power which makes gengsteriam easier," 


4 
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But our picture is still incomplete, In spite of all the auditory evid- 
3 ence to the contrary, one investigator added to seeretiveness the 
, characteristic of taciturnity, Our picture of the bandit is thus complete, 


— — fow all bandits, I believe, are secretive and taciturn. Howver the dominant 
‘a theme of our Anglo-Saxon American ovserver in treating of Italians is the 


} fear of the mafia, Secretiveness, according to him, is a secondary 
consequence of fear of the mafia and this secretiveness has been 
practiced so long that it has become second nature, We should not there~ 
; fore be surprised if we have such a question posed as this: why are 
Italians as a race more secretive than other people? Nér should we be 
startled if the answer is as ludicrously untrue as the one concocted by 
our one hundred percent Anglo-Saxon American, If Italian husbands do not ; 
confide in their wives, let no one believe the reason is the customary one, 
There is a more gruesome explanation for this discourtesy and it is the 
folowing: 


Italian husbands confide very little in their wives, but no because 


\ 


they are tyrants in their homes or distrustful of their mates, They 
are secretive traditionally because of aversion to exbhanging ecuittae 
ences, born of centuries of fear of Mafia terrorism, This fear is 
second nature, not a practiced art, ( 
And this very trait is pointed out as the reason why so aig 

Italians become gangsters, racketeers and killers, They know 

they can violate the law with little ghence of their being ex- 


posed to the authorities by other members of their race. 


Because it is second nature for an Italian to eep what he knows 
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eh od 
to himself lest the wagging of his tongue slit the throats of his 
wife and children or himself, he is the least understood and least 
sympathized with, of all foreign born elements in America, Espec- 
jally is this true in the deteetion of erime. Although authorities 
are unable to understand why promises and threats fail to loosen 
an Italien’s tongue, the Italian knows, Centuries of mafia 
terroriam have taught him that if he tells, he is probably signing 
his own death warrant, He compares what the authprities promise 
for talking, with the security ke knows he will get for his 


silence, and chooses the latter, 


The Italian knows the law can only promise immunity for himself 


while the gangster can guarantee protection fo his whole family, 


Then why take a chance on talking when there is so much more to 
be gained by keeping his mouth shut, The law can do no worse 
than hang him, and there is only one neck involved, whereas by 
talking he might seal the doom of a whole generation of his kinse 


men, by the subtke death-thrust of an avenger. 


The Italians conkend that one can only appreciate how deeply 
rooted in the Italian heart is the dread of consequences of a 
glib tongue, by having been Born in Italy or having lived among 
these people, as one of them in their native country, There, 
féer centuries, until recently, when Mussolini broke the power 
of the mafia, mothers taught their childran, from the cradle, to 
fear the terrible vengeance of the Black Hand, 
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When this bloddy society was planted in the United States, American 
mothers of Italian extraction were forced to teach their American 
born children that a silent tongue was the safest, 

Presented in this simple and direct way this vision of mafia 
takes on its proper significance, It is clearly part and parcel of 
that customary pattern for describing the newcomer and the immigrant 
which is @©njured up by the dominant and older group to protect its 
‘economic security and which is continually being reenforced by the 

three forces always at the disposal of the dominant class, misinform- 
ation, prejudice and folk imagination, 

But not all the Ameriesn observers fell such an easy prey to these 
melodramatic conceptions of the Italian as a Rinaldo Rinaldini, Even 
among these we have dpignated as conservatives, a more mature under- 
stenting and a kindlier attitude is occasionally encountered, although 
it is safe to assume that in times of economic stom and stress the 
less generous image is likely to dominate, One of them was quite will+ 
ing to admit that although Italians control the gamliing in certain 
parts of San Franeciseo, aliens have no monopoly on gambling here, 
Another reports the following conversation; 

While interrogating an Italian, he asked me where my ancestors 
had come from, Itold him from Scotland, "There you are, * he said, 


‘we all are descendents of Europeans, I am as much of an American 


as you are, All our culture first came from Europe.* He laughed and 
was very goodnatured about it. He seemed pleased that he had scored a 
point, I might, however, have told him that my aneestors, on both 
sides, had come to America more than two hundreds years ago and that 
some of them had fought in all our wars from the Revolution to the : 


Civil War. But I let him score his point. He also was an American, 
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=235= 
"In occupation they range from scavengers to bankers, They all, 
however, believe in the dignity of labor and take pride in their 
efficiency." 

Still another observer visualizes correctly the whole economic 
situation in which the Italians, in common with native-born Americans 
have become enmeshed, Why did so many Italians become rume-runners during 
the era pf prohibition} The answer is simple enough, 

"It was big profits earned quickly; it was the ease with which 
officers could be bribed, At one time, it is estimated, between two and 
three thousand Italians of San Franeisco were engaged in the bootlegging 
business, which included illicit distilling, hauling, wholesaling and 
retailing of liquor, Enforcement officers were bribed to permit stills 
to be operated, Highway patrolmen and officers, from sheriffs down, in 
towns through which the Inuor must pass to reach the San Francisco market, 
were bribed to allow it to pass, and the San Franeiseo police had a regular 
payeoff system for the bootleggers, This ranged from $50 a month to as 
high as $200, depending on the location of the still and the volume of 
business involved, The Federal enforcement officers, in most cases, worked 
hand in gléwve with the police. 

"Furthermore, the Italians regarded the National Prohibition Act 
not aa the votes of the people, but as a class law put over by a bunch 
of reform grafters, He therefore could not see any moral turpitude in- 
volved in a violation of it, Even if there were, weren't there still the 


profits of the trade, And hasn't everyone a right to make a living, 


Certainly this is an unanswerable argument and must appeal to all 


good smerican businessmen, (of p. 21) 
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26 (a) 
While the observers of foreign birth or foreign extractions, 
non-Italians of course, rarely subseribed to the bandit myth, still 


at times, a certain amount of specific criticiam was passed on the 


tendency of those Italians, who it was claimed exploit the United 


States and spend the money they have saved here to set themselves 
up in their native land, Such a stricture was made by an American 
Jewish salesman, thoroughly assimilated, who must have realized 
that large numbers.of his own «inemen have, at all times, generous~- 
ly contributed to the wants of their relatives in the old country 
and have sent millicns of dollars out of the United States yearly. 
Apparently the crime of the Italian, from the observer's viewpoint, 


was that he intended to return to Italy, 
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Ocealionally we come across an individual whose mind not only 
transcends the usual prejudices and rises above local parochialism, 
but who disclosed a really profound understanding of all phases of the 
situation, economic, social and human, From him we obtained a document 
which ran somewhat as follows: 
In Italian homes, whether peasant or aristocrat, the father is the 
absolute head, The earnings of the entire family are turned over to 
him and he dictates the pleasures and the spéding of the femily. A 
daughter may not marry until her eleder sisters are married or have 
declared their intention to remain single, Upon marriage, she is — 
given her dowry and makes her home within her father+in-law's house. 
She and her husband are then simply the children of the groamts parents 
and are treated as such, They do their work about the house and in the 
fields for a mere exitance doled out to them by the boy's father. 

The same procedure, in reverse order, takes place in the case of 
the sons with this exception that after attaining majority, if he is 
married, it is possible for him to start out for himself with no help 
from his parents, This necessitates his becoming a tenant ona 
amall farm or entering industry by way of the factory, In either 
ease he is hopelessly bound, 

on such a tenant fam everything necessary for his personal 
family needs and the production of a crop is furnished by the land- 
lord until the time a the harvest, Then he must pay back to the land- 
lord the money advanced, plus a share of the crop, It is a very 
fortunate harvest that nets enough surplus to the tenant farmer to 
feed and clothe the family during the winter, and he always is obliged 
to go into debt in the spring for seed and food, In the great 
majority of cases, once a man becomes a tenent, he becomes the 


absolute slave of his landlord, The factory worker is no more 
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fortunate beeause his pay is always insufficient for his needs, 


It should not strike us as strange then, that when rumors of the 
enormous wages paid to workers in American industry were circulated 
in Italy, and the news of the freedom and improved living e nditions 
that was sent by relatives who had already immigrated to the United 
States, the slaves of the Italian industrial and agrarian system 


readily transferred their allegiance to the United States, Ambitious 


young men and baaten old people borrowed money from relatives and 


friends in order to get to the promised land of fair wages and decent — 


living conditions, Many planned to stay in America only long enough 


to get themselves on their feet financially and then, after returning 


to their native country, settle down in a financial security before 
denied them, They wanted to live among their own people and in their 
own land, and not in a new world of strange people ss ives, 
This ‘meant, in consequence that when Italian immigrants came to 
America, many of those who intended one day to return to their 
native land, made no effort to Americanize themselves, but remained 
true to their own traditions, and formed their friendships and 


alléghces among their own people, 


After having lived a short time in the United States, the Italian 
immigrant found that although conditions in the United States were 
perhaps better than in Italy, the possibility of his becoming his 
own master, or even of putting in a little money by for the return 
trip, were as remote athad before been the possibility of liber- 
ation in Italy, Perhaps they were even more remote, for there 


was now no longer left them the dream of a Promised Land, 
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And so, severed from his childran by their inability to under- 
stand the forces which have kept him enslaved throughout his 
life, and shorn of his last vestige of hope of seeurity or 
comfort by the failure of the Promised Land, his eyes turn 
toward Italy, remembering only the fields and treesgand vine- 
yards, and the soft warm air, Perhaps, so he thinks, his 
choice was, after all, wrong, perhaps he should have stayed-- 
and fought, 

Thus we have run the gamut of attitude encountered, I 
would however like to add one more document for it portrays 
eoneretely and with inimitable American humor, the exact manner in 
which the native-forn American cooperates with and is at times 
benefitted by, the immigrant who breaks an unpopular law and is 
forced to take all the risks and most of the punishment, The re- 
porter manifestly wuiderstands the full humor of the situation and 
passes no judgements, Ascuredly this is social symbiosis at its 


highest: 


"Well, Merry Christma", my friend Joe said to me, "Merry Christmas 
yourself, It's sure a lot better then some I went through a few 

years ago. Especially one in the years of rugged individualsim-- 
when the landlord soi frianel indeed and had my family put out two 
days before Christmas, You know moving at any time is a dreary 

affair but two days before Christmase-sort of cets you down, The 
movers didn’t have to use blankets and wadding to protect my furniture 
that year~-they juct threw the table and stove and five chairs in the 


truck and let it go at that, A few more sefatches didn’t mean a thing, 
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1 had a piano in storage on which I owed twelve dollars rent, Well 


the movers took and paid the rent on the pliano--and then took the 

piano, That covered the cost of moving us, It was nice of them, 

The landlord's last word to me was that he was going to attach 

my wages, which I thought was rather foohish because I didn't have 


a job. I wished him a very Merry Christmas, 


We moved inte a dark and misty old place above a store that was 
nothing but a bootleg-joint disguised as a vegertable market, I 
didn't Like to take the wife and kids into that dump but it was the 
best I could get, Ten dollars a month was the rent for the dingy 
four roomse-and they weren't worth it, The cockroaches were so 
thick around the sink you'd think it was a eockroach-farme-and ants, 
man} «= they just kept up in a steady stream fron the store below, 
Well I kept looking at my wife and I saw she wis about ready to 
throw forty seven different kinds of cat fits--and I didn’t bleme 
her, I didn’t fecl so cheerful myself, There were no lights, no gas, 
no food, no coal, no nothing. It was about three o'clock in the 
afternoon end dark, and that old place was just a tomb. Gloom-I've 
never felt anything like it even in the trenches, I sent the three 
kids over to the library and told them to read and sit there and wait 
until I came for them, So to the library they went--just as happy 

as though I had a million dollars and that old dump was a palace, 
Thamy wife and I started putting up the bed, "Oh, if we only had 
some light and heat,’ she wailed, °it would be a little better at 
least. Joe, you've got to go to the charities--that’s the only thing 


I ean see to do, Christmas coming, and nothing for the ehildren,* 
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Just then I heard the back-door sercen rattling like someone 
was trying to break it down, Out I went, There was a big fat guy 
standing there with the sweetest crin on his me you ever saw, ‘What 
do you want,’ I snarled ot him, ‘You just move in?? he asked, ‘Whats 
it to you?? I asked with ray Christmas spirit, ‘You got the gas on?? 
he went on, ‘No, we haven’t, got the gas on,* I answered, ‘Say what 
is this? A game?* ‘I help you,’ the big man said, "I am the store 
down stairs, I necd a man to help me deliver, You drive my car+-yes?? 
"Sure? I said, ‘but what's it all about? Deliver what?? ‘Don't be a 
tumbell,* my wife said, "Sure,$ she said to the big man,* my hushand 
will deliver anything$from sardines to gallon jugs, He's the best 
deltecres in town, Aren't you, Joe?* '0h sure,’ I answered, ‘sure 
I deliver anything!’ ‘'I @aought you would,' the big fellow said, "I 
Hee you have three children and not much furniture, I will need you 
until after January 1, New Years, ‘Big trade now, You can make easy 
a hundred and fifty dollars,’ ‘How much?’ my wife nearly screamed, 'A 
hundred and fifty dollars,’ he said again, ‘maybe more,* ‘*But here--he 
took out a roll of bills that he didn't get from sekling vegetables 
and handed me a twentye-'go down and get your gas turned on and then see 
me downstairs, I want you to work tonight.* 

As he went down the ricketty old back stairs shaking the shack 
with every plunk of his bi; feet on a step my wife sat down on the sink 
and began to weep. ‘Santa Claus,* she tthally said, ‘Santa Claus, And 
I thought there wasn’t eny.e* ‘*Ieok out for the cockroaches,* I warned 
her, ‘they'll walk away with youg* 

"Of course, " Joe finished, "I'd like to say that I beat my breast, 
stood on my honor and refused the filty luere, that I let the house stay 


dark and cold and my wife and kids go hungyy, Nuts-~I did not. I took 
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I took the job and I delivered hooch until January third, Night and 
day I was on the go, and besides the first twenty he gave me, the Big 
Fellow paid me off at just $237.00, and the first thing we did was move 
out of the cockroach flat, 

The preceding documents indieate clearly the nature of the personal 
equation with which we are dealing in the case of our observers, To 
those a¢customed to the fairly clearcut distinctions that existed in pree 
war Europe, between orenation and another, based on differences of speech 
and local customs, and to trese accepting the populer therories of supposed 
inherent racial and national characteristics, the American, more specifically 
the San Francisco situation, must to say the least, seem extrememly strange 
and chaotic, Utterly unknown in Eyrope. The explanation, however, is not 
far fe seck, In spite of all the contradictions the American seene does 
make for tolerance, The ec nomic determinants are felt here even where 
they sre not understood, in a fashion, Here the picture is not obscured 
by the film of an officially ingllcated tradition of ¢ernally fixed barriers 
between one group and another, ‘The presence here of members of every 
conceivable race and group and the numerous gradations of adjustment to 
émerican life, actually nullify the strnegth of such theories and make it 
imperative for the croup that has been here longest and has been in vower 
most completely and most continuously, i.e. the so called Anglo-Saxon 
group, to postulate a national goal that ould absorb all these differences, 
Thus the average American ¢annot as has just been pointed out help becoming 
aware whether consciously or not, of the essentially econamic basis of his 
confli¢ts and difficulties with the newcomers, He may resot to mythical 
constructions, such as these we have quoted, to ward off their pressure 


\ 


and their conpetition yet in his clearer moments those myths lose much of ; 


their force and mischievousness, And this is natural enough for such myths | 
\ \ 
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CH(PTER IT 
Social=Economic History of flan Francisco, 18481930 

To understand the behavior and reactions of the Italian immigrants 
in San Francisco I shall begin with a brief survey of the social-economic 
environment into which they were transported, 

Sen Franciscan history begins with the Gold Rush, From being an 
utterly unimportant trading and military post it became, within ten years, 
a thriving port, the clearing house for a vast mining area and something of 
an international and cosmopolitan metropolis, The influx of peoples from 
all parts of the world and from all sections of the population began then 

and this has always remained one of its outstanding characteristics, What 
Little relation existed between the oecupations to which the neweomers 
willingly submitted here and those for which they had been trained, can 
best be illustrated by a single exemple, Of the thirty people employed 

in the building of a brick ware-house in 1859, three were preachers, two 
lawyers, three physicians, six bookkeepers, two blacksmiths and one a 
shoemaker. 

This abrupt change of oceupation, and uproéting of values has 
colored thé history of the city in 4 number of specific ways, but in 
none more turbulently and dramatically than by the manner in which the 
forces of labor and capital have been ranged ageinst each other, and by 
the manner in which alien races and nationalities have become the cate= 
paw of contending interests, Though class lines and class distinetions 
were forgotten in a manner that had possibly never been witnessed before in 
the history of the United States, the anarchical unleashing of the lowest 
passions of man in their wild scramble for gold, distorted and dulled 


any real understanding between members of different races or nationalities, 
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It in no way made for tolerances 

‘Race between 1849-1860 was defined very roughly indeed, Nativee 
born Americans, Englishmen, Germans and Irish belonged to one rage} Chinese, 
French, Spanish, Mexicans and Spanish-Americans to another, Italians, 
Portugese and Greeks would have been included in this second had there 
been meny here, The members of this second"race" were cheated, maltreated 
and murdered wherever found, particularly in the mining ALCS » Thousands 
were forced to leave and return to their native countries. Others migrated 
south into the San Joaguin Valley and still others became robbers and band+ 
its. Part of the reputation for violence which the Mediterranean peoples 
gubsequently acquired where it is not a wilfull lie, ean be at#ijibuted to 
the activities of these unfortunate people, who responded to assasination 
and pillage by daring holdups and murders, 

Of the pandenonium that reigned during the early retfiod of the Gold 
Rush, this is not the plece to speak, We are only interested in that 
phase of it connected with the fixing of certain traditions. 

A large percentage of the native-born Americans had come from the 
south and this expleins the strong sympathies for secession that existed 
when the Civil War broke out in 1861, ‘There were, however, few slaves 
although slavery was held to be a legal institution, The native-born 


Americans joined by the Germans, English and Irish who had thenselves 


only coke to America a short time before, transferred all their so¢ially 

and economically engenderedp?ejudices to those whom they, humorously 
enough, Aeaignated as foreigners, ‘Since these "foreigners" certainly had 
awartheir complexions that the fmericans and sinee the Americans were pre~ 
dominantely southerners, it is perhaps not unwarranted to say that ah at 
least, of the antiforeign agitation represented the attenpt of these south= 
exners to equate the "foreigners" with the negroes, an equation alvmys dear | 


to the heart of Anglo-Saxon Americans, 
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ae In 1851 it would have been difficult to forsee that San Francisco 
was eventually to be dominated by the Anglo-Saxon, The newspaper Alta 
California in the issue of Febrdary 7, 1851, with the eustamary rhetori¢ 
of the day, gloried in the cosmopolitan character of the citys 

"From the sunny climes of Spain and Italy, from the fairylands of 

Persia and Arabia, from the regions of snow and ice in Norway and Russia, 

from the corn ané vinelands of pleasant France, from the British Isles and 
the colonies, from the green South America, from the imperial dominions of 
the newr relative of the sun and moon, and fran the golden islands of the 
Pacific, have they come in myriads to California, In our streets the fair 
European jostles with swarthy Kaneka or the darker Hindoos the pious Mussel- 
man says his daily prayers as he passes the churches of the Christian; the 
calculating German drives hard bargains with the v@latile rrewk) = 
stiffemade (mic) Yankee daily deals with the long-tailed Chinaman, Such 
an gron Lure gatherum of humanity Bas never before beon witnessed in the world's 
history.'* 

Small wonder than that the right of one part of the population, and one 
by no means markedly the larger, to dletate who was to work in the mines 
and who was to be regarded as the legally privileged, should heave been 
seriously challenged, As early as the spring of 1850 the "foreigners" 


sent out a notice calling for a mass protest against these unwarrranted 


pretentions: . 
| "It is time to unite” says the notice: "Frenchmen, Chileans, Peru» 
fians, Mexicans, there is the highest necessity of putting an end to the 
yexations of the Americans in California: If you do not intend to allow 
yourselves to be fleeced by a band of miserable fellows who are repudiated 


by their own country, then unite and go to the camp of Sonora next Sundays 


Quoted from Cross, Ibid. p, 294 
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a34~ 
there we will try to guarantee security for all, and put a bétdle in the 
mouths of that horde who call themselves citizens of the United States, 
thereby profaning that comtry.* 

They had ample justification for protesting not ouly on humanitarian 
grounds but on the basis of the money they paid into the State treasury. 

In the decade from 1854-1865 the Foreigner Miner's licenses yielded one= | 
eighth of the total income of the State and in the period from 1850 to 1870, 
one~half, 

But all, was of no avail, The State legislature was completely 
controlled by the native-born Americans and by the middle of 1850 the 
foreigners were in full retrest, It is estimated that in that year 
fifteen to twenty thousand Mexicans and an equal number of Chileans left 
the country, About the same time the Latins proper, ise. the Spaniards 
with a sprinkling of Italians and Portugese, were driven from the mines 
and took to gardening and whatever farming was posible then, The French 
were likewise dispersed, a few of them returning to their native land an 
a few joining the filibustering expedition into northern Mexico, ‘The stage 
was thus cleared for the next of the great battles of California, the battle 
between the Americans and the Chineses 

Yet even in spite of the briefness of the period during which they were 
presat in large numbers, i, e, between 184861858, the foreigners left their 
impress on San Francisco life, It would be ridiculous, of course, to imagine 
that the Spaniards, Italians, French, South Americans ete; who came to San 
Yranciseo during the Gold Rush were influenced by any more estimable motives 
than were their American competitors, But they came from countries possess- 
ing definite cultural traditions, The Americans, on the other hand, were 


Quoted from Cross, ibide pe 298. . 
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frontieramen, many of whom had, for a long time, been separated from 
the constraints of civilization even that form of civilization which exist- 
ed in the region between the Alleghenies and the Mississippi at the early 
part of the nineteenth century, Tenuous as may have been the refine= 
ments of civilization the Mexicans and South Americans who came here 
possessed, and shabby as may have been the remnants of refinements and 
culturedthe Freneh, Spanish, Italians and others introduced, still they 
had an enormous anpeal for the erude American backwoodsmen brutalized 
and emotionally impoverished by their conquest of the West. They gobbled 
up what the foreigner had to offer then in this regard much as they 
hated him for his external good manners, a trait Anclo-Saxons have, from 
time immemordal, regarded as superfluous and a sign of weakness, They 
were at all times ready to cut his throat when he competed with them 
in the mines, in business or in industry yet they envied him his enjoy- 
ment of life and experienced a profound sense of inferiority in his 
presence, Thus there arose thet shabb, centecl civilization @f the Gold 
Rushy a vivilization rendered all the more piquant and glamorous 
because of the injeetion into it of three contrasting traits, the realian 
and sophistication of the Chinese, the uncouth virility of the American 
backwoodsen , end the direetness and swagger of the Eneclish and Irish 
advernturerss 

In this conglomerate and eolorful culture the native-born 
American remained at first a‘purely passive spectator and when, sube 
sequently, be particpated more actively end originally, both the con+ 
tent and certain ceneral trends of San Francisco culture had become 


more or less definitely fixed, This was particularly true for the 
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easton for music, and for ‘ love of pageantry as well as for the 

less intellectual but highly important aspects of a civilization, its food 
Habits jena its form of gambling. 

In its lack of parochialien and in the broadness of its 
interest and receptivity, no theatre or music audience in the United 
States could compare with that of San Franciseo in the famous decade 
between 1848-1860, The number of plays produced was legion, English 
authors, of course, predominating, Twenty-one of Shakespeare's plays 
were produced, But there were also translations and adaptations of 
‘é ee French and German dramatists, Operas were performed in the original 
1 Italian, Freneh and German, a proeeeding hardly knowm anywhere else 
in the United States at that time exeept at times, possibly, in New 
York and, of course, New Orleans, But perhaps even more significant 
was the fact that the same opera was often given in the original 
and in an English translations | 

After 1860 this cosmopolitan tradition gradually died out 
and by 1900 little indeed of it was left exeept a vague memory and 
the habit Hr foreign actor troupes and opere companies to have San 
es : Francisco on their itinerary, Yet it could always easily be re~ 


vived even if it was only into a renote and watered a semblance of its 


former vitality, as new groups of foreigners, particularly Jews and 

yy Italians, became domiciled in San Franciseo. 

fi A, Apart from the theatre and opera no intellectual life of any 
| pretentions existed either in San Francisco, or,for that matter, anye 
where else in California, beteoen 1866 and 1900, The writers who had 
been inspired by the events of the tumultuous Gold Rush deeade had all 


; left for other parts of the United States or Europe, It was not until 
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-37- 
the eighteen-nineties, with the founding of the Leland Stanford Univer 
sity and the renovation of the University of California that all thix 
changed, But the new facultics had to be imported from the east, Calif- 
ornia was still practically a frontier post in almost every respect, With 
the significant functioning of these two colleges, however, a new era was 
inaugurated, The eastern educators brought with then their whole elaborate 
educational 
system + grade schools, high schools, and colleges, San Francisco and its 
immediate environment, between 1900 and 1920, beeame an eviable place not ; 
only for Californians but for individuals from other parts of the country. 
The one drawback was the unfortunate influcnee exercised by those who had 
amassed great fortunes during the years 1890-1910, upon the educational 
policies af the various institutions, state and private, to which they had 
80 generously contributed, 

Sen Francisco underwent even more momentous social and economic 
transformations during the game years, After the intense excitement of 


164861860, marked by tremendous fluctuations in the fortunea of the city 


and by the temporary affluence of many of its inhabitants often to be 


followed by heartrending misery, San Francisco settled down to a ten-yoar 
pettiod of fairly consistent prosperity, In the ten years preceding these, howe» 
ver, just as the artistic-literary atmosphere had been fixed so, the ground 

had been laid for all the social and economic eonflicts that were to play 

60 large a part in her history~-the attempts of the trades and workingmen 

to organize and to maintain their seale of wages and the determined efforts 

of employers to prevent such organization first, by inducing the immigration 

of laborers from the eastern states and they by utilizing convict and 


Chinese labor, Both movements had many disastrous consequences, 


“38= 

In trying to safeguard thensevles against the competition of the 
Chinese so systematically fostered by the enployers, the working class, 
skilled and unskilled, developed an irrational and malignant race 
antagonism which was to prove exceedingly hamful, both for their souls 
and for their own ultimate economic good, The corfusién was all the 
greater and dangerous because in the twenty-year period between 1865-1885 
the lebor movement was partially dominated by a radical outlook which should 
have been basically hostile to race prejudice and which should have opened 
the eyes of the lebor leaders to the true nature of the forees behind the 
employment of the Chinese under the conditions existing in San Francisco. 
Their failure to understand these forces allowed then to fall easy vietims 
to a eallously manipulated campaign of rege antagonism, This has persisted 
te the present dey, and the irrationality and misconception of the actual 
facts and of the forces involved have become traditionally erystallized, 

As late as 1910 a writer on the history of California labor legislation 
still had the effrontery to say: y, 

"It is evident..»that the motives back of this legislation (to exe 
clude Negroes and Chinese) were not purely econemie, We repeatedly meet 
with dignified discussions of the social evils due to the presence of 
elements in the population ineapable of assimilation, Complex race 
antagoniems and resentment of the thought of enforced association with 
what were looked upon as inferior races gare inereased determination and 
bitterness of feeling to the efforts to exelude these competitors, 

"Undoubtedly the opposition to the Chinese was grestly strengthened by 
the fear of economic competitition, and this fear was increased to a panie 
when the large uumber of incoming Chinese foreefully reninded the Calif~ 
ornians of the vast acevmulations of population from which this stream of 


immigration flowed,* 


. story of California Labor Legislation, University of 
California Publigations in mpnenets Vol, 11, 1910, p. 440 
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This lack of realism on the part of labor with regard to the racial 
question produced a far-reaching stultification of mind and led to dema- 
gogy, anarchy and wholesale corruption in all phases of the politieal and 
economic strugzle which for cynical indifference and organized raids on 
the public domain and the public finances by the best citizens of the 
state, has no equal in American politica, It permitted a man of such | 
undisciplined a mind and character as the Irish immigrant, Dennis Kearney, 
to excercise an undue influence on labor cireles, much to its diseredit and 
its ultimate harm and left the Southern Pacific and kindred corporations un- 
trammelled opportunity to control the state. 

A part of this corruption, we have just scen, ean be laid at the door 
of the labor leaders, Most of it, however, came from the nouveau riche 
group that had developed there and the assogiations and corporations into 
which they had organized themselves, There is a peculiar buthlessnessa 


and cynicism in their behavior not often met with elsewhere and this can »er~ 


blips be explained by the fact that they preserved in their persons and 


their behavior a type of adventurer-bandit psychology which is ethically 
reprehensible at all times, but which is, at least, explicable in an epoch 
like the Gold Rush, Avarice, greed, snimal cunning and vigilantieon were 
comprehensible then, Unfortunately, these corporations carried over the 
psychology of the Gold Rush days into their later dealings, long after 
there was the renotest exeuse for the mind and the emotions to funetion 

in this manner. Other corporations in the United States and elsewhere, 

have had an unenviable reputation for unsecrupulousness but rarly has it been 
equalled by that enjoyed by the Sothern Pacific, Until its external over+ 
throw in 1910 it was in complete control of the whole machinery of govern~ 


ment, Its sinister tentacles euveloped every phase of corporate life, Its 
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ruthlessness became a Ljword, 

The issue between lebor and capital was thus carried on in an 
eieovibers of irrationalian and violence unknowm, to the same degree, 
anywhere elee in the United States, 

It was in such an environment thet Sean Francisco slowly developed 
its specific physiognaay, In some respects the sharpness of the struggle 
led to positive and beneficial resulta, If, on the one hand, it created a 
corporation like the Southern Pacifie, on the other hand it lead to 
organizational aetivity on the part of labor which eventually made the 
city a uirenely niceneed uniionized center, Unfortunately to attain 
it the Chinese and Negroes and subsquently the Japanese had to be 
frightfully maltreated and disfranchized, But this @nly altered the sit~ 
uation temporarily. As fast as one racial group became eliminated the 
employers brought in and exploited another, And ieeftooen no longer 
possible to utilize members of another race to cheapen labor they 
fought their battle against the deamands of labor by introducing Porte 
ugese, Mexicans and Slavs and finally resorted to demoralized and impover- 
ished native-born workers from the southern and marginal states. 

The exact number of individuals, the Italians exeluded, the employers 
had at their disposal between 1890 and 1930 to be used potentially kn 
their strugzle with lebor are civen by the following tables taken from the 
UeSe census (1) 

Some of these figures include offspring of merriages where only one 
parent is of foreign birth, This is particularly true of the figures 
of the Trish. 
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FOREIGN POPULATION OF SAN FRANCISCO AND ALAMEDA COUNTTES 
(Excluding Italians) BY COUNTRY CF ORIGIN, 18901930) 


SAN FRANCISCO cCCUNTY ALAMEDA COUNTY 
s tnsienteediintintemamnaet niente te EERIE REIS Te OER 


SOUNTRY . 
Atlantic 
Islands 67 86 890 1,43 2,258 136 252 8,216 
Armenia 234 ‘928 ; 70 ‘542 
Australis 923 1,096 1,547 1,551 164 #1,705 S594 - 1,633 
Austria 1,263 1,841 6,515 3,694 5,833 ‘262- “S24 2210 1,277 2,929 
Canada 4,371 4,770 8,023 7,083 21,297 2,196 2,757 403 5,942 20,639 
 Central& 
356 520 1,815 4,458 116 423 «= 617 1,150 
24,613 10,762 10,582 7,744 16,305 S,294 1,956 4868 4,505 3,700 
tas “757 2,094 . ‘256 1,036 
1,785 2,171 4,245 3,389 98,091 1,265 1,484 4584 5,115 8,797 
9,828 6,956 14,050 26464 10,774 3,370 3,759 9292 7,216 24,756 
935 41,846 1,810 3,569 140 725 1,153 2,921 
4,665 4,870 8,931 6,908 13,921 865 1,020 S176 2,503 6,003 
26,422 35,194 48,890 18515 55,316 5,090 6,106 19194 7,422 29,858 
£4274 3,204 8,922 869 1,132 153765 
207 = 244 "88 1,890 045 81 453 2,284 
315 1,267 2,390 1,157 152 330'—«i64 sd, 095 
30,718 15,965 54,413 18271 59,911 5,591 5,265 13928 5,217 20,196 
621 1,852 4,518 5,358 6,250 196 1,178 3266 5,221 5,715 
1,320 4,157 918 2,114 
1,452 1,459 1,763 3,793 3,039 269 223 4496 1,575 1,171 
1,396 2,172 4,735 3,121 7,998 358 557 2261 1,756 5,957 
50l 538 2,152 6,546 “43 - %e 649 1,945 
448 §30 670 816 1,604 2,209 28,710 7619 7,886 22,059 
765 “124 
1,064 1,511 6,325 5,752 15,834 94 149 1770 1,402 3,922 
3,181 3,000 5,340 3,569 10,656 ge8 1,140 3217 2,609 10,918 
“B20 235 1,170 2,500 4,900 51 55 184 1,576 3,642 
3,594 65,248 9,736 6,468 15,216 2,096 1,708 9728 4,124 12,371 
1,696 2,085 5,832 3,569 6,662 408 588 1682 2,609 3,595 
216 86 
“se 722 ; 154 
‘S87 = 88S ‘445 1,515 172 256 878 1,766 
Others 1,328 1,502 24,685 1,696 6,579 825 30421015 542 2,407 
Total Nhe 
tive White 
of Foreign ‘ ‘ 
Parentage 206 4285 142,830 
Indians 46 45 151 41 56 182 
Negroes 2414 8808 #xk 6320 10150 
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This breifly was the San Franeiseo to which the Italian immig~ants 


had to adjust themselves, They did not come here in any appreciable numbers 
until 1890, By that time the city had passed throuch many transformations, 


After the Gold Rush it became, for a time, sanething of a manufacturing citys 


Its charecter as an important trading post, a fishing center, and a finane- 
ial center acquired at about the same time; it was destined never to lose, 
As the rich valleys of Sonoma, Seeramento and San Joaquin counties came 
under the plough and were covered with wine grapes and orchards, San Fran? 
cisco acquired an additional significance, that of being the clearing-house 
for this new and rich Hinterland, Only in this lest phase of its develop- 
ment did the Italiansmrticipate significantly, Yor the earlier develop- 
nents they were too late, In 1890 there were 5,212 in the citys in 1900, 
7,508; in 1910, 5,308; in 1920, 7,699; and in 1930, 9,894, San Franeisco 
in the same years, more than quadrupled its population, it being 634,394 
fh £930, 

3 But if they arrived late and if they added no new contours to the 
life here, still from 1900 on, they participated actively in every phase 
of its existence, Today, 1935, the greatest banker of the state, is an 
Italian, the mayor is an Italian, and the nation head of the American 
Legion is an Italian, Only in the intellectual life of the community is 
their influence negligible, They have produéed no scientists ané no 
scholars of note, nor does any member of their croup occupy an important 
chair in any of the colleges of the state, Similarly, no leader of public 
opinion, conservative, liberal or radical has emerged from out their ranks, 
On the whole they heve identified themselves, with praiseworthy skill and 
alacrity, to the prevailing mores of the native-born Californian even to 
some of the distressing features of his culture such as his susceptibility 


to political corruption and to vigilantism, 
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CHAPTER TIT 


THE PROVENIENCE OF THe ITALIAN POPULATION IN SAN FRANCISCO 


Today, there are in the city of San Francisco, in addition to the 
£27,311 born in Italy, 30,710 born here, In the adjoining counties for 


shich San Francisco is the principal outlet the figures for 1930 are as 


follows: 
Foreign-born Native-born of foreign 
or Mixed parentage 
San Mateo 4,736 4,504 
Merin . ‘ 1,820 1,925 
Aladema 9,894 12,160 
Contra Costa 4,585 §,799 = 45,483 


In San Franeisco and the neighboring counties we thus have 48,356 foreign- 
born Italians and 55,098 native-born Americens of Italian or mixed parent- 
age, which together gives us 103,454 individuals who are more or less 
directly in contact with Italian mores and mind, The entire state had in 
1960, 107,249 individuals of foreign bérth and 129,373 native-born in- 
dividuals of Italien or mixed parentage, YVPorty-five per cent of the 
Italian population in other words, is concentrated around San Francisco 
and if we add the Italian populations of Napa, Solano, and Sonoma 
counties who are in intimate contact with the metropolitan area of San 
Francisco, the percentage is inereased to fifty, 

The information we are using embraced two counties, San Franeiseo 
and Alameda, most of it coming from San Francisco, The importance of 
Obtaining information from Alameda county ley in the fact that we thus 
included farmers, and it would be impossible to understand the function= 
ing and the reactions of the San Franeiseo Italians unless we keep in 
mind insistently the interchange between small businessman and farmer 
on the one hand, end industrial laborer and agricultural laborer, on the 


other, an interchange that not only holds for San Francisco but held with 
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haedu a hg ae 


equal strength for Italy. 

The discussion that follows applies to all sections of the population 
except the extremely wealthy and the well-to-do, No fortune accumulated 
by the Italians in San Francisco goes back, however, more than one gener- 
ation so that although, strictly speaking, the information about the 
wealthy families of today is inadequate, mich of what can be deduced fron 
the examination of the Life-history of the small businessman holds, on the 
whole, for them as well, 

it has been genewatly assumed that the overwhelming percentage of Ital- 
iang in San Franeisco came from northern Italy, On the basis of the six 
hundred families studied this contention is not borne Out. Roughly speak=- 
ing, about thirty-six per cent were born in southern Italy and Sicily, ten 
per cent in central Italy, and fifty-four per cent in northern Italy, North- 
ern Italyzyis, of course, a purely artificial designation including as it 
dees, such widely difference eameas ethnically, geopgraphically and econ- 
omically as Piedmont, Liguria, i.e, Genor and its environment, Venetia, i.e. 
Venice and its environment, Lombardy, and Tuscany, Breaking up this north- 
ern contingent into its constituent elanents we find that one-sixth came 
from the Piedmont countryside, one-sixth being from Turin; thirty per cent 
from Tuscany, of whom the vast majority are fram Florence itself; about 
eighteen »er cent from Lémbardy, half of them fromMlan, and about eighteen 
per cent from Lombardy, half of them from Milen, and about cighteen per cent 
from Genoa and Venice. 

In short, every region of Italy is represented in the ttelian population 
of San Francisco, even the newly reg&ined provinces of Trentino and Trieste, 
In terms of Italian speech the representation is even more compiete, for 
it includes individuals from Freneh Corsica and the Swiss provinee of Ticino, 
and the so-called Swiss«Italians, For no other part of the United States, I 


believe, is this even remotely true, 
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The seven main areas from which the population has come + Piedmont, 
Liguria, Lombardy, Venetia, Tuscany, Latium and southern Italy - pre-e 
“ ag suppose a tremendous diversity in physical types, lsnguage and cultural 
ae traits, 
i Piedmont end Liguria which, after a fashion belong together, have 
borne the brunt of foreign invasions fron the days of the great barbarian 
/ incursions more than two thousand years ago. The result has been a hope- 
I less intermingling of the three dominant divisions of the white race - 
the so called Mediterranean, Alpine and Nordic, Those superfielal racial 
ae j theorists who are prone to contend that the nothern Italian is more 
fi y easily assimilable to American culture than the southern must then, in all 
Mw k good faith, be willing to admit that it has nothing to do with the pig-+ 
| hey mentation of the eyes, the color of the hair, the shape of the head, or 
ae! stature, 
The dialectic variations in Piedmont are not very great but Genoese 


is, of course, an utterly unintelligible language to the Piddmontese, 


Oe a Culturally the French influence has, for at least a hundred years, been 


hy very marked in Piedmont and this, plus the Austrian influence, has really 


| | get Piedmont quite apart from the rest of Italy, In fact it is somewhat 
hia difficult to think of this section as essentially Italian, No individuals 
‘ahd 

ri who played an imporatant part eclther in Italian polities or culture arose 


there until the nineteenth century, Then, of cource, it becane the cradle 
, Of Italian unity and an intellectual subcenter, During the nineteenth 
| century, together with the adjoining Lombardy, it developed into the 
economically dominant section of Italy and today contains almost one- 
quarter of the population of the whole of the country, 

Liguria, paticularly ita famous port Genoa, has had an entirely 


different history and has been pert and parcel of Italian civilization since 
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the early Middle Ages, Within the last century, however, its close 
proximity to the italian:dnd French Riviera and its transatlantic 
covinections have given it inhabitants an international outlook which 
i+ had lost for about two hundred years, 

Lombardy with its great metropolis Milan became, in the nineteenth 
gentury, the most highly industrialized section of Italy, Its cultural 
physiognomy, not to speak of the physical type of its people, has been 
specifically influenced by its long ¢ontact with Austria, Beeause of its ine 
dustrialization and these intimate relations with the Germanic nations to 
the North, labor struggles played an important role in ite history for the 
fifty years preceding Mussolini, Together with the workers’ organizations 
of the province of Emilia (Bologna, ete;) it was the pivotal areadfor the 
well-known cooperatives of nothern Italy which were so brutally extemi- 
nated by Mussolini, 

Venetia, to an even larger extent than Lombardy, has been for the 
last one hundred and fifty years strongly influenced by Austria, Only to a 
limited degree has it participated in the new Italy inaugurated by Cavour and 
Victor Emanuel I although, naturally enoggh, it was partially drawn inte 
the new economic developments that, from 18901920, were centered in 
Lombardy. | 

Of Tuscany little need be said, Culturally and intellectually it 
has been the center of Italian life since the thirteenth century and 
although throughout the eighteenth and part of the nineteenth century it 
was almost as impotent politically as the Pepa States--mnilia, the Marches, 


Umbria end letium-its prestige was still so strong that for a brief period, 


saci ; 


o “oh poikt? seg oh RR ond bebdhatome st: al 


ion ty ae ferdinand va Raned tits?  pevds ove epottgantiod | 


iy 


—- 
- 
3 


ore Botsant owt trode 204. gond,del oe 


‘' 4 : 25 i tab ee ails ae ae ae ee ee 7 ‘ 
ran fs PE. RT Lim -atloowayam hate eo 4 bie COAG MOL 
& . th é i 
. a et - » wh Leo eh wt ry kK 
F wher: circ f Pye va Vhlel IM ; ood ba Leet eat Se py aae ee g wre, 
’ ; fe am 
adn . a ‘ ¢ aor ee eee oe) ee aathad 
ba befgoag Ab? Yd cogghy Lao hogte edt (2a idega ted tony eae, note’ om 
‘ - ‘ j a ‘ i. * _ 4 " x @ il de-ae i 2 " 
sf ga ast feaary |e fia tap eee reap Boi oA eeu iags bea da otg ye qe 
' 
eee ee ee t dtiy savlinger ofemifatoieedt? has nolde ay bata 2 
‘ 
. C , ‘ t eeny ‘ fis? t ! i 
— ‘ t + - a - Pat 6) i Py ms Dah ti 4 Lie Pe (9° a Lae] ‘ ad 
‘ ‘ po bY a ‘ ris > 
he ~+ f 1 , ' Jit ‘ ¥ tse Ase oe ae 2 
. . - a . 4 . * Sul +, ies P i a 
PoP " r 2 : a ’ ees Ho itt 3 AS Nd ty ae re owiy tae a 4 $ Oye aw 
7a a | 
a 5 pe by oe - 
— ‘ . 1 ' a nlp % i : . ey ' ya ESS 2, serene isow 
“i t Aves : a 
kc . ; 4 aS BTS ES eb Buy 
‘ eee | - ws ra ia "s wera are y ad 
Ly ee piguds i,t 
yo dg P vantiy x rye 4 PPI Wis ‘ { f Ps % ee Li! vein 
1 a x ee to by . eyed fi | Syiaed tee ‘ 
ue ni ‘ +7, : b gtc ef . mT ' ST m ope. eae 2s eI Rg 2 Sede ey et Ey Ate ad eth 
ws « ‘ ‘ 
SoS popes hy ey tien Soy of, Dept il Pea Be A ORS te od” NOs ae pola 
. A . f “ 
ye ' Te Ty. eat Me Wes 4 ng oe 
’ fm ‘ i , debe Fe TARR Hh aR ae ae wth. set bal 
¥ 


Jae 


at Had ; : i . o ee has Nh, oa i. 4 OA : att 4 rt pet tend 


a , , . : , ‘ 4 : eae i f 
‘te P) yet aitos tiem? bce Gh Lative oe ed Rese w DRED quad tO 


a Le Ae ot anidiiind.. 


- i 


’ 
4 


oa 


y 


ohm 

between 1804 and 1871, it was the capital of reunited Italy. It has — 
always been a rich agricultural area and a region of active town life, 
In the industriel development of the last two generations it has played 
only a @mall role, 

fhe sections which until 1860 comprised the Papal dominions, pose 
sess a perculiar interest for us, Geographically they dre partly mountein= 
ous and barren, partiy lowland and fertile, They were until the last 
thirty years or more, renowned for their traditional political apathy. 
Within the last thrity years, however, all political movements have been 
represented there, often in violent form, It was a center of socialiam, 
of republicanism and of faseiam, One of the columns of the famour March 
on Rome in 1922, when the fascists seized power, was supposed to have 
started from Bologna, The March, of course, never took place and Mussolini 
rode in a Pullman car from Milan to Rome to become premier, Yet in spite of 
all this, the famous or infemous plebiscite of 1926 whereby Mussolini 
attempted to demonstrate to the world that the nation was with him, the Bologn+ 
ese still had the courage to cast 8,000¢ votes against him, a very credit~ 
able showing considering the fact that the free expression of opinion was 
so completely muzzled, 

Of Reme itself no more ned’ be said then that it became the 
capital and administrative center of the new Italy after 1871 with all the 
advantages this implied, ; 

lastly we come to southern Italy, ises the large area embracing the 
provinces of Campania (Naples and the surrounding region) Apulia, Baeil~ 
ieate end Calabria on the mainland, and the tsland of Sicily with its 


capital Palermo, Apart from two regions, the one around Paelermo and the 
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other around Naples, Gharacterized by an intensive cultivation of the soil, 
this whohe section is so completely cut up by mowktain ranges with non= 
intercommunicable valleys which, in addition, have no access to the sea, 
that it has been for many centuries the most backward section of Italy, 
economically and socially, At one time, of course, between 500 B,CL and 
100 A.D, it was one of the richest and most »orosperous portions of the 
country as well as the center of sulterns But foreign exploitation and 
eeonomie ravages, together with climatic alternations of extreme violence+--= 
torrential rains followed by Long period of intense drought--have complete~ 
ly destroyed it, During the nineteenth century, despairing of any improve= 
ment, millions of its people emigrated to the Americas, north and souths 
Today it is still the home of many large estates that have been unworked for 
80 many years thet they have almost become unworkable, The much heralded 
improvements inaugurated by Mussolini with admirable publicity have in no 
way improved the lot of the peasant or yeah up the holdings of the big 
landlords, They have been confined fairly exclusively to the building of 
roadse-imperatively needed, of course, andschool houses, 

It is in such a rich and diveBsified environment that the san Franciscan 
Italians were born, Generel statements, however, give no clear picturé of 
the facts, It may, therefore, be of sane @alue and interest to let the new 
comers speak for themselves, The following three chapters will therefore 
be devoted to the story of their lives and the chain of circumstances which 
brought then to the Golden Gate, 

CHAPTER IV 
THE FISHERMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO 

No account of the Italians of San Francisco would be complete without 

special reference to the Fisherman’s Wharf and Hunter's Point and the 


colonies of fishermen and the Italians bound up with their life, Not only 
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the fishermen themselves but the owners and promoters as well are 
Italians, (Today, whatever my have been the case previously, they 
are preponderantly of Sicilian origin) Theirs is a community within 
a community, one untouched by the outside world and coming inte contact 
with it only when business demands it. There was consequently no assimil« 
ation to American customs or American attitudes such as the ordinary 
man understand them, until recently, Today the heavy hand of modernity 
is upon their trade and upon their craftemenship and the older men are 
inclined, in non-Italian fashiongto wax romantic about the encroachments 
of that American civilization which to them is distinctively a civilization 
of forestieri ~« of foreigners whose representatives they so well remember 
in Itely where they played with life and preyed upon life, 


Wherever in Galifornia there is fishing on a commercial basis , you 


are sure to find Italians, Their business sense is as keen and forthricht as is 


their instinct of workmenship, The food needs of a city as large as San 
Franciseo are very great, So night and day the trucks and trains must keep 
rumning,the warehouses and commission district storés keep their stocks 
moving to supply the populace, There is no let up as the small amny of 
fishermen chug out in their little launches through the Golden Gate to 
eatch the fish San Francisco consumes in enormous quantitites, At all costs 
restaurants must be supplied with fish, hotels, markets and homes. 

Hundreds of boats and many hundreds of men make up the fishing industry 


of San Francisco and a more carefree, hardier crew it would be hard to find, 
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Faw of the owners and members of the crews live on their boats, 
Their homes, however, invariable are near the wharves from which they 
operate; and every California fishing port of importance has its 
"Fishing Village". A commercial fisherman associates with commercial 
fishermen, end their families have little in common with the world 
outside their "villages". 

Of necessity, fish boat crews are well fed. The exceptions to this 
rule are the craft of Orientals, but their number is negligible. Let 
me give a sampe of a meal on a boat owned by an Italian and manned by 
four Italians and one Portuguese: four kinds of sausages, three kinds 
of cheese, celery, lettuce, mixed pickles, rye bread and butter, canned 
pears and gingersnaps, good winde and indifferent cot'fee with camed 
milk, With the exception of the coffee, the meal. was served cold, as 
the bost wae out on a eruise of only six hours. On longer runs, the 
crew said, hot meals were prepared in a miminutive gslley. 

fhe Italian follows the fish just as instinctively as a gull trails 
a scavenger shipe He seams particularly fitted for the task of Bisher- 
man; the trade lures him ae mich as a sport as a means of life, He 
excels in pursuit of any kind of fish from shrimps to salmon, smelt to 


sardine, lobster to crab, And wherever there is = cannery or a fish 


wharf there is a cohony of Latins, with Italians predominating. 


The village of a dozen or more sheacks on the @lat land that stretches 
back from Hunter's Point is strictly Italian, ‘The land on which these 
fishermen have built their little homes has never been deeded to occupants 
of the shacks, They pay no rent, and they have nailed together the crudest 
buildings to be occupied, in most instances, temporarily, when the shrimp 
plant at the tip of Hunter's Point is in seasonal operation, The oecupants 
of these crude homes engage in shrimp netting or are employed in the 


plant at such times as it is open, In "off seasons" most of them join the 
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fishing villege at the western base of Telegraph Hill, 

It cost the occupants of Hunter’ s Point shacks little or nothing 
to build their temporary homes, Much of tho material fron which the 
small dwellings were constructed was salvaged from tidelands in the 
vicinity, None of the houses is more than two tiny roomsj most of them 
are single room shelters, Crudely built, they ave equally poorly 
furnished, Yet the two into which I gained admission were clearn, One 
was constructed of salvaged sheet-iron nailed over a framework of sal+ 
vaged ek eveteasis Undoubtedly, this little bome is extremely hot 
when there is sun, and cold in seasons of rain, Some of the shacks 
have water piped into the house} other tenants obtain their water from 
a commmity tep in the backyard of a neighbor, The occupants depend 
on wood for cooking and heat, salvaging their fuel from the tidelands. 
Aso the places are lighted by kerosene lemps, 

Half a dozen or more milk goats are tethered a short distance from 
these homes, feeding on marsh grass thet tovers unused space of the 
peninsula, Two factors are now conspiring to wreek this old life, the 
breaking aey of the children and the floating reduction plant, 

A floating reduction plan is a ship converted into a factory. These 
plents buy sardines from a fleet of mall boats, then convert the fish 
into oil, fish meal and fertilizer, They make no pretense et manufacture 
ing a produet fit for human consumption, ‘The oil and fish meal are sold 
almost exclusively to poultry establishments for use in forcing fowls 
to early maturity and egg production, Humorously enouch the workers on 
these floating reduction plants are largely Italians and alothough the 


promoters and owners are largely Americans, 
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‘The first floating reduction plant started operations four years 
ago. Unit No, 2 made its appearance the following season, Your plants 
were working last season, and six are reported ready to take to the 
waters September 1, 1934 the opening date of the sardine season in North 
California. 

A reduction plant generally anchors twelve miles off shore, out of 
jurisdiction of the States However, it is supplied by boats that fish 
either within or without the State's jurisdiction, Inasmuch as the fish« 
ing boats can work nearer to their "mother" factory, they ean sell to the 
floating pdant for less than if forced to bring their eateh twenty or 
thrity miles to a shore ¢annery, Also, the shore canner must pay the 
State 50 cents a ton on all fish brought to the plant and is probhibited 
by law from manufacturing edible sardines into anything but human food, 
His wanufacture of fish meal and fertilizer must, under the law, come from 
offal and fish that reseh the plant unfit for human consumption, In 
brief, his by-products take nothing from the world's food-wealth; whereas, J 
the floating competitor tumms hundreds of thousands of pounds of valuable food inte 
hen tonic, with which the market already is over-supplied, 

The floating plant brings ite products into port duty free, so customs ri 
officials have ruled, besause those products did not originate in a. A 
foreign country, The fact they were produced by foreigners has no bearing 
on the issue under the customs laws, 

As a pound oval tin of California sardines retails today at from let 
to 18 cents - they have been as low as 8 cents ~ packers depended largely 
on their by-products to keep the business going, Now, they insist, a $10,000,000 
industry, employing many thousand men and worleh, must be se¢rapped unless a 


way can be found to suppress the floating reduction plants, 
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But let me return to the old fishermen themselves in wham the old 
life is still incorporated, 
The Story of Petes: 

Pete is the patriageh of the village at Hinter's Point. He in-= 
sists that the Italian likes his goat milk in preference to that of 
cows, At seasons when the colony shifts to the Fishing Village, the 
goats are taken down the peninsula, Pete says, to be farmed out to 
gardeners « also Italians - who readily consent to feed the animals 
for the milk, . 

Pete ~ if he has any other name even his neighbors do not seen 
to know it + has been a resident of the Point colony periodically 
for more than 20 yearse He took up residence in a shack of his own 
construction at the opening of the shrimp plant on the Point and has 


found employment seasonally there ever since, 


He is a very old man, about eighty, Before entering the shrimping 

$ trade he was a member of a crew of one of the fishing boats with a berth 
at Fisherman's Wharf, He turned to shrimp fishing when he became too 
old to stand the strain as a purse-seiner or gill-netter, Pete does not 
know how long he has been in California; but says he came here from Italy 
as a boy, His father worked on the early-day fishing boats; and Pete 
reealls when tidelands extended as far uptown as Sansone Street, He says 
he has seined sanddab and sole and caught them by lure in deep water that 
covered the spot where the Ferry Building now stands, 

There was only a small Italian Colony at the foot of Telegraph Hill 
when Pete landed in California with his father, He has seen this Latin 
quarter grow from a few anall buildings to a population of approximately 
10,000, 
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He claims the Italian will go without proper clothing and stint 
himself on food to own a home. That, he adds, is especially true of the 
up*land or hill‘ country Italians from the Tyrol district, Pete, himself, 
once owned & home at the base of Telegraph Hill, but was wiped out by 
fire, His wife died shortly after and now, he insists, he does not need 
a home. 

"This place," he says, "is good enough when we are running the 

shrimp," It was a one»room shack, 

"And what do you do when the shrimp plant closes?" 

“end nets, There are lots of nets to mend on the water-front,.” 

"Then net-mending is your real trade?2 . 

"Oh, I can mend nets; but I like to fish, I like even to catch the 
shrimp," 3 

Pet admits it is hard to live without a wife; but insists he is too ' 
old to marry, and that it would be difficult to support a wife at present, 
A wife who would support him, Pete continues, would be hard to find, 

He has a little money laid by, "Not much, But I can die," Also 
he still pays tax on the land from which his home was burned, That, he 
says, will keep him when he is old, There is a sale for Telegraph Hill 
property even in these times, Pete says, and the valuations in that 
district have shown an inerease in the last four years, while realty in 
other parts of the city has slipped continuously, Several wealthy Italians, 
Pete reports, have bought property on the hill at foreclosure in the last two 
years and are holding it for speculation, 

Pete estimates there are at least ten Italians, or persons of Italian 
extraction, in San Francisco who are worth a million, All of them, he says, 


came here with virtually nothing, or were born here of poor parents, 
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He would like to return to Italy to "see Mussolini." “Everyone wants 
to see Mussolini, He's a event Man,” 

"Would you like to return to live there?" 

Peter ran his fingers through his long hair, and frowned, "I don"t 
| know, I was very young when I esme here; and I hove. been here so long," 
4, taf "How long?" 
ay A A "Oh, maybe sixty years," 
"Then you are not eighty?" 
"I don’t know, I never did know when I was born." 
rHave you always becn able to make @ living in America/?" ; 
"I have always been able to live. Sometimes I have no work, But 
fa. I have never been to the Italian Board of Relief" 
| "Some people live off the Board all the time, Most of the Mexicans 
do. But I wouldn't go to the Board, I can live, If I can’t fish, I can 
mend nets; if I can’t med nets I can cook shrimps, When I can't do any- 
thing I clean boats and nail up boxes in the cannery, Oh, I can live." 

"You like the shrimping?" 

Pete shakes his head, "I like the gillenet and the purse~seing and 
the lampara and the little boats, I don't like the shrimp. But I am 
an old man, And an old man cannot go with the purse-seine and the lempara 
boat." 

By "jempara boat" Pete means the smaller fishing craft that originated 
on the Mediterranean before Christ. It has changed little in shape and cone 
struction since, and is said to be the most seaworthy little boat ever 


designed, It has come to be called "lampara" I believe, because that is the 


name of the seine it usually carries, 

J ) ! Pete says he owns several of the goats tethered on Hunter's Point, 

| ea | and that he loans them to poor Italians, who take turn-by-turn in supplying 
a Pete with mili. 
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It costs him very little to live, He has plenty of milk fram the 
farmed out goats} free fish, He goes to “packing town” not fax from 
the point for his meatg and he kills the buck kids as his goat multi«- 
plies, The meat Pete can't eat when he "sacrifices" a goat is dis- 
tributed in the colony, 

"Nearly always," Pete says, "they pay back in food." 

Péte's back is a little bent, his face leatherlike, his hands 
gnarled, “Always,” he says, "I work hard," ; 

Pete serves a lafge tumbler full of good claret wine. 

"You make this?" ee 

"I cannot make that good wine, It is made by my friend, I trade 
him fish and goat meat for good wine." 

Will the visitor stay for lunch? Pete has some very fine fresh 
shrimp, Oh,no, he will not boil the shrimp, That is not the best way, 
Peel. them and fry them in olive oil, That is the wy for shrimp to be 
good. , 

Pete peels his fresh shrimp with @ Single jerk. It is an art. He 


fries it deep-fat in oil. It is very good, like the wine; but Pete's 


black bread is very bad, his lettuce wilted, The goat's milk cheese 


he serves makes up for that, 

No, he did not make the cheese, It is "sapsago" The wife of a 
neighbor only knows how to make "sapsago," 

Pete serves another too generous mug of wine, We drink from heavy 
porcelean cups, Always, Pete says, he has drunk wine, He would like to 
accompany the guest downtown, Maybe there will be nets to mend, The man 
has been on a boat all nights has not slept. Still, he does not appear 


tired, These Italians are good seamen, 
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Pete does not lock his shaek door on leaving, His neighbors might 
want to borrow something, 

Pistro, Born in Rome, 

One of the oldest fishermen in San Francisco is Pietro, who has been 
sailing out through the Golden Gate for thirty-five years, Fron the bay 
he has watched the skyline of San Francisco change many times~once quickly 
and tragically in the earthquake and fire of 1906, Pietro'’s story is in- 
teresting because it is a bit different from that of the usual immigrant. 

He was born in Rome, Italy in 1864, When he was old enough to wore he 
was semt to his brother’s farm outside the city, But he had no liking for x 


farming and when he was sixteen he came back to Rome and managed to live \ 


a 


‘ by doing any odd jobs a boy of his years could find, His parents were wtill % 


{ye in Rome but he did not return to them, being afraid they would send him back | 
thee to the fam, When he was eighteen he @t work in a shoe manufacturing eoncern, 
| * | where he worked for ten years, Then he got married, His wife Bore him two 
pie sons-lived with him four years*and then vanished with the two boys so com- 
pon pletely that he has never found a trace of them, It was then he bagan to 
iy go downe=he gambled, drank and very soon he was without either money or 
. friends. | 


It was then his family stepped in an, after a long conclave, he was 
persuaded to come to America, He makes it plain that it 2) cob they 
loved him he was advanced money by his family to make the trip, but merely 
to get rid of him once and for all, So at the age of thirty-five with a 
rather full half life behind him and no particuler hope or ambition for 
the future Pietro came to America, He hadn't one friend or relative in 
the United States, he had no plans, All he knew was that in the larger 


cities there were Italian colonies where at least he could be among his own 


people, 
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He stayed in New York for three years until 1902, He says they 
were very happy years, Everything was new to him; he was smong his 
own people, and for the first time he began to take an interest in study, 
Because he was ol1€ and large he didn’t want to go te schoole-so he hired 
an Italian who was well educated to teach him the language and also — 
grammer school subjects about all of which he knew little or nothing, He 
did not work while he was in New York; he had money and the New world 
was very interesting to him, This was his undoing-~-he began to gamble 
and drink in New York and soon, as in Rome, he was without money or friends, 

It was then he came to San Prancisco--not directly by any means-- 
for it took him two years to get here, He had five dollars when he left 
New York, He just turned his face westward and iterally walked out of 
the great city, walked because then he didn't know how to jump freights 
or ride passenger trains without paying fare, But he soon learned, The 
easy life of the hob was very much to his liking, He went up and down 
the United States from Canada to the Mexican border many times and never 
once did he go hungry for he was always willing to work+--a little, He packed 
wood in Utah, getting into a big sack and stamping it down with his feet; 
worked in the mines of Colorado and Arizona; picked fruit in California and 
did many other odd jobs to keep himself going, In the spring of 1907 he 
eame to San Francisco and here he has been ever since, | 

His first job in San Francisco was as a roustabout in a saloon on the 
old Barbary Coast, He says it was his knowledge of drinks that soon made 
him assistant bartender end then the*main bartender, The saloon was a fisher+ 
man’s hangout and he became interested in their tales of the work, The out- 
door life was much to his liking and when he ha@ saved a little money he 


bought a share in a boat, Many obstacles were put in his way when he tried 
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to break into the industry, He says it was a regular frecefor-alt at. 
that time and he hints at a secret society that tried to frighten and run 
off new fishermen; he tells of times his nets were cut, not by large fish, 
but by knives, Fights were a daily occurence, but as he was big and strong 
he could hold his own with anyone, face to face, and soon he was let alone 
to fish in peace, 

After he had proved himself and been accepted, life became a very 
happy affair for him, He was with his own people; he was in a business 
that appealed to him; he was free, and he was making-mmoney, The ride 
out through the darkness of the Gate in the early mow#ing hours; the 
ever present juk of wine in the boat; the soncs, the companionship of his 
own people, the free but hard life, all this was much to his liking and 
he throve on it finaneially and physically, | 

Every trick of the trade he learned, That dealers on the wharf 
paid the best prices, when it was best to sell to the dealers and when 
best to go directly to the hotels or restaurants; what variety of fish 
was in demand; what kind was fit only for fertilizer factories, 

But though he is a fine fisherman and very skiilful at all angles 
Pietro's main interest seems to be in the life he has been able to lead 
as a fisherman, He seems to like most the companionship he enjoyed; the 
gathering of the families on a Sunday at the wharfes to repair the nets and 
sing the songs and speak the language of the old country; the drinking 
bouts and the out-of-door life, But he adds rather sorrowfully that he 
is too old for much drinking now--a glass of wine now and then at the home 
and that is all, 

It was at one of these Sunday outings at the wharves that he met 


his second wife, This was in 1908 when he was forty-four, He got married 
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and became a citizen of the United States on the same, days His wife 
was born in San Franeiseo and she was shocked to learn that he had been 
in America nearly ten years and hadn't taken out his papers, From the day 
of his second marriage Pietrats life fell into a smooth, rather mono= 
tonous groove, He fished, he raised a family, he hecame a good citizen,. 
He has four sonse~one fishes with him, one is still in high school, one is 
a motion picture operator or a Cameraman in Hollywood, one has about a year 
more to go before he is a doctor, | 

Pietro is seventy years old now, He is harried and grizzled yet he is 
still a stwong man, The old wild days in Italy are far behind him, like 
a mist a. his memory, He is very Americans His family is here, his 
interests are here, all his life is here, To talk with him would lead one 
to believe he had been Yorn here. He has had his troubles but, all in all, 
his adopted country has treatelhim very well indeed, And he is quick to 
say that he hastreated America very well in return, All he cares about 
is that he keeps his health so that he can fish as long as he's able to 
walk on his two feet, For to Pietro fishing off the Golden Gate is not a 
business, but an art and should be respected as such, 
Jacopa, Born in Croton: 
jn of Croton on the shores of Italy, Giuseppi came with his 


wife and two sons to San Francisco in the autumn of 1905, Giuseppi's family 
found to its dismay that the relatives they had in this city instead of 
being unbelievably rich as had been supposed were poor and had a hard time 
to keep themselves alfoat,. So alsmost without funds the former were forced 
to shift for themselves in a new country whose language they could not speak, 
Jacopo, the oldest son, twanty-one years of age, was the mainstay of the | 
family. Even emong their own people in North Beach the father and mother 
were bewildered and continually bemoaned the fate that caused them to leave 
Ttalys 
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Jacopo, the son, speedily saw it was up to him to support 
the family, He easily accustomed himself to his adopted country 
and through friends was able to seevre jobs, In this formative 
period of his smerican life he worked on the docks, chopped up fish 
in a Chinese market, handled fruit and vegetables in a dozen mar~ 
kets in the commission district, and managed to keep the family and 
send his younger brothers to school, He was picking up the language 
and was happy. He relates that in those days being in the Italian 
section of San Francisco was much the same as living in Italy. He 
adds this is not so true today, and he is saddened by the fact. He 
thinks the immigrant should keep the customs and language of his 
country alive--not only for himself but his children--for in this 
way he gives something very much worth while to America. 

In April, 1906 came the earthquake and fire and one more the 
Giuseppi family was on the move, Jacopo established the family in 
a flat on Fillmore street and he and his father went to work for 
the city freeing the streets and lots of the downtwon district of 
bricks and other debris, This work lasted for some months but out 
of it they were able to save nothing, They had lost all their 
family possessions in the fire and everything had to be bought anew, 
It was at this time Jacopo became interested in the fishing industry 
of San Francisco. Rather he was interested in the life of the fisher 
men who daily put out to sea through the Golden@te and supplied the 
city with its sea food, He and a friend tried to get a boat on credit 
but none was to be had, In those days he says fishing was a bitter 
wipizene and. khe nendeae® wen. nor exactly weleomed with open arms, 
Fights were frecuent--lLiques were formed that battled togather--to keep 
the industry under the control of a few for their own profit. Jacopo 


saw that even if he had a boat it wouldn't all be clear sailing, But 


the happygo-lucky life appealed to him and a fisherman he was deter= 
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mined to be, 

In the spring of 1907 Jacopo signed up for a trip to the 
Alaska fishing grounds with his friend. He shakes his head as he 
tells the hardships of this voyage, Off Bristol Bay he worked a 
small sailboat from the large ship. These sailboats manned by two 
hends went far out to fish for salmon, There were no union hours for 
Jacopo and his comrades, He says "it was fish when you can." up there 
and many times he passed forty hours without sleep, The food was bad 
but what they suffered mostly from was the lack of fresh water, In the 

year he went to Bristol Bay the salmon run was poor and instead of the 
$900 or $1,000 he had hoped to earn for five months of terrifie labor, he 
returned to San Francisco with less then $400, Yet he was glad to get 
back for now he and his friends had more than enough to buy nets and a 
fishing boat to start in business in San Francisco, After the hattships 
of the northern trip he laughed at the dangers his countrymen told him 
were to be found by any fisherman outside the Gate, The sudden animosity 
he and his friend encountered when it was learned they had bought a 
boat was ignored, This animostiy was short-lived, Practically every 
fisherman going out to the Heads at thet time was an Italian and as 
Jacopo was an Italian things were not made too hard for him, In a very 
short time he and his fricnd were accepted, and were allowed to fish in 
pesce, 

But he soon found out that fishing was not the only important 
thing about his new life, Selling the fish was also important. He 
learned that the fisherman who got into the wharf fist with his catch 
was the one most sure of a sale, This was especially true when the 
catch had been great and the maket was glutted with a certain kind of 


fish, Then the dearl who bought et thw wharf and had facilities for 
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marketing the fish would refuse to buy and the laggard in getting back 
to the wharf would have all his toil for nothing, His catch was dump- 
ed in disgust into the bay, or, if he were more frugal, sold to dealers 
of fertilizer factories, Here the catch would be ground into dry fish 
meal and sold to pouttry dealers and others, 

So life for Jacopo beeame a pace, It was out to Heads as fast 
as the weather would permit, get his catch and then rece for the wharf, 
He had many stories to tell of these races and the dangers faced when 
twenty fishing boats would try to gain the channel shoreward of Mile 
Rock Light at the same time, He came to know every rock in the Golden 
Gate and could gauge to a foot how close shoreward he could come without 
mecting disaster, He boasted that after the first two or three weeks he 
and his friend were seldom beaten back to Fishermen's Wharf, 

In the beginning, Jacopo scorned the fertilizer trade but soon he 
saw that many of the fish he caught were unsaleeble, And it was a waste 
of time to continue fishing for a catch he was certain would not sell, 
This made him late for the wharf and the dealer's good money, So every- 
thing that was caught was kept from tiny sandabs to the largest halibut 
or salmon, He kep in mind what kind of fich was a drag on the market, 

He knew what kind was only good for fertilizer, So everything that came 
+o his net was taken and separated according to sale value, When the catch 
was all in, then the race back to the wharf, Sometimes he would have a 
larce ae for the hotel and restaurant trade of salmon, and halibut auae 
a small cated for the feritilizer buyers, Sometimes the cateb would be 
all fertilizer, but Jacopo scorned nothing the sea gave him, Other fish- 


ermen may use different systems, he says, but this is the one he has found 
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pays the most in the long run, 

He was very happy in his new life, Ne was among his own people, 
making money for himself and family and doing the work he liked, He was 
up at two or three o'clock in the morning and putting out to sea to 
reach the fishing grounds before daylight. The main fishing grounds are 
just outside the Golden Gate and off toward the Farralones which are 
nautically known as the Heads, Jacopo made the trip in all kinds of 
weather, in twnety years, he said, the weather forced him to remain ine 
side the Gate only three times, On Sundays he and his friends would 
gather at the wharves, fim the tears in their nets made by some large 
fish, tinker with their boats and laugh and sing and drink with their 
fisher friends, Fisherman's Wharf became a sort of Sunday pienic grounds 
for the Italian Fishermen’s families and Jacopo dave he couldn’t have been 
more contented if he had stayed in Italy, This Sunday gathering of 
Italian fisheremen’s families, he says, is slowly dying out due to the 
interests of young smerican-born Italians in other things, 

Jacopo insists that the fisherman of the old days is passing, Most 
of the fishing boats then were owned individually or in partnership by 
men who forme’ a erew, This is true in many cases still but large 
concerns are gradually buying up and running a fleet of vessels, These 
boats are manned by crews paid according to the catch they makee Jacopo 
couldn't quite express it but what he meant was that the fishing business 
of San Francisco is losing its color and POMENCE » It is beeoming teo 
commercial, Now in the Old dayseenesscssesevece 

Jacopo is forty-nine now, He has been married twenty-five years 
and has four childran, He is stout and Yovial, and can drink his wine 
and fish with the best of them, Still with his old partner and friend 
most any morning at two otclock he is to be found seudding out through 


the dark Golden Gate to the fishing grounds ke knows so well, This is 
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CHAPTER _¥. 
The Underprivileged %n Italy. 


Italy today as it was throughout the nineteenth century is 
predominantly the land of the underprivileged, A mid-viectorian like 
Browning might exelaim with romantic longingg- 


Open my heart and you shall see 
Graved inside of it Italy? 


To him and all of the eucapists of the EBuglish middle-class 
and nobility it may have meant ease and leisure and on opportunity 
for basking retrospectively in the sunshine of Italianars and liter= 
ature, They could become great Dante scholars and even Senses to 
appreciate the great artists of the Trecento better than the cultured 
Italiens themselves, 

To the vast majority of Italians, however, Dante was a closed 
pook and the glories of the Trecento a meaningless pursuit of the 
forestieri and the pozzi, To them,to the underprivileged peasant and 
the underprivileged workingman, Italy was not a land flowing with milk 
and honey, not a gorgeous panorama of plenty and futility, studded with 
yaeation spots like Taormina, Capri and Sorrento, It meant instead a 
long narrow peninsula with but a fewefertile plains and backbreaking 
and unrend tting toil, 

predominantly 

‘lthough it has from time immemorial been an/ agricultural 
community, the soil of Italy has never been truly fertile, It seas 
a garden spot only to those strangers who visist such selected eine / te 
valley of the Po, the plains of Apulia(Tavoliere delle Puglie), the Conea 


d'Oro near Palermo, the Piena di Palmi in Celabria and a number of the 
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other areas, smell in extent, These are the only regions that 
yield rich crops, Within the last fifty years the center of the 
peninsula which was, in patt, covered with marshes hes been slow= 
ly regained for cultivation and made habitable. 

The principal products of the soil are cereals, olives, citrus 
fruits, mulberries, wines, and, for Sicily in particular, wheat, The 
latter, in spite of strong government encouragement in the past and 
today, is only grudgingly cultivated because it yields the least re~ 
munerative of crops. 

-The difficulties that face the agriculturist are great. Cli-+- ; 
matic conditions favor the ripening of certain crops only, Rain and 
hmidity are not adequate for the others and thus an extensive system 
of irrigation is necessary, The slopes of the .ppennines have for 
ednturies been covered with vineyards and yet, even today, it is 
only by the most patient and laborious work that they survive, The 
soil has still to be renewed by brining earth from the plains, liter~ 
ally basket by basket, Each year they have to be carefully protected 
both from devastating fogs during spring and from the ruinous reys 
of the sun during the summer, 

Added to this is the small size of the country and the lerge size ‘ 
of the population, After all, Italy only ms a surface area of 310,000 
square kilometers in which 42,000,000 people live, If we remember that 
31,0060 hectares are taken up by cities, lakes, rivers, highways, rocky 
surfaces, regions more than 700 meters above sea level, and malarial 
areas, we have left for the cultivation of the soil barely 20,000 hec- 
tares, i.e. two hundred inhabitants per hectare, The density cf the 


population as such varies tremendously, Sardinia having 102.7 people to 


y crt 


“@ 
‘ 
t 
* 
NG 
+ é 
r 
‘ 
x 
| 
3 o 
f 
‘ 


Sg 


poets ae 


ns i! fe 


nw aH ame 


ats 
pe +9 7p 


"hed ‘ito sic win enti 
Cyt wst Fe J ,f : 
* tx ; 


mn chev te feo: tay beaker Oa 
‘axiom Tink ed? the ad outer: 4 


Laqiex 


a ro 
oF Sy OB 2, : mS ¥ 
ve %; » = be , - "ey =A 
wftora gar .h as wolsted Sat a) aed 
RS 
- A~ oJ 
ty ay Coils es "Le 


. ' Bh ee nl 
tae? ee Tt Dahir. ced Wea 
, ey See? x} a % SMO] 
i oe 5 wi " ae. 
Eee  O. STS we ee 
; i hie oa oe 5) ee a 
i wows satt cee Reet Reb. a Cn 54 
mn \ , 4 
ee . ‘ -% " 5) 
! , if Py sunkt ger h tare koe Saree plate, 
rs , 4 t 
oontixr AAT "10% woe 200 axe. we ie iguat 
; _" y ike oe oi . ot’ 
: dvs fea PE.” cree tee eae: Maes ate a f het rey: 
fs 
7 
j ‘ - Pa ae ft gerne CART 
ey - Lerrert ie f , ¥ ie dine 
© ® . re > Fe as ‘ 
i i t eG gti py ae ORE ar BT ve 
‘ - clan a f , 
. S| ye oa . rae eee NETS Di Se eeases a | Se: 
fi 
. > ar” ale egrets, gta cyt nage Pe a 
Lr hw . 


j ¥ ie: yt bus f ‘ 4S 
Paadtactin Hite eats. waodhelueaa eae DO ie. 
-sety CN, O80, tie bale ‘ni sbnnaitladh ce 
$y te ae Bistae is 


ep a , 


4 


Miles” once tao 000, 
a Tee oF mn we TOY 


ei ri) we i % oe yea: 
ren ey oe ile tee Ie 


Pa viv tir wee 


gir ng! ve 


eres 


= er ae 


~68< 


the square mile whereas Campania and Liguria have respectively 


689.6 and 683.6, Between these two extremes lie Piedmont, Lombardy, 
and Venetia, with approximately 455 to the square mile, 

For more than two generations this population probiem has been 
the bane of Italien statesmen and politicians, The statesmen realized 
that in the present order of society, cutlets must either be found for 
the surplus population of the inerease in the population must be dis- 
couraged, 4 statesman and scholar like Frencesco Nitti has pointed 
this out only recently and stressed the fact that ancient Rome together 
with Latium, at the period of its greatest glory, possessed only 
1,000,000 inhabitants, Mussolini, as we all know, has, on the contrary, 
thrown all his energy into encouraging the birth rate, In a famous 


speech delivered in 1927 he insisted that it is only in numbers thet 


' power lies, This battle for the increase of births (le battaglia dell 


naseite) led to the passing of a severe law against the dissemination 


of information concerning birth control,to the tax on bachelors and 


the establishment of premiums for parents of large femilies, Thi« has 
led to some very amsing incidents and some highly characteristic state- 
ments from the Faseist press, For example, in the Tribune, a well-known 
fascist writer declares that the battle for the population increase 
demonstrates the superiority spiritually and otherwise, of the Fascist 
view of life as compared with the naturalistic coneception among the 
liberal governnents and the materialistic conception prevalent in 
democracies, As might have been expected, peasants reported marvelous 
suecesses for the Duce’s pronouncement, One such case printed in the 


newspapers of May 2, 1928, calls the attention of the Duce to the fact 
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that the wife of « peasant hai given birth to tripluts exetly 


eketen and a half months after the pronouncement had been made, and 
that this, as well as the maging increase in births of triplutsy, is 

due to the fact that both parents were Faseists, in souk and body, 
Another case reported in August, 1930, 1s even more amazing, A woman, 
who when seven months pregnant, contemplated the eubiem of the Faecist 
party, informs the world that she gave birth of a child with the Fascist 
emblem impressed upon ite right buttock, In another ease a child was 
born who immediately announced that he wished to be put at the dis~ 
posal of the Duce. But in spite of all Mussolini's fulminations and 

and his insistence that Italy must have 60,000,000 by 1950, in spite 

of the miraculous ineresase in the number of triplets born yearly and 

the touching fatth that can implant the fascio littorio upon the 
buttocks of newborn infants, the women of Italy seem to have rebelled, 


for the following is what the marriage and birth statisties show:- 
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inherent in cultivating so ungenerous a soil, 


ARRIAGES BIRTHS 

Year Number Per tc ,000 Number Per 1,000 Excess of births 

populetion Population over deaths,per 
1,906 population 

1922 365,460 966 1,175,827 30.7 12.7 

1923 334 306 8.7 1,155,177 30,0 1390 

1924 B06 £0 729 1,224,470 29.0 11,9 

1925 295,769 76 1,109,761 2805 11.2 

1926 295,566 7 Se 1,094,587 2767 10.5 

1927 302,564, 746 1,093,772 28.4 10.6 

1928 285,248 Pol 1,072,316 2646 9.1 

1929 287,800 Vel 1,092,678 . 26% 12,6 

1930 303,214 704 1,037,700 25.6 91 

1931 2765740 6.7 1,027,638 24,8 10.2 

1932 268,336 6.5 992,049 23.8 Vey 

1933 290,000 609 996,000 2347 10.0 

1954 254,000 55. 827,000 19.7 8.7 


The density of the population has, of course, added to the difficulties 


These difficulties heve been still 


enhanced by the fact that although in general, Italy is a country of small lande 


owners, very fow of them, actually $111 the soil themselves, For this purpose 


they employ tenents (fittaveli) and erop-sharers (mozacdri), Neither of these 


two groups, which are numerically about equal in size, possess any prbperty in 


land, They merly have certain interests in it, 


The fittavoli pay an annual fixed sum to the owner of the land, the 


title of which, as a matter of fact, often belongs to some foundation or muni- 


¢cipality. 


Very few of these fittavol& 


$111 the soil themselves unless they are 


very poor or the rent land very small, Instead they hire laborers, The products 


of the land, however, belong to them exclusively. 
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The mezzedri till the soil theuselves using members of their 
family as helpers, I? a farm is too large for one femily to manage satise 
factorily, then they too will hire help, particularly during the planting 
and harvesting seasons, They supply the femuing tools and one half of 
the various chemicals necessary for combating insect pests or diseases of 
the orops and they take, in exchange, one half of the products or such a 
share as has been agreed upon, according to the fertility of the land, 

The fittavoli and mezzadri together form one of the groups into 
whieh the "farmer" class is divided, The other class*, just as numerous 
consists of one which is concerned with the selling of labor either to 


these few landowners who cultivate the landé#directly, 1,¢,., the fittavoli 


or to the mezzadri, during the planting and harvesting seasons, This ¢lass 
is the poorest of all the agrievitural workers, This does not mean that 

the other groups ere not poor or that they are even comfortably off, All 
agricultural groups «~ fittavoli, mezzadri and even the snall landowners 

are generally poor, They live in uncenitary homes, have no educational | 
facilities and no medieal attention, In northern Italy there are often farm 
buildings but the workers and their families are lodged in the basement 
where the floors are never paved and are always demp. Both the fittavoli 


and the mezgzadri are normally in debt to the landowner and have no savings, 


Their ability to endure such a life of misery is, of course, due to their 
proverbial frugality and physical resistance, 

Taxation has always been very heavy and the yield of the soil 
is naturally not abundant, due to its continuous cultivation fer so many 


ceutureies, This, added to the overcrowding, produced a most depressing 


They are called giornetori, cafoni, bifolchi, etc., according to the 
different dialects, 
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economic situation which ‘pecame almost unbearable after the war, 
Before the war the wages of agricultural laborers averaged three : 
and a half lire a day, the lire then being worth five to the dollar, 
Duriue the war there was a netural rapid rise and 1918 the average 
was six lire a day, After 1919 with a greatly depreciated currency 
the wages rose to cighteen lire in 1921-1922, to decline to fifteen 
at the end of 1922, With the advent of Mussolini the decline con= 
tinued rapidly until today the average wage is six lire, i.e, fifty 
cents a day with great decreased purchasing power, as compared to 
seventy cents before the wars 

But let a San Franeisean Italian speak for himself:<- 
In Italy the major portion of the land is owned ty a minority of the 


population and the term mozardro and contadino is applied to those 


tenants that the landowner must, of necessity, place upon his land 


+o bring production to its full limit, Mezadro means literally, 


fifty-fifty or equal sheras, 

Italy being much smaller in aread then the state of 
California, yet with many times its population, was forced, in 
order to feed its pecple, to get the utmost in produetion from its 
land, Unemployment was unknown because any m family man could 
obtain a place to live and the necessities of life, by appealing 
to the landowner, This meant, however, not a living but a mere 
existences 3 

The man who desired enplornent would go to the landowner 
and make his agrecment. In general, this would engege the lLanowne 
er to provide a given number of acres of land, 2 home, necessary 
buildings for the crop to'be planted and a certain amount of 


stock, including hogs, eows, a horse or mule, and poultry, ‘The 
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lendlord farmer planted a sufficient mmber of the different 
trees end fruits to provide for the needs of the tenant in 
fulfillment of his contract. There would be a certain number 
of chestnut trees to provide his flour, a certain number of 
grape vines for his wine, of olive trees for his dovikeitig oil, 
and of fruit for his table, 

The tenant was expected, from his tract of land, to 
raise all his food and in many eases the material for his 
clothing es well, The landowner provided his tenent fanily with 
food until such time as the farm itself could produce it. As 
each pop was hervested the division was made, half to owner and 
half a tenant, Any surplus above his necds, the tenant might 
sell in order to botain money for the netessitities of life which 
could not be produced on the farm, 

Clothing was not bought ready made in the form of a suit 
or a dress, but sufficient cloth was purchased or bartered for, to 
outfit the entire femily, If the women were not capable of mak 
ing them, a tailor or dresaaker was engaged to come to the home 
and sew for the entire family, If two, three, or four days were 
required, the tailor or dresomaker was paid, if possible, in 
proceeds of the farm, These proceeds came, of course, from the 
tenants share, after the division of with his lendlerd, 

Shoes for the family were obtained in the seme manner, 
The cobbler was called and he outfitted the family st one time, 
eollecting his pay in the same manner as the tallor, Shoes, 
as we know them, were the exeeption and once a pair were obtained 
the greatest care was tken of then, They were never worn except 
to chureh and only on special occasions, Even then the changes 


were that they would be carried on the shoulders, their owners 
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going barefoot, until they arrived at their destination, 

The everyday shoe did not require the use of a cobbler 
as the father was usually able to outfit the femily. These shoes 
were made with wooden soles and open sides and toes, the only 
foot covering being a three-tie strap across the instep, with 
another strap about the heel and ankic, In winter these shoes 
were replaced by the use of hemp sacking wound about the foot and 
ankles 

A tenant was allowed to work his farm so long as he Lived 


and desired to stay, He was vitally interested in getting the 


most he could from his land because his living depended upon it. He 


was not taxed by the government, except on personal property which 
could be paid by labor performed for his province or municipality, 
or in cash, His schocls were provided tax free, although about 
three years was the maximum, Cemeteries and burial were also 
provided free of cost to the tenant. 

These mezadros, while having plenty of the necessitics 
of life, were denied any of the luguries, Owing to their scanty 
education, they were, for the most part, satisfied with life, 
Their work was not limited to farming alone but they might be 
city factory workers as well, For instance, they might obtain 
a gmall farm, where their femilies would raise their food while 
the father or mother, or both, worked in a factory, 

Work on these farms, while intensive, is not the daylight 
to twilight labor indulged in by Italian immigfants in America. 
There are over two hundred holidays on the Italian culendar, and 


the tenant gesmer populace celebrete a majority of them. If the 
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CHAPTER Vi 


Living Conditions in Italy, 1890-1930 


As in part £ (pp. 71-111) I shall let the informants 
themselves describe their lives, quoting here, of course, only 
those portions of their narrative that deal with Italy, I have 
tried to have all sections of Italy represented and 11 classes 
of the population, Since, however, only a ¢émparatively small 
number of those interviewed gave extensive descriptions of 
their life in the old country, the picture presented is necessar~ 
ily weighted slong certain Lines, Essentially it is the picture 
of the underprivileged that we are given, But since in the main 
it is the undeprivilehed who came here, for the understanding of 


the background of the Italian inmmigrent, 


7 \ : 
. Pip ' 
’ / 4 Gade ae 
eT : A> AR 
; ri haa pat tat aia 
- a il vr ne’ Dl : » He aw? } 
a y wt eS Nu \ 4 74 ir “4 , 
a ' : 
icy ‘ ‘ ‘ , 
ae de ry ‘ $ 
. 
- , 
aha, 
q ; ' ‘ 
mar * 1 
St) He 5 oy (at 
‘ y bays 
4 
' , 
r j : 
. . aA if 
b, Mi z 
£ n - j 
‘ 
i 5 ae 
» r4 ré) ? 9” 
. * 
: 
t 
A g 
4 
ar. ; i *¢ ) 
\ 
* j 
> 4 we 
Wi : * ‘ ‘ 
/ { - ' 
Rea yon fae ae Hyg 
* i j 
: iu 
ze Es A S, 
je Pa - 
\e fs ' 
‘ M4155 As a ee 
, 
\ - . 
’ ay RNR a ae why | ts Fr yy 
) 
. a z . + 
=, " 
eri. : 7 Ly , ‘, 
re ™ a al r a 
~ 4 s he - . Al 
Wes < b . a i : 
Py ; " : » 
$ ae i 
* j 4 ¥ Hy 
* > he sd al na 
ays + ane. 6 es 2 es 
i ; 
~ 7 i a | 
F i ¢ 
a) *e Be ‘tine te Pe ae r 
‘ od. e i ‘ena } el : r 
ae, fi > are J My OMe aoe ° 


<7" 


CHAPTER Vi 


The Underprivileged Tell Their Stozy, 


Lorenzo, Born in Sealas 
Lorenzo was born at Seala, Italy in 1882 and together 


with ten brothers end sisters lived with his parents until he was 
twenty yeers old. 

His birthplace, Seala, was founded by the Romans as 
some of them withdrew from the coast inte the hills in back of 
Naples during the Carthaginian wors, The town was originally 
known as Cema, Although comparatively close to Naples and with- 
in 25 miles of Salerno, a city of 50,000, the hanpenings of the 
outside world had little, if any, effect upon the lives of those 
around him, The countxy between Scala and Salerno was almost — 
solid rock, There was no soil and consequently no cultivation, 

There were no roads, as we know them, through the 
country and Lorenzo remembers the first horses and carriage to 
make their appearance in his town, 1n 1888, However, to the 
north there was a very in'ricate system of roads and railroads — 
near the frontier, built and maintained for purposes of defense, 


\Lthough Seale had a population of one thousand people there were 


<a 


no merchants, Preetically every femily had 2 amall pieee of ground 
where they managed to raise the barenecossitics of Life and seemed , 
perfectly happy, mainly because they knew of no other wey of living, 
This cultivated ground was entirely outside of the village, tout half 


of the immediate aread about Seala was owned by one man, et attorney, 
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licensed to practice in the higher courts, and this land had 
come down to him oxen his father, He was the only employer 
of labor in the community and every Sunday morning after the 
eight o'clock mass, the people wouid gather in his courtyard 
ang waite Scmetime during the morning he would oul out and 
pay then, or, if he falt so inclined, he would send word that 
he did not care to be vothered that morning and they could come 
back next Sundays 

The only time these people wore shoes was on their 
Sunday morning trek to church and to the "boss" houses The 
purchase of a pair of shoes was an unusual event-=some pairs 
lasting for ten to fifteen years, This long life was attained 
by wearing the shoes slung over the shoulders until church was . 
reached, then placing thea on the feet until the service was 
over and slinging them over the shoulders again on the way back 
until they could be hung up at home, 

The homes were very simple, consisting in almost all 
instances of but two rooms and never having chimneys, In some 
rare cases chercoal was burned in buazicrs but mostly it was wood, 
burned openly, the smoke being allowed to seek its own way out, 

Each femily owned a cow but no one drank milk, The 
milk obtained was picked up daily by one of three men who collected 
the supply of the entire town and, for each quart of mblk collected, 
the man would leave a small. wooden dise with his name stamped upon 
ite When one hundred of these had been saved they could be exchanged 
at the rate of 2¢ per each dise,. A certain amount of milk would be 
reserved for making buSter and checse. (fter the butter mas made 
it would be shaped into ea ball and around that would be placed a 


crust of cheese about half en inch thick, This would be placed in 


theta uliten YAN Act ‘a iA Sra oy one a, 00ak ae 


; | > «© tear - * ey ee Pitts die. 
moras.) Ahh aed, poe FOP Midis Wo yea 4 by t ma ey Fa ooh aah? ea Ba wae 


f tif 
ha ‘ “~ ft ee ee +P utah 
4 Sa te tee) ‘ rt sw AS. ghd a5 natal tus I UAV lie ee ee ee sau gh 
. 
. a4 ie a d 2 P 
4 te . ee ’ 
Pings. Oy Gh gM ipkaatin | ee ea 
: ‘ ‘ f 5 ‘Ey ce 
+ ie a : ' ‘ 7 } Came ‘ 
‘ 2+ he - if ay a, b tac + & 
4 . vy5e004 © 
: ' ‘ sia] t Apa ke : 
( ‘i 30 Tie) ere pi ae 
+ ’ ‘ f aa(th 
J ? : rei re it ; Avtdden of os DY») Wabi tae ¢ es eae 
i . 
: : bee 
: * a <8). f 34 Pw! W m AY dd ee a * 
— . ~ dune otsh one 
i die) Dee ? oi Ae MWA Pe i» 2e BS Le 
y + ' et , : 
. ‘. j id e « 
tii ee fi iz | ; t a0. 22 to “ee eg ry 
: he. OE } a ¢ ¢ ass Bua Bas Ki 
j Ae. €2 . yeh ee 4, ee7 %, ys a4 he a \ ee ab Sear ae 
‘ 
epee P eee uit P : « ‘ ert ‘ ae, Ue aT ae. ro Yat a ee F 
Lae Ses seek, Ns Aube OF aA AIRIOR AGREE 4 ey Oe te oh a aa Phi steht aye Pe ae es 
{ i . 
5 * ov 
tors . : baa bah 
to 
i . a 
5 tn ; dari dix 
7 oFa Ee d a Ada 
, é 7 € 4 . v 
re . ae £ re 
\ 4 
‘ "] AS Su pr Re 4) LU 
—A an 4 
« 7 J < fi pm Pig ‘ 4 he tt 
* 
a ii, a - ‘ , 
' thin? OH Wah ere Cf pat ae ae - * eH Me 
* 


‘ F | 
ct ‘ HE: Wer : gL. £ if bien 8 
& . 
ind btu .ceiy. bevuwe.wead Bee, 
we io 
. ait) : 7 > su 
7 om. ee a Poe vk ee oe | dna? Pit 
- ; 
ee | Fk, ais aie Sit wa F 4 Hep ie ia 


ae a2 Raeene Oy dibea £m ae 0 x 


-79= 
a ¢loth bag and suspended from the ceiling in the second room 
and allowed to hang for about two weeks, The smoke from the 
fire in the next room, vooled by its travels, would circulate 
around these cheese balls, and in addition to hardening the 
cheese, would impart to it a very superior flavor, The butter 
this wrapped in an air-tight contaizier would keep indefinitely. 

After first coming to this country, Lorenzo, found our 
butter unpalatable and used to have sent him from home, 

A femily would have meat about once in three years, On 
mgust 10 of each year, in honor of San Lorenzo, their patron 
saint, one of their number would kill » cow, 411 who could 
would then buy 2 small piece, The only other meat sneak 
able was when a cow died, Then, as many of the community as 
could, would buy a piece to prevent too creat a loss to the 
owner of the cow. 

The greatest single article of food seers to have been chest- 
nuts, Lorenzo seys the finest chestnuts in the world grow there, 
For their own use they used only the largest~-those running from 
17 to the kilogram (22 pounds) ‘Those grading from 17 to 35 to 
the kilogrem were sold outside and those above $5 were fed to the 
stocks 

Those meant for their own use the chestnuts were placed in 
en oven built outside and up to 10 and 12 feet in dismeter, ond 
reasted for twenty minutes, The oven-door was opened and the 
nuts left in until the oven was thoroughly cooled, The nuts were 
then put in seeks, Both men and women, when leaving the house in 
the morning , would carry a pack of these chestnuts and, so Lorenzo 
insists, would conmence sating then almost immediately and continue 


to do so until the day's work was done, 
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Carrying sandwiches for lunch was unheerd of, If bread 
was taken to the fields it was taken in a very hard "chunk” 
about as big as a fist, They hed no wheat flour but used a 
yellow corn flour which was mixed with waiter and a little 

talt and yeast, and made into crude loaves, 4 month's aupoly 

for the family would be made up, all placed in the oven at 
the seme time and baked until they were so herd that they 
erecked seross the top. The loaves which were flat and e« 
bout a Poot in dlameter, would then be broken into five or 
six pieces and put back in the oven until they then dried out 
further, After that the bread was put in sacks and used as 
needed, 

The only dentist in tovm was a man who owned a pair of 
plierss 

Their vineyards supplied only enough grapes to neh 
them to make wine for themselves, so very little was ever 
sold. wony/aia aot use and coffee they bought green and 
roasted as they used it, After roastine the coffee they 
would add roasted cats, in the proportion of one part of 
coffes to three parts of oats, This mixture was desireable 
for two reasons--first it was cheap in itself and seconde= 
it required less sugar to swecten and sugar was expensive, 
fhe sugar was not granulated but, though white, had the con 
sistency of our brown suger, Very little fruit would be 
had except figs and the women did not know how to preserve 
any of the fruit they did have. Their leck of knowledge in 
this regard was evidently cuased by their preceding genera 


tions inability to get aud use sugar for this purpose, 
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The grounds of sugar or "mud", as Lorenzo called them, were 
not thrown out, but each day a little bit of fresh “coffee” was 
added until leck of room for licuid necessitated dumping the pot. 

The women worked aide by side with the mens Their only 
time off was that allowed to give birth to s child, Within a few 
days after that they would again be doing a man's work = up at 
3 Agi, ond out to gather wood, They would ordinarily be back by 
7 AM, with a load, nurse the child, distribute the green wood 
40 dry and make up a load of dry wood to tke down the hill to 
the coast to be sold--then back again to nurse the child, 

This wood which the men, women and children cathered, came 
from groves of chestnut trees--not, however, the nut bearing 
Gree--owned by the town's one big man, It was very seldom that 
they were allowed to remove such pietes as would benefit and 
promote the growth of standing timber, This was done under the 
evidance of two oversecrs, 

A bundle weighed 7 pounds and was sold in the city for one 
cent, A boy would carry 10 bundles and a man or woman about 
20 bundles or about 140 pounds, 

The chestnut trees would be cut when twnety years old and 
would be cut very close to the erounds ew shoots would d grow 
up eround these stumps and during the first and second years some 
were generally selected and cut, These young shoots were soft and 
pliable and were sold for use in tieing grape vines to the supporte 
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During the third, fourth and fifth years there would be a _ 
selected those of a certain size suiteble for use as fence posta, 
fhe shoots of the seventh and eighth year would be used for the 
larger posts, ‘The largest and most hardy shoot would be sllowed 
to grow, 

Charcoal was also mede but as the chestnut wood is not 
suitable for this, e grove of herawood trees was meintained from 
which wes obtained the town's supply. this hamiwood grove was 
owned by the town as a community propsrty. 

The elimate of Seszla is mild, rarely exeeoding nincty degrees 
in summer with rain every week or two. Oe¢casionslly «a heavy snow 
fells in winter which lasts but three or four days end even 
through these snows the people go barefooted, 

The town has one doctor and he is paid by the svate, given 
two thousend lire per year and a houses 

Seale ia divided into eavon sections, cach seetion having 
two churches exeent the one known as the center section which 
has three, The State +0 eompensate them for the sot eure of the 
outside church propertiss give each priest an annual sslary of 
one thousend lire, 

The section in which Lorenze lived wes eslled Campigoglio 
and contained 49 houses (and 2 churches) and the house in which 
he lived was the only one in town having an upver story, Reste 
ing in front of his house wes an o1d Roman column about four 
‘feet in diameter and twenty fcet lonz. This is but one of several 
in the town and the inhabitants were wiable to determine fust how 
they were brought int, inasmuch as the trail coming up from the 


coast ia at no place wide as the column and there ave but wery 
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few streight stretches of cqual length. 

Lorenzo's schooling, as was that of all children there, lasted 
three years, The town has two schools, one for boys and one for 
girls and a short way outside cf town was a school for both boys 
and girls, Children started when seven and were through at the 
age of ten, They were taught to read but not to spell, 

Lorenzo wanted knowledge and tells of resdinz in bed by the 
aid of an oil lamp with o floating wiek, their only type snd 
while reading, listening to the music coming *rom across the ravine, 
from Ravello, Ravello was built by some .of their aucient anceste 
ors who, disagreeing with others in Gema (Scala), rebelled and built 
their ovum town on an adjacent hill-henece the neme Ravello (rebel), 
{ft also has its one notary’ one attorney for practice in the lower 
eourts and its one doctor, 

One man in Seala who had secured an outside education and 
therefore believed to be crazy by the more ignorant, undertook 
to improve Lorenzo's reading and worked with him for three years, 

He brought him e copy of Manzoni's "Zi Promessi Sposi," 

Lorenzo entered the Italian navy at 20 and remained in it for 
three years, Oo going back home he realized there was nothing for 
him there and he decided to come to Amorica, On coming here he went 
to Norwalk, Connecticut and was unable to find work for five months, 

The third day after coming here he found he could attend nighte 
achool and, although he understood ho English, he started ing On 
being given an Fnglish reader he said he was surprised at the great 
mimber of words he could understand because Pr their similarity to 


those of his own languages 
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Lorenzo has been a laborer ell of his life but has sent his three 
children through High Sehool, For the last three years, because of 
lack of work, has had to devend on his older boy for support, 

He has his home half paid for and he and his wife-«she came over 
from Ravello--seem happy and are satisfied that their children, with 


their education, will get along better than they did, 


Giacomo, Born on Leake Comot 

"If today I'm out of the bread line and looking forward with 
confidence, don't think it is what people commenly call good luck", 
seid Giacomo with the smile of a satisfied man, pouring a teaspoon- 
ful of sugar in a demi-tasse of Italian black coffee, “Life was hard 
for me in the beginning and that suffering saved a greater one," 

With what seemed a gentle touéh of sarcasm he continueds "Don't 
you know that most of the /merican leaders began their career from the 
rank and file? It often occured to me to open a magazine and rea 
a blography of prominent men in polities, scienee or business, starte 
ing with the very avpealing chapter of selling newspapers cr a twelve 
hour a day job for three dollars per week, Life has been too easy here 
in fmerica, too easy in this lend of abundance, when earning « good live 
ing for a man of educstion was not difficult, But as soon as the storm 

Where were you? 
broke4 Tou did not have the necessary hardness of ae Pe and brains to 
guide your ship towards a safe harbor. So blessed be the SERA, I eontend, 
which quickly answered your SOS and saved us from the humuliation of 
asking your friends for a few dollarss 
| Then like 2 well-mannered Itslien he softened the unpleasant remark 
with e lerge gesture of his heavy hands: "I don't went to offend you 


in the least, but I must be rude, If some day I am blessed with a 


son, I shall prepare him to meet the energencies of life, and build a 
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strong soul in an ecually strong body, Plenty of food and plenty 
ef work, Some osrents are afraid to send their children out with- 
out heavy wool garments ani are always ready to warm their beds 
88 soon as a Little cold air rolls down from the Sierras, are ale 
ways interfering in the fight with the boy next door, Ah} they are 
pitiful to a 

Suen children have a very slicht chance of succeeding in life 
especially if the way is not all prepared for them, 

I was born in e hidden swey little village in the picturesque 
wood that descends towards Lake Como, We were seven children, four 
boys anc three girls with evern increasing appetites due to the fresh 
breeze of the ilps, the giants guarding Itely'’s boundaries from 
Switzerland, nd to feed us, only the strong arms of my father, 
one sere of land, and a cow, fat when the harvest was abundant and 
lean when the drought ruined the crop, 

Sch..ling? Certainly, till the age of seven, Hnough to learn 
to sign our names and keep us from bothering moma, who slaved all 
dey long washing clothes, baking maize bread, mending rags, and try~ 
ing to keep the house clean. 

efter seven, it was time to go to work, My father was of the 
opinion that too much s¢hool makes children lazy end opend the mind 
to unhealthy dreams, 

Then when April appeared and the grass in the mountains 
was less than one foot high, he used toe hire us out to some shepard 
eeross the boundaries, in Switzerland, entrusting us to him throughout 


the summer, A sack, some poor garments, an alpen stock, and running 
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from sunrise to sundown after sheep in the pasture, that was my 
life, Wightfall, and there came our supper of bread, cheesa, mill; 
then to retire to « bunch of hay, with some more hay for a pillows 
4% the end of the season, my fether used to collect from the shepard 
as much as seventy-five lires. Imagine, less than ten dollars for 
three months of hard work, in dangerous mountains, where every season 
several boys never came back$ But one cannot be a coward when there 
is dire necessity] 

In the fall we hunted for tourists in San Moritz, four miles 
away from the villege, offering them wild flowers, carrying their bags, 
jumping in the lake to fish the coins they threw in, and making our» 
selves useful in hundreds of different weys for the sake of the 
little money we proudly gave to mother in the evening, 

‘t fourteen, a boy of the working class is considered 2 man and 
well able +o start learning a trade, True to custom, my father managed@ 
to send me up in the mountains again, this time as stone magon*s helpers 

Mind you, at that time there were no wheelbarrows available. An 
old malt bucket had to be carried up on the cli*’f for ten hours a dey, 
and there was one helper for every two stone masons. God help the 
boy who left the stone mason idle for one minutes} snd so ineh by 
inch, with the sweat of these little Italian beys, mine included, were 
built those beautiful anakelike roads on the Alps through which the 
roaring cuns passed later, oringing destruction to the same people who, 
by the irony of fate, paved their way to death, 

In 1995 the wakes of the best stone mason was five lire ver 
day, the helper getting from one to two according to his age and strnegth, 


No wonder that I learned the value of money, I plodded along learning 
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the trade thoroughly till the age of twenty, when the compulsory 
military law edlied me to enlist in the uational amy, That was 
in 1911, One year later I was in Tripolitania to fight Arebe and 
Bedouins till 1919. My class was kept in service very long, due to 
the World War, and I was left in Africa. That probably is the 
reason that I survived, When you meet a mean of my class, one born 
in 1891 and whe lived through the ordeal of the war, you can gon~ 
sider him a rarity, a man with e herd skin, Most of them remained 
among the dunes of Africa or the glaciers of the Alps, 

Was I discouraged during all these years? Wot « bit. I reeall 
them as the hapoiest of my life, If it were not for the drinsing 
waters of Benzesi which were greatly polluted I would vot resitate 
to go through it sgaing But the hatefvl dysentery which afflicted 
me for two years after my discharge and still continutes to distrub 
me whenever I overindulge in eating, is not e pleasant remembrance 
of Africa, 

Honorably discharged from the srmy, with three hindred lire in 
my pocket-=the paternal Italian ? goverment valued my loyal service 
of eight years not more then that~--I wens back to my family, One 
of my brothers had been killed in the war, I had been away from home 
eight years and I am sorry to say I did not get a very warm greeting, 
It was not very encouraging for my family to have me back with a few 
lires in my pocket and with a sick body, iia diet ote with the misery 
resulting from the war, and bread boing sold on the seale by the 
graane. I was in no condition to cat maize breed, ani that was the 
only kind available, What I needed was a stfict healthy diet end a 


room to myself. nd to aggravate matters I was too weak to work, I 
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sLEpt in the old barn, alone, on the thay, the seven months that I 
remained in Italy. My father could not be made to understand that 

@ gi¢k man could not possibly work and said I was lagy and good for 
nothing else but ready those horrid big books T had peought back with 
me from the army and those that the village welaes would lend me from 
time to tomes 

Life for me was miserable then, If it hand'’t been for my good 
mother who always had a smile and sew to it thet I had a good dish of 
soup, it would have been unbearable. 

Brooding over my fate, I turned my throughts to enigratiou, I 
wrote to 2 cousin who was in California for my fare and in less 
than a month, everything was set for my new adventure, 

Needless to ask me if I was gled to go, the evening before I was 
to leave, After a special gapper which my dear mother had prepared 
to my liking, I asked my father if he cond not give me the three 
hundred lire I had entrusted to his keeping, 80 that I micht at least 
have same money in my pocket for an emergency. He flatly refused, saying 
that en emigrant does not need any money on a steamship where everything 
is paid for, that I would got food, a comfortable bed and plenty of 
rest, Only the piteous appeal of my mother kent me from losing my tenper 
towards him, — 

Tie following day, when I said farewell he kissed me and Pave me 
two hundred of the three hundred lire I had asked for, and hthen resehed 
for his handkerchief to brush away the mist appearing in his eyes, Poor 
old man, He passed away last year but I still have vivid memorics of 
hin, In his heart he meant to be scod, but hardships end the burden 


ef so large a family deeply influenced bad embittered his character, 
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Every year, for the Christmas holidays, I used to send him ten dollars, 
and five f each to my mother end sisters, and judging from the 
affectionate expressions in their letters, they certainly aspreelated 
the little cift. 

The first year in the new land was not very rosy, I can diregtly 
to california; to be exact to a place near Bakersfield, where the cousin 
who had sent me the fare owned = dairy. My first job was milking cows, 
about twenty of them, each day, which wes e hard task even for those 
big hnnds of mine, In the winter time Iwas sfflicted with chilblains 
and compelled to leave the job, although I was still in debt to ny 
cousin for ebout two hundred dollars. 

Few words of Enrlish at my command, few dollars in wy pocket, I 
moved to the nearest town, Bakersfield, where a good natured Polish 
roomkeeper gave me shelter on credit. After a short time spend job 
hunting I sueceeeded send it was what I thought a first elass position, 
shifting thousands of biz ice cakes, My boss was amazed at my skill 
and strength in the storage rooms, Six doJers a dey, In six nonths 
I paid my indebtedness to my cousin, and geve him an additional three 
hundred dollars to help him buy more Liveetee: 

4 gserap with the foreman ond I left the job, to move to Secrenento 
where I went pili with my old trade As stone mason, Meny side-walks 
in this town ed others know my hands, When I left that job, during 
the slack season, my bank account wes three figures, 

But what I liked best was the janitor job I got inmediately afters 
wards, and which I am still holding, Eighty dollars per month and a 
sersaier a beautiful epartment house with plenty of time to read and 
study in the afternoons and evenings, When wages were better I got as 
much as $120,00 per month plus some extras that I made in washing ears 


for wealthy tenants. 
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Everybody was satisfied with my work, the manager, the owner, the 
tenants, No one »as ever had cause to complain against Giecomo in 
the apartment house, Many ledies find pleasure in chatting with me 
and I don't need to eo out for mz lunch or to the store to buy 
@ good clear. My wages are new nincty dollars per mchiths but I ean 
still save seventy and IT have no worries for the future, T have 
tims and the means for o¢cesionel recreation, as the movies, a good 
thestre, or en interesting lecture and I sm satisfied with my con~ 
dition, 

My savings are about ten thousand anc in case of en emergency, 
I can live on the interest for many years to comes 

Repression? Not for me, my friend, Forety-five yours old, with 
all ry teeth in my mouth, a strong body, and willing to work, 
en joy life, I face the future with confidence, 

I'm a citizen and a good one, Someday, perhaps soon, I may 
decide to marry 2 nice old 2nshioned girl, not so younz, you under~ 
stand, And then when my time comes I hope to leave behind in San 


Franciseo, many cleans windows and a vespectable family. 


Aldobrandino, Horn in Tucca: 


I was born in the city of Lucca im the provinee of Tuscany, 
Italye My boyhood .ume was a large house used by several families 
and fronted on a souare court set back from the stre-t, The court 
had e stone fountain with a tank like a horse-trough in the center, 
This is where we got cur water for cooking and washings The water 
come in through e terracotte pipe, from where I never ‘new, Our 
cooking was done over « charcoal stove, out of doors in good weather, 


We had oo pulmbing, the slops being axnptied inte the gutter, and other 
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weste carried to the street where it wes pickedw by a donkey 

Our food wa mainly maczroni, polenta (corn meal. mush), veee~ 
tobles, seme *ish « rarely meat ~ olive oil and wines 

I did not have much time for onlay tor from as early a time 
as I ean revember, I had to take care of my brother who wad 
two years younger than myself, When I was six years old we 
often made excursions together around the district, picking 
up anything we could find that we thourht worth while bringe 
ing hone, My mother encouraged us in this and we would get 
vegetables end pieces of charcoal] which could be used at home, 
We often hed to fight to hold whet we hed, os older boys would 
try to take it away from us, If we went into another die# 
strict too far away from home, we were almo + sure to get into a 
fight and be robbed of everything we had found, 

I did not co t© school as I hand to help my mother with the 
femily which kept ineresing, though one brother and two sisters 
died before we left Italy. My father, who had no regular job, 
did not stay home very mich, but probably did the best he could 
to support his fonilys 

We were very poor and often the neighbors who were Little 


better off than we, helped us, My father ofter spoke of going 


to /merica where his brother hed gone some time before, Finally 


when I was fourteen, my uncle Frank, who had ao ranch on Sherman 

Istand (Sacramento River delta) sent us money to come to Californias 
We started + father, mother, two younger children and myself, 

Other femilies from Luzza were also lesving for meriea at the same 


time, “Ye took a small ship to Genoa, where we took the big steamer 
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tor New Yorks “The trip was ey rought and we were all seasick, 
We were kept below most of the time on secount of the weether and : 
were crowded and miserable. Ibad the two younger ones to look 
after and was certainly busye 
The trip lasted about three weeks as the ship stopped at Naples 
end Palermo to take on more passangers, ‘fter we reached New York, 
we took the train and were comfortable. 4 men on the trein saw that 
we got meals and kept order among the passengers in the ear, My uncle 
met us at San Frenciseco and took us to Antioch on the river boat and 
when to his renchs 
The ranch grew potatoes and onions and the children who were 
old enough, worked for my uncles who eave us a smell house to live 
in, The work was hard, but we were more comnforteble the in Luece 
end had better food and more of it. I was stro og and able te do a man*s 


work; but my mothor, after another baby came, was not se wellj nor 


were the other children who were not as robust ag myself. So after 


about two years, we moved to the city. My father went on ahead and 
gut s job as carriage washer in a livery stable. 

Soon after we cot settled, I got a job in a ean factory on Market 
Street and worked there until the earthouake of 1906, 

None of us were hurt in the earthquake, but our home and everything 
we had, exeept the clothes we had on, were lost. 

Uncle Frank came ond looked us wp and we went back to the ranch 
for elmest s ycar,  fter thetwe moved bak to the city and my feather 
got his old job as carriage washer back aghin and held it until there 


were ro more carriages and he was an old man ready to quit work, 
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ry whore they made tron beds end worked 
after that I took a job in 
large ean factory and worked there steadily for several years, 


there for about six months. 


advancing myself to the position of sub-foreman, I think I 


could have gone further but my lack of education stood against 
mee I can neither read nor write in say language, The only 
characters I know are figures and the only reading I cen do is 
to read a rule or a scules 

3 I em now employed in a taetory that makes tin bottle copa, I 
have raised a family of four boys and they have sil gone 0 


school, TIT have seen to it that they have a fair educations 


The oldest two now have jobs and sre helping out at hame, I em 
thankful that my parents brought me to smerica, where I am 
able to give my boys advantages and an oppartunity to advanee 


to something better, 


Eléna, Born in Asti: 

Until she was eighteen, Blene helped with the outside work of 
the farm and took care o° her Suceigan brothers and Sisters, When 
she married at eighteen, she went to live with her busbandts folks, 
mong their meny household duties the women had to inelude carding, 


spinning end weavings 


Her first child was a boy, born crippled, from some spine de ; 
feet, when they had three children her husband left for the United * 
a 

Stetes., ftor two years he sent for her to come and join him wheres a 


he was working in the Golorede Coal wines, 
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After the Boyage which is alwys terrifying to peasants who 
are accustomed to rood, fim dant she was detained two months 

at Ellis Island, because of the elppled’ non, Not knowing e word 
of English, nor seeing enything she could de she Aviad moet of the 
tines 


Her hacvand came tO mest her but there was no other course for 
Shin/ bo Waka together to Italy, Bat there they could not make a 
living, So her husband finally persuaded har to leave the erinpled 
boy with her feather and mother, Her people waited on hin Like a 
baby, hand and foot, until he died at the age of twenty-eight. 

Elena, never saw him after they left, and she cries now to think of 
what her wary motherly heart feels was the desertion of her child, 

Together, she and her husbend went the Colorado Coal mineay, 
where Hlena cooked, washed, and kept beds for twelve miners-<in a 
three room house, She milked several cows, and baked bread 
for her neighbors to inerease the family income, She had a child 
every other year, with two miscarriages, tee that @ied, ond six 
gixvls and two boys who are still livings 

By this tremendous exertion of energy, she and her husband 
saved enourh to buy a farm with « nice seven room stone houses 
Prosperity? 

But the miners afiven to desperation at their low wages and miserable 
conditions, struck and held out veliently for three years. Put there 
was no other work and no money, for it was purely a mining towns 

During this time, the two children died, one who being hungry 


had esten poisoflous weeds, 
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it was near tuelxy home that the Ludlow massacrs took place, 
Through their own little mining tow, the militda also marched, and 
they were fired on by miners in their houses, 
The soldiers then broke into Zlena’s house, where she was alone 
and seven months pregnant claiming that the shots had come Prom her 
. housa, Unuaided, with erim determination and lashing GOT, 
she drove them fran the house, 4 little frther down the street, howe 
ever, they beat a man unconscious beexuse they thought he had fired 
upon them, 

Unfortunately the miners were uot living in their own hcmes. The 
shacks belonged tc the coal company, So, in freezing weather, the 
families were yun out into a tent colony, The militie then broke up 
the tent eolony, one of their methods being to run a bayonet through 
a baby and fling it out of the tent before ite mother's hobror stricken 


CyOSe 


By these means, efter three years, the strike was finally viele 
and all the strikers blacklisted, Elena and her husband had to rent 
their hard-earned farm, for which they now est no rent for the family 
living in it now does not pays | | 

The oldest girl, named for her mother, had always said she 
would marry someone named tfrnest, And at fifteen, she eloped with 
bs eau" ané they are still living happily together now, sfter fifteen 
yearse q 

Elena's daughter, Elena and Ernest, came to Cekifornia and Plena 
growing inereasingly lenely separated from her daughter, persuaded the 


family to wove to California, too, ein, her husband came ahead, and 


she remained to dispose of the live-stoek, which she sold for a good 


ES 
Fen 
& 


| | +96~ 

price, all exeept one billy-goat, for whol no one would give anything like 
his value, So Elena herself ‘-nocked him on the head and sold hin 

by the pound, 

In California they bought a house with « large lot, on which they 
paid. several thousand dollars, They now heave a cow and chickens end 
sell milk and eggs, Times have been very hard for them, For a time 
her husband worked at one of the factories, but he wes diamissed bee 
cause of his age, Now, all the femily, including the father, work 
in the earmery, where Elena's daughter now is a floorlady. 

The oldest boy is a clerk in s bank at twenty dollars per week and 
is married, ‘The second daughter is working at the cannery while her 
husbsnd also works part time et Ford's, Tho third deughter also works 
in the cannery, while the fourth, who has just eraduated trom High 
Sehool with the highest grades in stenography and bookkeeping, works | 
in a store both as a clerk and office cirl, 

Elena, herself, raises vegetables and olives and cans all her owm 
fruits and vegetables, and keeps her house s hining ate bee buys 
her bread, She enjoys her electric washer 2nd vacumn sweeper, complain= 
ing that now, at fifty-four, she can't turn out the work she used to, 

She thinks Roosevelt has not done mich good, anc expects that 
sometime there will be a revolution in the United States, out she 


doesn't expeet to live to see it. 


st RG del obs hea ‘hea a” 


‘ - a , itn 


Foe : uienat-« chee ‘+ Wa gy Pe WW ie "Ais D 


| 7 
as . : ‘ } n 1} 
e7R % f Lt paltreaes ae es, i wat eee s. 4 a ity hi ellie: es mk’ se on 


1 ae ce pegity e AU Fe ‘ + mn : 4c ae 2 Ui Seah ae + aur $ FBATD + ake xe Te 


i : *  m: y Ls PR wad an re es Ue 
- ys r4 prey , re whys if. ~*~ 4 F a : ak Pony oe yet * ti Tug ite ons 
= 4 ' js A i . 
Bho ead BO) vee 4 " ; — RT od 8 ea ae re ; 
Bata! te ee Poe 2 iby OM A Far} owes " x 1 eee te Glew ans be min ha pay ven eee, “enon eat : . ‘ 
“4 . a } i 
Ae Ve ve, i pad ve pate (Se ; , ‘ cet ee y ee Lg ne Nee ae ’ : dapat . 
ai ae “\ on, OTe LOI ae : fa qi oe Phas ; srr? Bete sare oe 4 ; : 
as v 


re. MVE Me. Sa. me Te SOL ia Omang Cama, eet a foto 


Te! ab) ne bat y , © ad Cah eas - iy Py 
scale : ’ \ eG. Bi Mea PERO Lie ME yet 
ed ae 


Foye Metta 4 he PO a t, 
idteiie DP Kahn > hig’ 3 are a iy “hy ait 


ol ig TOI 2 eae et te ee et ee , 
A es TX ' 4 ‘ ¥ 7% a) ro 
ys ee ; yess has ~ Fane re fe 
RCM on Se ner MT: T epeihs > een Let satus qe ae ‘tive 
. % ‘4 q Wi 4 ‘ Pye A 
7 A i: ; ty 7 + Sage tae : 5 - , tae 
re “hy at er ee oe a ae oe wiles 


fy PPE “FS aaa ie nO Me gree ata 


r 


Sea See Mn GO Bott t 22 * a aa Pade ers ws 4A 
et ee eeranetar eh vr ae at rete dae eee +1 thie 
"a Cab ere Ste ies ‘yf = we aimee ne 


ee a ya ‘ t } 


f . ai ao os ' es yy } , ; " 2 “4 
ie RSTO Ug 9 IB) aS ey rll Bis aa: ee et y y 


Paolo end His vite, Bom in Mileny | 

Paolo was born in 1870, in a small village outside the city 
of Milen in the province of Lombardy. His parents were of the 
laboring class, poor, and all worked, His brothers and sisters 
were Older than he; shared the famiiy labor at home and in gardens 
and ficlds, He was brought wp as a gardener; later worked in a tile 
factory, He served two years on the Italien army, six months of 
this time in North Africas, 

In 1894, when he was twenty-four years of age, he married an 
Italian woman in California, He came to this country when twenty- 
three years old, in 1892 or 1895, and moved around the Bay region 
working from San Jose to Petaulume, fiscally settlint in Alameda when 
he married, end where he has Lived ever since, He has worked for 
many years in a tile faetory in Alemeda, At present Baolo owns his 
own home and has an extensive garden and vegetable pilot; he grows 
much of his own food, 

Paclo is a typical Lombard Itelian with reddish heir, now 
turning grey. is cyes are brown althsugh those of his grande 
children ere light blues their hair is a brilliant brick reds 

Me deserited his former life as being one of hard work, His 
canmunity was essentially one that Lived on farming and laboring 
in quarries, mineg crude factories, and the Like, His family was 
very poor, They were forced to raise their own vegetebles and 
eculd afford very little meat, occasionally on feast days; no 
chickens and some fruit, They lived largely on rice which was 
grown in their imiediatse vicinity, made their own cheese} were often 


too poor to buy wine, although they made some, 
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Todey he owns his own home and garden plot. He is well off, his 
hovse large, comfortable and mrupulously clean. His children are 
married and living in their own homes, 

He works in a tile factory, where seemingly most of the [lalian 
colony work, Paolo is getting rether old now but is still very 
vigorous and in excellent health, He wor:s in his garden when not 
employed in the factory, He is highly respected by neignbors; except 
for a "rench women down the blocks 

He raises his own vegetables; makes his own wine; inmorts rice 
from Italy, preferring it to the local variety on the market; at4ll 
maintains Italian food habits, as he Lives on riee, autinasto, wine 
cooked vegetables, and very Little meat. 


He has retained Italian custems., He is very affable snd hospitable 


always offering wine} entertains his friends in the roany and comfortable 


wondrously clean kitehen, He has a vory neat yard, his own weil and is 
independent of the city system, using the well however, only for the 
garden. 

Paolo can read and write Italian. though but poorely, He speaks 
English poorly too, the language suffering from a rush of poorly proe 
nounced words aud © stentorian voices He reads but Little, takes no 
local nor Italian papers, The children lmow Italian but orefer ng- 
lish, ‘he grandchildren know a little Italian, but when adiressed in 
that Language, enswer in Bnelish, 

He prefers this country to his own, He came here to work, he some» 
what Aatinitaiy: Gisbatadi lived with friends at first, people of his 
own village, He feels the depression as rether "tough", working hours 
have been cut down considersbly, but he and his family do not appear to 


have suffered at all, due to raising their ovm food and living cheaply. 
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Paolo's wife was born near Milan in the province of Lombardy, 
Italy, in the yeer 1873, Her father sold brushes of all kinds, make ‘ 
ing them from rushes gathered from nearby streams and marshes, He 
belonged to the laboring class and was very poor, 

She came to California 1883 at the age of ten, via New York 
City, and lived in San Francisco unitl the age of eighteen, Then 
she married and settled down in Alameda, where she has lived ever 
since. 

She soon presented her first husband with a daughter, now 
forty years old, This daughter is married to an Italian and has 
' two children of her own, Her femily is livine in the Italian colony 
in Alemeda, Francesca, Paolo's wife, was married twice and by her 
second husband had three children, one aged thrity-six, unmarried, 
lives at home, and works as a laborer, A second, aged thirty-four, is 
married to an Itelian and has two children, The third child died 
in infancy, 

Since she was born of a very poor family belonging to the labor- 
ing class she only remembers that her family was poor, All her older 
sisters worked in the brush works, They lived on rice which they 
Yaised, and on other vegetables; had a little wine or meat, cheese, 
fruit and some antipasto, 

Her sisters and brothers are now living in Italy, on the same 
level as had once been hers, Her husband, on the contrary, is fairly 
well off for his class; they live comfortably on his part-time ‘abn, 
They profit by raising their own vegetables and by making their own 
wine, ‘They heave a large garden sand are noted in the vicinity for 


their beatufiful lawn and flowers, in which they take pridd, 
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Frencesca reads Italian and Inglish, and speaks English very 
well, much better than her husband, She appears to be the better 
educated of the two, although the quieter, They do not take Itale 
ian papers, nor do they read very much, 

She prefers Italian food and complains of the food that they 
have to buy in this country, ‘Formerly they bought their rice 
which was imported from Italy, They prefer Italian cooking and 
still live on typical Italian diet; rice, boiled vegetables, some 
meat, wine, entipasto and cheese. 

She seemed rather old and tired and qhite reserved, although 
she ensweredell questions graciously. Indeed, she was cuite cor~ 
dial, They both resented the depression a little, spoke of having 
to get along with less, leaving one with the feeling however, that 
they still lived comfortably. 

She gives one the impression that she likes this country, but 
speaks well of Italy and exeuses her lack of knowledge, thereof 
as being due to the enrly age at which she left Milan, Once she 
spoke quite decidedly, saying that living in /merica was better; 
they were better off financially, economically, She has never 


returned to Italy and said she had no desire to do so, 
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Teresa, Born in Sicily: 

Theresa was born in Sicily, she is ebout thirty-five years old 
now, She came tO smerica with her parents when she was about cight 
years old, She was the oldest in a family of five; four girls and 
one boy, Her father first settled in Bisbee, Arizona where he work- 
ed in the mines and the mother took in washing and did other odd jobs, 
In time, the care of her children and the outide work proved too 
much for her, She became ill, There was no money for the rest the 
dostor ordered, She dragged herself around as best she could ugtit 
finally they found her dead one afternoon, 

After the mother's death, the father took to drinking and Bam- 
pling, In about a year he was taken in hand by a countrywoman of 
his, to whom he owed gambling debts. She was a shrewd business 
women and was making good money, running a boarding house for the 
miners and enticing them with the diversions of the flesh, He bee 
came so dependent on her that he married her although she was about 
eight or ten years his senior, This created considerable gossip in 
the Itelian colony there, 

The family decided to move to California, for they had relatives 
in mador County. They settled in Jackson and opened « boarding house 
again, Theresa was about fourteen years old then, The step-mother 
paid no attention to the children, They were unkempt, barbarous, 
running the streets and coming home at all hours, seeing everything 
that a mining camp town contains, good and bad, Most of the men were 
umnerried foreigners who knew little English and who were unaccustomed 


to /merican life and customs, They had ho women of their ow age and 


gtk aR A pa pers ibe Ne 


ae Ma Balowys, toe Sse. z ia Sot er eT es et ‘ 


oy 7) 


ee rh es af FO ’ 4,9 x 2) prearet' shoe 2. a Por ad as eld pater Pin. ia out - we * a | 7 vr 


aH _ 


te 


“_ fied et Doe cette eek ie oe sil (oth a 
Ee ‘ees sod nate P ee vas - ae the hid PUIG | bbe. Q: aa al shicgem 

Ld) DAMOS RA ee. TMi. OL Oey a ae iia Way snalbnospee "eROOR 

vist liebe aot ‘gp tenes Rly wate, tattle, eeah.. marth. cggekel: ek Sea 

TE ots Leg Phe Bch Mawes iz, eT tea. ee” hae, a  wWASonaylt tee plata, 

ue ib to we i hs hil be Ba pees 0 RA Oa . Bee Be bk els ne hie , eee le 

Ce eee eee ee ee ee 


‘. , , i 
Biro, SERN AUS 2 RR os EF RRC og YR MEE TR Pi Ee ae 


* 
ei) 


ee ee ee TUR at cae Terarey ere i 
Péaeid ie' STW <8 Pre x i both Die ae, het a Pa ihe aad om ali! ; 
“24 DR A ade Ak wy shee RiGee ae SEP Liesig, ehh) oan ae 2: Le diese 


WE: SRG 5 Ay . OPO IE RN tie a eh 


ae 
i bs RY  . F ad ae ¥ : r Ais he ot ase 
Ae, > ae AS a a ube Oe ar eo POE (ahaa Bt eo Soa iA 4 ey beta yk be sa rr, 2, 
“a y . 
_ ox“ ia oy R ' 402 sheen’ Teer, ‘ ‘ 
RTE AE ERC Am ie 8 Bat by RE RRS) Pa alee ai 


Rhy coke ok Rar. em ao :. im tng | s% #40 ele st ays, i, haven act ‘iallade | 

‘ , - “a 

SOROS RRM AR ois) i Sr ee, 

i) ane rE! mB: watahoe AL: ‘ hi heinels yeh dey eet win ia 

“age: Ue Sa, eo a, Andi met Saal ede * i it 
Gem tonnes ort oir Bin alae ne rks nies ee fokeoncaie . 

* re oa Resid . eae; wi baal wale P ioc : 


in 
5 


¥ ee eice lek tae te 
_— alot “aie 


eplistven 


ie 

| toes 
nationality here. Some of them sent to the old country for picture 
brides, They were all women-hungry, It isn't difficult to eee how 
this child of fourteen became involved with a man, He was arrested 
and eventually sentenced to five years in the state penitentiary. 
The investigating authorities thought it best that Theresa be remove~ 
a from this environment and so she was sent to a school for wayward 
girls in San Francisco, 

The case created a great deal of scandel at the time, Theresa 
herself didn't know what it was all about. In a romantic mood she 
yowed to wait for the prisoner and marry him when he had served his 
sentence, Meanwhile she went to school, end after being released 
obtained a job as private secretary, She had her own income, dressed 
well, and since she didn#t gee old friends, almost forgot the past. 


At the end of five years, when she was almost twnety, the man 


came out of prison, He seemed a total stranger, His hair had greyed 


and his face was hard and furrowed, He thanked her for her letters 
sent while in prison and the sentiments expressed, He thought it 
foolish that she should secrifice her life and marry him, 

She was very happy at being released and went back to Jackson 
to take care of her sisters, In about two years she fell in love 
with an Italian, foreign born, who knew her past history but who 
was willing to forget it, They were married, Knowing that lung in- 
feotion eventually overtakes all miners in the mother lode she urged 
him to move away, Through friends he got a job in en ice creem plant 
in Oakland and they settled there. 

The husband proved both unwilling and ineapable of forgetting 
the past, A generous, under tanding man heretogore, he allowed her 
one sin to become an obsession with him, The harder he tried to 


forget, the more terrible 1% seemed, All his friends knew about hir 
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wife, That hurt him, He became insanely jealous, He expected 
her to repeat history at any moment, Three sons were born to them, 
He began to make sly remakrs expressing wonder as to whether they 
were really his, The change in him was unbelievable, To his wife 
he no longer seems the man she married, 

About two years ago he lost his ice eream job, They lived on 
their savings until they gave Out. They live in a cramped, bare 
quarters now and are on S,BeReAe Telief. The children are ragzed 
but healthy, She has grown very fat and has lost all zest for life, 
There is quite apparently no fight left, She cannot understand what 
she has done to deserver, such a dirty deal from life - poverty, sus~ 


picien, jealousy, whippings. 


Annibale, Born in Calabria; 
He was born in Calabria about 1894 in a poor laboring family, 


His father worked on a large estate of figs, organes and olives, 
Daring the harvest seasons the mother and children helped too, He 
was unable to attend sehool regularly but meneged to learn to read 
and write with some degree of ease, 

An uncle who was living on a ranch in California offered to 
give him the money to come over if he would help him farm, On his 
seventeenth birthday he was crossing the Atlantic in the steerage and 
enjoying the uew sights and the people immensely. 

He worked for his undle for three years end dceided that it was 
time to strike out for himself, He was quite confident that he would 
make a amall fortune, return to Italy, buy )is parents a villa and 


live happily ever after, America wa s a lend of glorious opportunity 
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to him and he even wrote his parents of their forthcoming entrance 
into paradise, 

However, simple labor did not turn the trick and after trying to 
"gave" for about four years he decided to go into business, He bought 
himself an olive press and sold o11 to his countrymen, At first it 
was purely a local affair but graduelly he spread out over the statow 
still selling only to Italians andother foreigners-~Slavonians-~, 

The foreign colonies knew just about the time he would come and always 
reserved their orders for hin, 

By this method he was able to make a good and easy livelihood 
although still far from a "small fortune", He occasionally sent money 
home to Italy and so kept the old folks satisfied, bout this time 
he married an Ttalian girl and has since had six children with her, 

About three years ago a vital part of his press broke, and he 
decided that repairing it would not pay. At about the sasme time his 
_wife's father died and left them . house in Oskland. They sold what 
property they had in Modesto and moved to Oaklend, He experienced 
some difficulty in finding work, He finslly sot a job as longshoreman 
but was let out after about four months--because there was not cnough 
work» } 

Finally about « year ago he opened a ea ey stall in Berkeley, 
His wife and one of his sons help him in his work, He thinks Berkeley 
is a tovmm of “high-tone" people and they pay weil, 

His English is quite DOOrs However he Lukhastiee to Italian 
newspapers, belongs to an Italien lodge and has Italien friends ex- | 
Glusively, He is gomewhat bewildered by the depression end Mussolini, 
He doesn’t know whether to condemn or favor him, And the depression 


is too much for him, 


vF} j 


-105= 
I don't sec whitT one year we rich, next year we poor, Well, 


maybe all for best. Who knows? 


Isabella, from Trieste: 

My father and mother were very poors at times, in fact, we had 
very little to eat. I eould not go to school as there was no money 
to pay for my tuition. My father worked in the stables of a wealthy 
mean of the town. He may have been well paid, probably was, but 
brought home so little that it was necessary for me to help, I se» 
cured employement as maid in the home of a noble femily who lived in 
a part of the city that I knew iit about. The beautiful residences 
surrounded by mammificent grounds were something I hed never dreamed 
of, Like fairyland to me if I'd known anything of fairics, 

I had matured at nine years of age and at the time ef coing into 
service was twelve, though I looked much older, 

IT kmew nothing bad and was frightened when the son of the house, 
Iago, 15 years of age, attempted to force his love on me, I escaped 
and went to the housekeeper with my story, She cave me work with her 
and sent an older maid to the upstrirs work that I had been doing, 
This maid was taken sick and when I took her place Iago again annoyed 
me even with more violence, On hearing of this the housekeeper sent 
me home to tell my mother. My parents were very harsh with me; drove 
me from the house and told me they would beat me if I came home again 
with such a story, My father said I should feel honored that a noble}# 
man should sttoop to notice me, 

I was duly impressed and believed that such relations with a boy 
so far above me were something to be proud of, so I gave myself to 
hin, with the usual result, At last the lady, Iago's mother, noticed 


my condition and questioned me kindly, In my ignorance I told her thr 
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truth, She was quiet, like one about to die, She convinced me that 
I mst sey nothing to anyone and she would find a way out for Iago 
and Me. 

She sent Iago away--where, I do not know--and took me home to my 
parents, with whom she had a prolonged conference at which I wes not 
allowed to be present, She perhaps gave them money. 

There was a men, Tony, 35 years old, who had wished to marry me, 
but he was considered too old, and also the money I earned--about $3,00 
per month which my parents appropriated=-would stop when I married. 
However, it was a case of finding someone to marry me and support me and 
my baby, so Tony, who wanted a young and pretty wife at any cost, ata not 
object to the baby, ‘In fact, I believe he was proud of my escapade, 

Tony had been in New York where he had been in business with his 
brother, so a few days after the wedding I lfet my 014 home and with 
my husband sailed eway to far-off -merica, Tony's brother met us in 
New York and soon convineed my husband that more moncy could be made in 
Sun Francisco, Tony and his brother opened a saloon on Howard Street, 
the poor section, and I seldom saw either of them ex¢ept at meal time, 

T could not read my own language and could speak no English so my 
life was very lonely till my baby was born, 

There was gembling and ri&étous goings on in the saloon—we lived 
upstairs--and I was afraid to leave our rooms, My husband sent in 
the food for me to prepare. Until after my second child was born I 
had never been on the street alone ond only once with my husband, 

One night in e quarrel over money a man shot my brother-in-law, and 


my husband, in self-defense, he sied, killed his brother's assailant, 
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We left San Francisco hurriedly and went to s small town seventy- 
five miles away, We had no money; probably it ras used to hush the 
matter up. 

My husband made a poor living gambling, His health, never the 
best, failed entirely, and four years after the trovble in San Frane 
¢isco I was left a widow with four children to support. I returned 
to San Freneiseo and secured employment, and with the help civen me 
by the authorities have been able to take care of my children and send 
them to school, 

I pray each day that my children may have more happiness than I 
have had, 


Giorgio, the Eternal Peasant: f 

Slowly Giorgio put away his shovel and rubbing his blue hands to- 
gether, walked toward the shelter of the rock where his lunch and ecat 
were hidden, Just as he was about to open the tin box a car drove up 
and man stepped out saying, "I’m from the office, I’ve come to find out 
why you have not cashed your checks for almost a year, Don’t you 
spend any money? Don't you eat?" 

Giorgio opened his lunch box whieh conteined a piece of Gry 
bread and en onion, "Is that all you eat?" gesped the Government 
men, Giorgio laughed and caddy "That onion she's good to me, and I 
shovel more better when I sat her," 

"Well even though you don't ast, you will have to eash those 
checks, we need them to balance our books, Better come along with 
me, I*11 take you home," They drove about six miles before they 
arrived at Giorgio's ranch, This pane consisted of about hirty 


ae 


acres of orchard and vines, and seventy acres of hilly brush country. 
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Giorgio made his way to the kitchen door where he stooped and 
picked a common key from under ‘the mat and opened the door, Then 
he went into his bedroom, A scraping, moving sound vame from the direc~ X 
tion of his bedroom, Finally he had gotten hold of his hidden checks, 
They took this canfull of cheeks to the bank and $1500 was deposited 

he went back to his job of keeping the highway 

to Giorgio's account, After this business was completed,/a job which 
he had held for years . He had about seven miles of road to take care 
of, and his only mode of transportation was foot power, 

It began to get dark and cold although it was not quite five 
o’clock and Giorgio never quit before five, no matter what the weather 
might be, Pulling his shabby coat tightly around him and pulling in 
the old frayed rope which served as a belt, he prepared himself for 
a long trip home, Every once in a while he would tug at the rope 
around his waist, He had used his Christmas belt to mend a harness 
which was always breaking. 

From bushy eye brows and two inches of beard, two bright brown 
eyes peered out and seanned the highway for some passing Gar, The car 
whizzed by and Giorgio had to walk the seven miles home in a stoxmm, 
As he neared the house his hand reached out and pulled out a madrone 
bush which he dragged into the kitchen, Mixing this with the bush 
which was in the kitchen from the night before, he built a fire. He 
stood up as close to the stove as he could while the vapor steamed 
out of his clothing, Ten minutes of this and he was ready to sit down 
and have supper which consisted of dry bread,an onion, and a slice of 
raw salt pork stretched over it, : 

After supper he was ready to crawl into bed, There had been 
blankets in the house years before, but his daughter had said these 
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blankets would get dirty and worn, and she had taken them away with 


her. Giorgio pulled the old coat and other disearded clothing around Ze 
is! te 
In the corner of the room was a pile of old socks, These socks 
were being kept for spring. In the spring he would hang these socks 
up in the trees, This would serve to keep the deer and other snimals 
AWEYe , 
One sumer Giorgio made a lot of wine and stored it in the base~ 
ment, He worked with his prunes and stored them in the dining room, 
Then he decided to go on 2 vacation, He left an old Italian in charge 
and told him he could drink all the wine he wanted in exchege for tek- 
ing charge of the ranch, The old man spent his days drinking wine and. 
quarreling with himself, 
One day he heard people on the hill shouting, "the roof, the 
roof", As he looked up the roof burst into flames, The o14 man 
ran into the house and zrabbed up a suit of soiled underwear and 
ran out into the open, leaving his clothes, watch end wallet to burn , 
with the house. ; ef 
When the house had completely buxmed down and four tons of ‘ 
gnouldering prunes had dropped into the basement, the old man began 
to cry. He would look at the prunes, cry and then wipe his eyes with 
the suit of undaewalitentch he still had clutched in his hands, 
A week later otengie Pemgrned from his vacation, All that he a 
found of his house was e large hold #12104 with bedsteads, emoking 
prunes, and barrel hoops. This led to a quarrel, He ancneeg the old 
man of having ¥ fire to the house inowing that the tnouPanee had been 


dropped feo he previous, 


Dh Pi. > 
Lary ee 


-110- 
Some sort of shelter had to be made, so Giorgio’s son and son= 


a in-law came up to help him build a “house"’, They made a shed on the 


6 
a 


style of a chicken coop, but not as roomy, They needed a window for 


this dwelling, and a friend of his who had always helped himself to — 

Giorgio’s tomatoss, wood, etc; told him that he would do him a favor, 

He would sell him a teautiful colored window which wes just big suena x 

for him to stick his head through, This friend was not going to charge : 

him anything for the glass but ai) cents for the beautiful colors, which — 

reminded one of church windows. This window also served to keep the day~ 

light out. If he needed any light he could open the door, which had to 

be opened anyway to let out the smoke from the gift stove, This door 

was very hendy~-it let in the daylight and let out the smoke, 

One little ‘shelf was built in the corner so thet he would have 

a place to put his coffee car which he used for a bank. He only kept 

a few dollars in this bank, The other $10,000 which he had saved during 

his thirty-five years in Ameria were in the town bank, This money was 

being saved for » rainy day. 

Giorgio's daughter decided it was raining one day and she told him ry 

that she could make a lot of money buying things cheap and selling them ¥ 
 » high if she only had $3,000 to buy a store, She got the money, Then 

she decided she needed Christmas stock, Another geod sales talk and 

she got $500, Priends of Geiorgio's decided they would do likewise and 

they got $750 to invest int pac, estate which has turned out to be a poor 

ane Another "friend" ‘who was selling stock in a new company 

which we to mamfaeture a gadeget devised to save gas for autmobiles 

persuaded Giorgio to buy some stock, the gadget floped and so did the 

stock, Then Giorgio was asked if he wae send a sack of prunes to 

his grendchildren, “SG; replied that the freicht vas ‘too high, tines 


were bad and a man has 4 “seve some money for his cae age &e@y 
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He was asked why he aid not feed his livestock and he replied 
that they would seratch for ea living, same as he did, 

Finally, he decided to make a will, He would not show this r 
to his children, a young man and young woman, He told them that they 
could have the use of the ranch during their lifetime and after that 
the ranch would go to their children, ‘The money in the bank was oe 
used by the bank to pay the taxes, é 

Giorgio's children do not like this will and they often discuss pe 
what they are going to do as soon as he dies, But he is not dead yet. 
His sixty-five yeare give. promise of going on to one hundred, im spite 
of the fact that ne groans at night when his tecth bother him, and he 
groans when he uses: a razor instead of a dha, this is as ‘close as 
he comes to death. “He has discovered a remedy for his tooth ache, He 
tust fills his rebasths with wine viniger which is about forty years old 
and strong enough to burn the paint off of ni automobile. This cures 
his tooth ache, | 


Iast year his son knocked him down to teach him something, This 


year his son-in-law knocked him down to teach him something. It is not 
known just what he Learned. One thing he did not learn=-and that is 


pay freight on a sack of prunes, 
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